FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR C – 31st March 2019
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

Every Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be held in St Brigid's Church at 5.45pm

Saints of the week: April 4 St Isidore of Seville. A Bishop and Doctor of the Church. Born
around the year 560, he was declared Patron Saint of the Internet in 1997. He was Archbishop of Seville for 37 years and was known for his love of learning. He died aged 80 and his home was filled with
crowds of poor people he was helping & one of his last acts was to give away all he owned to the poor.
Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Saturday 13th April 2019. and everyone is welcome to join
this celebration. The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The bus will also
collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When
booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or
5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

PROJECT COMPASSION
‘The future does have a name…. And its name is hope.” - Pope Francis
This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways we work around the world with our local partners
to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. Through a holistic approach
Caritas is working with communities providing hope for a just and fair world regardless of their ethnicity,
political beliefs, gender or religion. We are assisting children, women and men to brake free from the cycle
of poverty whilst ensuring they are the architects of their own development.
Through your generosity during Project Compassion this year, you are empowering communities with hope
and helping those in great need to shape a better future for themselves, their families and their communities.
Lives change when we all give 100%. Please take a set of envelopes and/ or a Project Compassion Box
home with you today.
Peter lives in the Solomon Islands and is thrilled to now have clean water on tap at his boarding school.
Long walks to unsafe water sources were tiring for Peter, who is living with a disability. With more free
time and fewer illnesses caused by dirty water, Peter can fulfil his hope of focusing on his studies, providing
him with a brighter future.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish
on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

2019
RCIA PROGRAM
The RCIA preparation Meetings: This is to inform
candidates for the 2019 RCIA Program and the
Team members, that our meetings will be Every Saturday until Easter. Time 10am after 9am Mass.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meets
on each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 24th March 2019

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,136.00
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

769.45

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Dear People of God
The theme of today’s readings is RECONCILIATION WITH GOD. From a sociological point of view, the term
‘Conciliation’ could be defined as a mediatory process of resolving a dispute, maintaining peace and fostering a healthy
relationship between people who would have otherwise been enemies and antagonists. Re-conciliation then is the
restoration of the peace and harmony that once existed between conflicting or disconnected parties. As a mediatory
process, it needs a mediator or a reconciler which could be a person or a group of persons as in a committee or a
commission.
In Christian Theology, Reconciliation is the act of restoring peace and harmony, through Jesus’ atoning sacrifice (the
mediator), between God and humanity, and among human beings separated by sins (both original sin and personal sins).
Through Jesus’ suffering, death, resurrection and ascension into heaven, we are reconciled to God and to one another.
Isaiah tells us that sin separates us from God. He writes: “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear
too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that
he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2).
Sin does not only separate us from God and from one another, but it is also a disgrace, a reproach to the sinner(s) (see
Proverbs 14:34). The prodigal son in today’s gospel reading experienced it all – disgrace, humiliation, hunger, and so on.
But the Lord takes away the reproaches of sin as he took away the shame of Egypt from his people and led them into the
Promised Land (see the first reading). God is like the father in the parable who ordered the celebration of the returned
prodigal son with the best robe, ring, sandals and best meals. Thus, he took away his humiliation.
Jesus shows in this parable, how the merciful father was eager to be reconciled with both sons – the prodigal son who
returned and the first son who refused to come in. He not only celebrated his reconciliation with his lost-but-found son,
but pleaded with his first son to come in, join in the celebration, and thus, be reconciled to his brother and the entire
joyful household. Both sons were guilty of selfishness and greed which are the root causes of all evil behaviours. One
wanted his own share and that led him into prodigality. The other did not want the remaining share, which he assumed
was his own, to be wasted celebrating the return of a prodigal son, and that led him into anger, resentment and
unforgiveness.
This parable shows that there are two sets of God’s children here on earth - some like the prodigal son, others like the
faithful son. The former’s fault was well pronounced and the latter’s more subtle and hidden. But the bottom line is that
each displayed weaknesses. We all need reconciliation. St Paul tells us that we “all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:22b-25a). In line with that, St John writes:
If we walk in the light, as he (God) is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his
Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we
claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us (1 John 1:5-10).
We all need reconciliation. Lent is a period for reconciliation with God and with our brothers and sisters – our
neighbours. Reconciliation is the central theme of the Good News of Jesus Christ and the substance of the message of our
salvation. St Paul wrote that “God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him (Christ), and through Him (Christ)
to reconcile to Himself (God) all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through the blood
of His (Christ’s) cross” (Colossians 1:19-20). In today’s second reading he also says: “It is all God’s work. It was God
who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the work of handing on his reconciliation. In other words, God
in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults against them”.
St John writes: “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father — Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for
ours but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2). How often have I been the Sacrament of Reconciliation –
popularly known as Confession? Let us rise and return to the Father this Lent.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

6th April 2019

Fourth Sunday of Lent - Year C - 31 March 2019
FIRST READING

A reading from the book of Joshua
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame of Egypt away from you.’
The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the month, at evening in the plain
of Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of that country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, that
same day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce of that country, the manna stopped falling. And having manna no
longer, the Israelites fed from that year onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Sunday Mass

Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9

(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Jos 5:9-12

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 28th April, 2019 10:30 am
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Lucy Murillo, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
[

COMPASSION—REFLECTING SHARING LIVING THE GOOD NEWS
Journeying through Lent with the Lukan texts, called at times the Gospel of Compassion, we are similarly
challenged to ‘clothe ourselves with compassion’ (Colossians 3:12) which has many faces: kindness,
tenderness, mercy, forgiveness and gentleness. Wandering in the wilderness, Jesus is tempted to abandon
belief in a compassionate God and rely on his own powers in the face of adversity and loss, a temptation that
we ourselves know. When life is difficult it is easy enough to seek solace in the ‘bread’ that does not satisfy
rather than trust in God to provide. The Lenten program will be held in the Church every Monday at 6.00pm
commencing Monday 11th March and continue throughout Lent.

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

1.

I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)

2.

Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)

SECOND READING

3.

Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress .(R.)

2 Cor 5:17-21

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It is all God’s work. It
was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the work of handing on his reconciliation. In other words, God
in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults against them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they
are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were appealing through us, and the appeal that we make in
Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we might become the goodness of God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lk 15:18

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I will rise and go to my Father and tell him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
GOSPEL

Lk 15:1-3. 11-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the
scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this parable to them:
‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.” So the
father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant
country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to
one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks
the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I
have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So
he left the place and went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and
kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your
son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was
dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling
one of the servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf
we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to
plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet
you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But for this son of yours, when he comes back after
swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it is only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’

