THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR C – 24th March 2019
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

Every Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be held in St Brigid's Church at 5.45pm

Thank You to Parishioners

A big thank you to all the Parishioners who took part in the Plenary Council Meeting, and the Deanery
Review and also the Parish Expo. Your contributions are gratefully accepted and appreciated.

PROJECT COMPASSION
‘The future does have a name…. And its name is hope.” - Pope Francis
This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways we work around the world with our local partners
to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. Through a holistic approach
Caritas is working with communities providing hope for a just and fair world regardless of their ethnicity,
political beliefs, gender or religion. We are assisting children, women and men to brake free from the cycle
of poverty whilst ensuring they are the architects of their own development.
Through your generosity during Project Compassion this year, you are empowering communities with hope
and helping those in great need to shape a better future for themselves, their families and their communities.
Lives change when we all give 100%. Please take a set of envelopes and/ or a Project Compassion Box
home with you today.
Tati lives in the remote forest of West Kalimantan, Indonesia. She is a mother of three who was earning an
income working in a local rubber plantation. Since taking part in eco-tourism training with Caritas Australia
and its partners, Tati can now afford to send her children to school. With new hope and commitment Tati
aspires to a future free from poverty for her family
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
School of the Word will meet Saturday, 30th March 2019 at 10.00am and conclude at 12.00pm. The theme
for this year will be “ Be holy because I am holy” (Leviticus 11:45). For further information please call the
Parish Office or Ph (07) 3495 7105 or mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email vdmfbris@gmail.com.
We thank the Verbun Dei Missionary Fraternity for their continued support .
FIRST EUCHARIST MEETING -

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held

There is a meeting for parents of children receiving in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednestheir first Eucharist on Sunday, 24th March 2019 at days of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
6:30 pm.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish
on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

2019
RCIA PROGRAM
The RCIA preparation Meetings: This is to inform
candidates for the 2019 RCIA Program and the
Team members, that our meetings will be Every Saturday until Easter. Time 10am after 9am Mass.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meets
on each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 19th March 2019

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,235.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

780.50

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Dear People of God
The readings for the two Masses we will be having from this weekend till the end of Lent, will be different from each other. We
have decided to publish, in the forthcoming Newsletters, the readings for Year C and have a loose page for the readings for Year A.
The readings from Year A Liturgy are mandatory when there are RCIA candidates for baptism, who will be receiving the rites of
Scrutiny on some Sundays of Lent. Since we have had candidates for the past three years, it will be good to let Parishioners know
that the Church has readings for Year C Sundays as well. My reflection will be centred on the Year C readings.
Going through the gospel reading of today, I see a parallel between the gospel story and the Christchurch Mosque
terror attack. The Christchurch massacre was distressing news to me, and I guess, to anyone. I imagined: if I had
been one of the victims who lost their life, what would have happened to my siblings, friends and parishioners. And
though not quite sure what effects and reactions would have followed if I was involved, the thought of it gave me a
sickening feeling. I also realised that no matter how it has affected me, that cannot compare with the pain, the
psychological torture, emotional trauma and socio-economic turmoil, that the victims and their loved ones passed
through and (for the survivors) are still passing through now. That horrible incident should be condemned in the
strongest terms. Evil is evil, no matter from where or whom it comes and where or whom it lands on.
As we cannot undo the past, what happened should be a lesson for everybody - for all of us: me, you, government
leaders, the police, the religious leaders and members, parents, teachers, schoolmates, Christians, Muslims, Hindus,
Buddhists, and so on. One of the lessons to be drawn from that, is to be ready and vigilant at all times. As St Paul
says in today’s second reading: “These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the wicked lusts for
forbidden things that they had. … and it was written down to be a lesson for us who are living at the end of the age.
The man who thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall”.
We might try to identify, in a way, with the pains and sufferings of the bereaved and survivors of that terrible attack,
but let us not miss the lesson of being prepared at all times for eternity. As we may think, even remotely, that it may
not happen to us now, let us remember that those who lost their lives there, may not have thought that was their last
day on earth. When Jesus was told about the killing of some Galileans “whose blood Pilate had mingled with that
of their sacrifices”, he responded by saying:
‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than any other Galileans? They
were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the
tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people
living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’
I think Jesus is asking us today: ‘Do you think you are better than those Muslims who were killed at their place of
worship at the Christchurch Mosques?’ How prepared are we? This is the hour of grace to repent and amend our
lives, this the favourable season when God remembers his people. The Psalmist says in today Responsorial Psalm:
“The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy. For as the heavens are high above the earth so
strong is his love for those who fear him”. God sees everything as he did with the Israelites in their sufferings in
Egypt (see first reading); he knows all that happened on that fateful day at Christchurch. He will console the living.
He will deliver those who have died and take them to the Promised Land, the heaven they longed for. He hears the
cry of the oppressed. He is not silent over our situations. St Paul tells us today never to complain but to stand firm
and be careful not to fall.
So, dear brothers and sisters, during this Lent then, let’s pray as we have never done before; fast (as the Spirit directs
and with faith) as we have never done before; love and show charity to our neighbours as we have never done
before. And let’s be the most righteous and holy we can be. Jesus tells us: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is
perfect” (Matt. 5:48). May the souls of all those who died, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

6th April 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 24th March 2019
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Lucy Murillo, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
[

COMPASSION—REFLECTING SHARING LIVING THE GOOD NEWS
Journeying through Lent with the Lukan texts, called at times the Gospel of Compassion, we are similarly
challenged to ‘clothe ourselves with compassion’ (Colossians 3:12) which has many faces: kindness,
tenderness, mercy, forgiveness and gentleness. Wandering in the wilderness, Jesus is tempted to abandon
belief in a compassionate God and rely on his own powers in the face of adversity and loss, a temptation that
we ourselves know. When life is difficult it is easy enough to seek solace in the ‘bread’ that does not satisfy
rather than trust in God to provide. The Lenten program will be held in the Church every Monday at 6.00pm
commencing Monday 11th March and continue throughout Lent.

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

Third Sunday of Lent - Year C - 24 March 2019
FIRST READING

Ex 3:1-8. 13-15

A reading from the book of Exodus
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to the far side of the
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in the shape of a flame of
fire, coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it was not being burnt up. ‘I must go
and look at this strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not burnt.’ Now the Lord saw him go forward to look,
and God called to him from the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he
said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place on which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of your father,’ he said ‘the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God.
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of my people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be free of their
slave-drivers. Yes, I am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the hands of the Egyptians and bring
them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a land where milk and honey flow.’
Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to
you.” But if they ask me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am. This’ he
added ‘is what you must say to the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by this name I shall be invoked for all
generations to come.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 102:1-4. 6-8. 11. R. v.8

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.
1.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
3.
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)
2.
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
4.
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.)

SECOND READING

The Lord does deeds of justice,
gives judgement for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses
and his deeds to Israel’s sons (R.)
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him. (R.)

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
I want to remind you how our fathers were all guided by a cloud above them and how they all passed through the sea. They
were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the same spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual
drink, since they all drank from the spiritual rock that followed them as they went, and that rock was Christ. In spite of this,
most of them failed to please God and their corpses littered the desert.
These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that they had. You must
never complain: some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer.
All this happened to them as a warning and it was written down to be a lesson for us who are living at the end of the age.
The man who thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Mt 4:17

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Repent, says the Lord; the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL

Lk 13:1-9

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At
this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than any other
Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on
whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people
living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but found none.
He said to the man who looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to look for fruit
on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it
one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it
down.”’

