Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year C – 12th May 2019
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Dear People of God

Saint of the Week.

St. Matthias was the apostle chosen to replace Judas Iscariot following Judas' betrayal of Jesus and his subsequent death. His calling as an apostle is unique, in that his appointment was
not made personally by Jesus, who had already ascended into heaven, and it was also made
before the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the early Church. His feast day is May 14th.

MAY DEVOTIONS
Devotion to Our Lady during the month of
May will commence on Thursday 2nd May
and continue each Monday, Tuesday, and
Friday during the month at 5.45pm.
Thursday Holy Hour is still at 6pm—7pm.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meets
on each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants
will be held on Sunday, 19th May 2019 at 9:45am.
All parents who wish to have their children baptised
in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 7th May 2019

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,140.55 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

756.40

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION SESSIONS
Sunday 12th May 2019 at 10am - 11am. Sunday 19th, May at 10am - 11am.
Saturday 25th May at 10am—11am
Sunday 2nd June at 10am—11am
Saturday 8th June at 10am—11am
Saturday 15th June at 3.30pm—5.30pm (Retreat Day 1)
Sunday 16th June at 10am—12pm. (Retreat Day 2/ Rehearsal)
Friday 21st June 2019 at 6pm (2nd Rite of Reconciliation).
Please Parents and guardians take note.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of
the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you
wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the
Privacy Act, please go to the
Archdiocesan Website
www.bne.catholic.net.au.

Today, being the fourth Sunday of Easter, is commonly called the Good Shepherd Sunday as the readings, especially the
gospel, indicate. It is also called Vocations Sunday or the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. And by a divinely designed
coincidence this year, it is a Mothering Sunday or Mother’s Day here in Australia. I can see all three celebrations fitted
into one celebration of God’s loving care for his children through human agents – his appointed shepherds.
The images of a shepherd leading his flock to a pasture, caring and protecting his sheep from wolves and other dangerous
animals, may not resonate with most people in our own part of the world or among our contemporary generations, but it
was so obvious to the Jews and resonates with their agrarian and nomadic life-style. However, we are in a global village
where the internet can take us to distant places and situate us in communities and cultures other than ours in seconds. We
can imagine and interpret the biblical imagery and scenario by surfing, browsing or searching the internet. This may help
us understand what it means to be a shepherd or a sheep.
For every fourth Sunday of Easter, the gospel reading is always taken from chapter 10 of St John’s gospel in which St
John presents Jesus’ discourse of himself as the Good Shepherd. A different passage is read each year of the three-yearcycle. The passage for Year C is the shortest, very precise, and has so little to tell us about Jesus as the Good Shepherd
who wants us to be good shepherds as well. Hence it makes sense to read today’s gospel, not in isolation, but in relation
to the whole chapter, as well as to other biblical passages that talk primarily of God, or secondarily of David, the son of
David or the priests, as the shepherds of Israel.
God is the number one shepherd of his people. As Psalm 100:3 says: “We are his people, the sheep of his flock”. Because
the Lord is our shepherd, as Psalm 23 says, we “shall not want” – lacking nothing. He takes care of our provisions. We
can trust his protection and so we fear no evil. With his staff and crook, he corrects and direct my steps. Like the Psalmist
says: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.” This shows trust and confidence in God the good Shepherd. God has provided for all his creatures (see 2 Peter
1:3-4). No human being is supposed to suffer from lack either of material or nonmaterial provisions. However, some
people are still in abject poverty, some are homeless, some without proper clothes, some lacking medication and medical
care, and still others in worse but preventable situations. Why? Because those called to be shepherds for the people are
not good shepherds.
As Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, is also the good shepherd who laid down his life out of
love for his flock, so has he commissioned us, his lambs to be good shepherds as well. We are all called to be shepherds
like Jesus Christ the chief shepherd. Called to be shepherds in the different vocations God has called us to. And so today
we pray for those, not only in the priesthood and consecrated life, but those in married vocation and single life vocation,
for fathers and, especially mothers, for teachers, doctors and nurses, and some other professions which could be termed
vocations for what they do. Even the little baby is a shepherd in the making.
To be a shepherd is to be a light to the nations. As Paul and Barnabas said in today’s first reading: “For this is what the
Lord commanded us to do when he said: ‘I have made you a light for the nations, so that my salvation may reach the
ends of the earth.’” Pastors, parents, teachers, nuns, and so on, can we boldly say as Jesus says in today’s gospel: “The
sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life; they will never be
lost and no one will ever steal them from me”. Have we given up on our sheep, allowing them to be lost or allowing the
devil to steal them from us. At least, we still have the power of prayer to call on God the Father who is greater than
anyone, and from whom no one can steal. Even if it means passing through the great persecution and washing our robes
white again in the blood of the lamb, we are determined to stand together with all the sheep entrusted to our care before
the throne of God and his Lamb.
To all mothers and mother-figures, thanks for being good shepherds. Happy Mother’s Day.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Please write what touched you in today’s Mass.

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES

Week Day Mass

St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

6th June 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year C - 12 May 2019
FIRST READING

Acts 13:14, 43-52

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to synagogue on the sabbath and took their seats.
When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks with them
Paul and Barnabas urged them to remain faithful to the grace God had given them.
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the word of God. When they saw the crowds, the Jews,
prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said. Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out
boldly, ‘We had to proclaim the word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it, since you do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord commanded us to do when he said:
I have made you a light for the nations,
so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’
It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they thanked the Lord for his message; all who were destined for eternal life became believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread through the whole countryside.
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper classes and the leading men of the city and persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel them from their territory. So they shook the dust from their
feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; but the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 99:1-3. 5. R. v.3

The new times for the Parish Office to be open are: Monday 9 am to 12 noon Tuesday 9.00am to 3.30pm
Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm. Closed on Wednesdays, and Public Holidays

(R.) We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
1.
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy. (R.)
2.
Know that he, the Lord, is God.
He made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R.)

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

SECOND READING

We pray for the recently deceased : Steve French
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Brenda Dale, Lucy Murillo, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were
standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. One
of the elders said to me, ‘These are the people who have been through the great persecution, and because they have
washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day
and night in his sanctuary; and the One who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. They will never hunger
or thirst again; neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the throne will
be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.’

DAVID SEWELL
Principal

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 26th May 2019 10:30 am

PLEASE NOTE CHANGES TO PARISH OFFICE OPENING TIMES

[

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.
Consider a Bequest—.Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are properly provided for.
When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and loved ones. Once they are provided for, a Will
is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the people and organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider
including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more
information about how to make a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or
giving@bne.catholic.net.au

3.

Indeed, how good is the Lord,
Eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age. (R.)

Rv 7:9, 14-17

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 10:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Jn 10:27-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said:
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.
I give them eternal life; they will never be lost and no one will ever steal them from me.
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, and no one can steal from the
Father. The Father and I are one.’

Once again, Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers and mother-figures. God’s blessings on you. Have a
piece of stone today to always remind you of your strength and your position as our corner stones

