PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY - YEAR C – 14th April 2019
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

My Dear People of God

The Archdiocese is pleased to announce the Ordination to the Presbyterate of Joshua Thomas
Whitehead and Brendan John Gormley on Friday 31st May 2019 in The Cathedral of
St Stephen. Please keep these men in your prayers.

On Sunday 28th April 2019

we will be celebrating the Feast of the Divine Mercy at the
Marian Valley and would love for you to join us. The bus will be picking up at Mary Immaculate Church at
Ashmore at about 8.00am and then onto the Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at approximately
8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost
for the bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your
seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meets on each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 7th April 2019

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,277.85
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

771.20

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION
POLICY

...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Mark 10:14
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from
harm by all.
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate
boundaries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au

The readings of today describe what biblical scholars call Kenosis (Κενωσίς in Greek). It is translated into English as
‘the act of emptying’. It designates, in Christian Theology, Christ’s act of self-emptying – his emptying of his will
into the will of the Father; his emptying of his wisdom and power to make us wise and strong; his emptying of his
blood to cleanse us of our defilements and sins; and his emptying of his flesh to feed us, thereby, making himself our
true bread from heaven.
At the beginning of his ministry, Christ refused to listen to the devil who tempted him to exercise, as the Son of
God, his miraculous power just to show-off or just to do as he liked. Rather, he showed the devil – a lesson for us
too – that our will power has to be exercised in obedience to the Word of God. For he said to the devil, “The
Scripture says: Man shall not live by bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the
Lord” (Matthew 4:4, Luke 4:4). In another place, he said, “my food is to do the will of Him who sent me” (John
4:34).
Before Jesus suffered, he went to Gethsemane and prayed intensely three times: “Father, if you are willing, take this
cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42). And the Father loved him for surrendering his will
and taking up the cup of suffering and shameful death. He said: “No one takes it (my life) from me, but I lay it
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received
from my Father.”
Once he had made up his mind to accept the will of the Father, he followed through without allowing himself to
have second thoughts or be influenced by his persecutors. Isaiah in the first reading, voiced the words of the
Suffering Servant of God. Because it was the will of his Father, Jesus set his face like flint, he did not cover his face
against insult and spittle, nor was he touched by them. He was sure that the Lord would come to his help; he knew
he would not be shamed. As St Peter said: “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).
What he gave up and gave away, he did not lay claim to again. Having, totally surrendered to the Fathers’ will, he
made no attempt to defend himself before Caiaphas and Pilate: no ego to esteem, no pride to shield from shame, no
wisdom to show or prove, all that mattered was his obedience to his Father which would gain for him and his
father, people of all lands and languages, races and ranks, male and female.
By his self-emptying he paid the ransom for us. It is written in the Book of Revelation that Christ should receive all
honour, glory and praise for he was slain and by his “blood has purchased (redeemed) for God persons from every
tribe and language and people and nation”, and “made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and
they will reign on the earth” (Rev. 5:9-10). Through sin, human beings pledged themselves to evil, and being unable
to redeem themselves, were redeemed by Christ’s atoning sacrifice.
So, he no longer claims anything of his own (his will, blood, flesh, pleasure which he gave to redeem us); he gave
up everything freely to re-claim us, each of us, for His Father. Yes! He paid all our debts for us to belong entirely to
him. St Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, wrote: “For Christ’s love compels us, because … he died for all, that
those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again”. (1 Cor.
5:14-15) the question then is: To what extent do we feel compelled by Christ’s loving sacrifice to live only for him?
He wants us also, to join in this act of self-emptying (self-giving) in order to win souls for God. To live for Him is to
be like Him. As St John says: “Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did”. St Paul tell us, in a verse
before the passage we read in today’s second reading, to have the same mind-set, the same attitude of self-emptying,
as Christ had (Phil. 2:5). Then, in the reading itself, he went on to describe how Christ emptied himself, taking not
only the form of a human person, but as a human person, he took the place of a slave and a condemned criminal
though he was sinless. Therefore, God exalted him. So shall we be exalted, if we live by God’s will .
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Year C - 14 April 2019

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

4th May 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

FIRST READING

Is 50:4-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with
speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I
made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who
tore at my beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am
untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
1.
All who see me deride me.
3.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.)
2.
Many dogs have surrounded me,
4.
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet.
I can count every one of my bones. (R.)

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

SECOND READING

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 28th April, 2019 10:30 am

PLEASE NOT CHANGES TO PARISH OFFICE OPENING TIMES
The new times for the Parish Office to be open are:
Monday 9 am to 12 noon
Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon

Tuesday 9.00am to 3.30pm
Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm. Closed on Wednesdays, and Public Holidays

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Kaye Blake
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Lucy Murillo, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me! (R.)
I will tell of your name to my brethren
And praise you where they are assembled.
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel’s sons. (R.)

Phil 2:6-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but emptied himself to assume the
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names so that
all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Phil 2:8-9

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
Christ became obedient for us even to death dying on the cross.
Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

[

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA
The Novena to The Divine Mercy will commence on Good Friday after the Liturgy of the Passion and conclude with Prayers at 3.00pm on Divine Mercy Sunday 28th April 2019.

(The Passion Reading takes the place of the Gospel)

EASTER TRIDUUM MASS TIMES
Holy Thursday 18th April

Mass of the Lords Supper
Adoration til

Good Friday 19th April

Stations of the Cross
10.00am
Liturgy of the Lords Passion 3.00pm

Easter Sunday

Vigil Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning

6.30pm
8.30am

Easter Monday

Mass

8.30am

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

7.00pm
12.00am

EASTER TRIDUM ROSTERS
On the table at the entrance to the Church are the rosters for the Easter Triduum and the Washing of the Feet for Holy Thursday.
We still have several blank spots. If you are a Reader, Eucharist Minister, or Altar Server and you are going to be in the Parish
during Easter and would like to participate please put your name on the Roster.

