SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR C – 17th March 2019
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

Every Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be held in St Brigid's Church at 5.45pm

Thank You to Parishioners

A big thank you to all the Parishioners who took part in the Plenary Council Meeting, and the Deanery
Review and also the Parish Expo. Your contributions are gratefully accepted and appreciated.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm

PROJECT COMPASSION

‘The future does have a name…. And its name is hope.” - Pope Francis
This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways we work around the world with our local partners
to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. Through a holistic approach
Caritas is working with communities providing hope for a just and fair world regardless of their ethnicity,
political beliefs, gender or religion. We are assisting children, women and men to brake free from the cycle
of poverty whilst ensuring they are the architects of their own development.
Through your generosity during Project Compassion this year, you are empowering communities with hope
and helping those in great need to shape a better future for themselves, their families and their communities.
Lives change when we all give 100%. Please take a set of envelopes and/ or a Project Compassion Box
home with you today.
Twelve year old Thandolwayo who lives in Zimbabwe would walk seven kilometres each day, threatened by
crocodiles, to collect contaminated water for her family. It looked like she would never realise her hope of
finishing her education and becoming a nurse, until a Caritas Australia supported project created access to
clean water helping Thandolwayo to stay at school and achieve a future full of hope.
2019
RCIA PROGRAM
The RCIA preparation Meetings: This is to inform
candidates for the 2019 RCIA Program and the
Team members, that our meetings will be Every
Saturday until Easter. Time 10am after 9am Mass.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish
on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

CARER REQUIRED

An experienced Carer is required to help a
disabled person in Nerang. The days & times are
negotiable & training is provided. Please phone
5596 3276 for further details.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meets
on each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will
be held today 17th March 2019 at 10.00am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in
the next few months are encouraged to attend.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 12th March 2019

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,301.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

726.80

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Dear Beloved in Christ
The gospel readings on the second Sunday of Lent each year (A, B and C), present us with the Transfiguration narrative,
which is found in the three synoptic gospels: Matthew, Mark and Luke. As Lent is a preparation for Easter, we are today
reminded of the target we are aiming for, so that we might intensify our (spiritual) efforts during this sacred season in our
faith journey. We are reminded of the goal of our Lenten observances and the purpose of this venerable and favourable
time of grace. What is that target? What is the goal? And what is the purpose?
The one answer to all these questions is to have a share in the Paschal Mystery of Christ: His Passion, Death,
Resurrection and Ascension into heaven. So, the purpose is to be like Christ so that after Lent, each of us should have
become a better person renewed by this season of grace. The goal is to share in the resurrection of Christ. By being
renewed, we are transfigured, while still here on earth, into the image of our glorious Christ, a model of what we shall
become when we enter heaven. Our target then is to get to heaven. Is there any obstacle in our way of achieving our goal?
What could make us miss our target? We search for answers to these questions during Lent, and trusting in God’s
goodness and mercy, get ready for the coming of our saviour, who will come to take us to be with him in heaven.
Nothing should, at the moment, worry us more, than finding, and following at all cost, the ways of achieving that gaol. St
Paul says:
I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I
have lost all things. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and to participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.
(Philippians 3:7-8, 10-11)
Following the footsteps of Jesus, we undertake penance and mortifications (detestable words nowadays) for the sake of
the glorious joy that lies ahead. We should look up to Jesus, the initiator and perfecter of our faith, who, “because of the
joy that was waiting for him, (he) thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now seated at the right
side of God's throne” (Heb. 12:2). Jesus by means of the Transfiguration, revealed that same glorious joy to three of his
apostles, and by the presence of Moses and Elijah revealed that those who die in God live on. Because of the glimpse of
this glory, the disciples will not only understand, to a reasonable extent, the mystery of the paschal events of Holy
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter, but will also identify themselves with Christ’s Paschal mystery as they suffer for
Christ and for the spread of the good news (as recorded in Acts of the Apostles).
In their sufferings, penances, mortifications, fasting, praying, righteous living and sacrifices in Charity, they endured all
patiently for the surpassing knowledge of knowing Christ, knowing equally, as St Paul says, that “the sufferings of this
present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18). We should take Christ
or the Saints who followed Christ for our model, and not follow those many others who, according to St Paul in today’s
second reading, “are behaving as the enemies of the cross of Christ. They are destined to be lost. They make foods into
their god and they are proudest of something they ought to think shameful; the things they think important are earthly
things.”
“For us”, continued St Paul, “our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, the
Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies of ours into copies of his glorious body”. If we aspire
towards heaven, making a sincere effort to do anything we need to do, to get there, and avoiding those that will rob us of
heaven, then God will be happy with us. And he will grant us to see and enjoy heaven despite our shortcomings. The
letter to the Hebrews says that because the Children of Israel desired “a better, that is to say, a heavenly country.
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; for he hath prepared for them the city” (Heb. 11:16). Not only that
Christ has prepared heaven for us (see John 14:1-6), but he has promised to take us to be with him. This promise was
made, not with the covenant sealed with the blood of animals as in the Abrahamic covenant of the first reading, but with
the blood of Jesus Christ, the blood of the New and everlasting Covenant, poured out for us, and for many, for the
forgiveness of sin. By that sacrifice of Christ, we now know we shall inherit the Promised Land, our heavenly home, if we
put our faith in the Lord. May our Lenten observances make us better people and bring us to heaven.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

6th April 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

A reading from the book of Genesis
Taking Abram outside the Lord said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will be your
descendants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him justified.
‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to make you heir to this land.’ ‘My Lord,
the Lord’ Abram replied, ‘how am I to know that I shall inherit it?’ He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old heifer, a
three-year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’ He brought him all these, cut them in half
and put half on one side and half facing it on the other; but the birds he did not cut in half. Birds of prey came down on
the carcasses but Abram drove them off.
Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a deep sleep, and terror seized him. When the sun had set and darkness had
fallen, there appeared a smoking furnace and a firebrand that went between the halves. That day the Lord made a
Covenant with Abram in these terms:
‘To your descendants I give this land, from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

Second Sunday of Lent - Year C - 17 March 2019
FIRST READING Gen 15:5-12. 17-18

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 24th March 2019
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: (Baby ) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
[

COMPASSION—REFLECTING SHARING LIVING THE GOOD NEWS
Journeying through Lent with the Lukan texts, called at times the Gospel of Compassion, we are similarly
challenged to ‘clothe ourselves with compassion’ (Colossians 3:12) which has many faces: kindness,
tenderness, mercy, forgiveness and gentleness. Wandering in the wilderness, Jesus is tempted to abandon
belief in a compassionate God and rely on his own powers in the face of adversity and loss, a temptation that
we ourselves know. When life is difficult it is easy enough to seek solace in the ‘bread’ that does not satisfy
rather than trust in God to provide. The Lenten program will be held in the Church every Monday at 6.00pm
commencing Monday 11th March and continue throughout Lent.

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

Ps 26:1. 7-9. 13-14. R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation.
1.
The Lord is my light and my help;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life
before whom shall I shrink? (R.)
2.
O Lord, hear my voice when I call;
have mercy and answer.
Of you my heart has spoken:
‘Seek his face.’ (R.)

SECOND READING

3.

4.

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek,
hide not your face.
Dismiss not your servant in anger;
you have been my help. (R.)
I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness
In the land of the living.
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.
Hope in the Lord! (R.)

Phil 3:17 – 4:1

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
My brothers, be united in following my rule of life. Take as your models everybody who is already doing this and
study them as you used to study us. I have told you often, and I repeat it today with tears, there are many who are
behaving as the enemies of the cross of Christ. They are destined to be lost. They make foods into their god and they
are proudest of something they ought to think shameful; the things they think important are earthly things. For us, our
homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will
transfigure these wretched bodies of ours into copies of his glorious body. He will do that by the same power with
which he can subdue the whole universe.
So then, my brothers and dear friends, do not give way but remain faithful in the Lord. I miss you very much, dear
friends; you are my joy and my crown.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Mt 17:5

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL

Lk 9:28-36

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the aspect of
his face was changed and his clothing became brilliant as lightning. Suddenly there were two men there
talking to him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his passing which
he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep, but they kept awake
and saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As these were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus,
‘Master, it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for
Elijah.’ – He did not know what he was saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with shadow;
and when they went into the cloud the disciples were afraid. And a voice came from the cloud saying, ‘This
is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’ And after the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. The
disciples kept silence and, at that time, told no one what they had seen.

