Fifth Sunday of Easter - Year C – 19th May 2019
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Dear Beloved in Christ

St. Brigid’s Catholic Primary School—25th Anniversary Celebrations 1994 - 2019
Wednesday, 5th June 2019 9:30am – 1:30pm. All parents, carers, foundation students and
Parishioners are invited to attend. Mass, Blessing of buildings, Launch of St. Brigid’s Way,
Tea & Coffee. Family Fun. Limited seating. Please RSVP by 29 May to
nerang@bne.catholic.edu.au

MAY DEVOTIONS
Devotion to Our Lady during the month of
May will commence on Thursday 2nd May
and continue each Monday, Tuesday, and
Friday during the month at 5.45pm.
Thursday Holy Hour is still at 6pm—7pm.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meets
on each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will
be held today Sunday, 19th May 2019 at 9:45am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in the
next few months are encouraged to attend.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 12th May 2019

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,239.10 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

832.60

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION SESSIONS
Sunday 19th May at 10am - 11am.
Saturday 25th May at 10am—11am
Sunday 2nd June at 10am—11am
Saturday 8th June at 10am—11am
Saturday 15th June at 3.30pm—5.30pm (Retreat Day 1)
Sunday 16th June at 10am—12pm. (Retreat Day 2/ Rehearsal)
Friday 21st June 2019 at 6pm (2nd Rite of Reconciliation).
Please Parents and guardians take note.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of
the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you
wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the
Privacy Act, please go to the
Archdiocesan Website
www.bne.catholic.net.au.

Our lives and our ways of living really need a continuous changing for the better every day, especially, at this Easter season when God is “making the whole creation new” (see second reading). On Easter day as on Easter vigil, through the
birth of baptism, the holy mother Church, which was foreseen by John in the second reading as the holy city and the new
Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven, received new members into her community of love. Those of us who
are already baptised, renewed our baptismal promises and thus are made new again by the power of God’s Holy Spirit.
And every day, as St Paul says: “we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into
his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).
Today being the fifth Sunday of Easter the readings remind us that God wishes to and is making all things new through
the missionary activities of Christ’s disciples who are being glorified because God is being glorified in them through their
sacrifices out of love, perseverance in faith and longing in hope for the new and eternal Jerusalem, our Heavenly homeland. Having been made new at our baptism and re-newed at this Easter season, we are then called to glorify God so as to
be glorified by God. St Paul wrote
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. (Romans 8:28-30).
Why am I a Christian? I am a Christian for a purpose. I might think I chose to, but the truth is that God initiated and
somehow influenced my choice because he wants me to do something for him. Christ said to his disciples: You did not
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other (John 15:16-17). Only the fruit
of love endures for ever. We are called to go and bear the fruit of love – like Christ, to lay down our life for the love God
and fellow human beings. Jesus also said in verse 8 of the same chapter just quoted: “This is to my Father’s glory, that
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples”.
Jesus did not shrink from death in loving us. He died saving us. He himself said: “No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John15:13). Referring to his greatest act of love, the sacrificing of himself for us his
friends, just after the last supper, he said in today’s gospel reading: “Now has the Son of Man been glorified, and in him
God has been glorified. If God has been glorified in him, God will in turn glorify him in himself, and will glorify him
very soon”. His self-sacrificing love will portray the glory of God. It will be a pleasant experience to think of the love that
took him to the cross. And God will in turn glorify him by giving him the glory of the resurrection. Knowing the full benefit of loving till it hurts, as Saint Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) described it, Jesus, in today’s gospel reading, then
commands his followers to love one another with that same kind of love as his, adding: “By this love you have for one
another, everyone will know that you are my disciples”.
Travelling to heaven through this holy city, the Church, where “God lives among men.” (See second reading), is never an
easy task. To love one’s enemies and to love and die for evil doers seems a herculean task, and for some it really is. But
we are called to go that way because of our faith in Jesus who has promised us glorious things if we do. The first reading
recalls the missionary activities of Saints Paul and Barnabas as they travelled from place to place establishing Churches
amidst suffering and persecutions. Going back to the Churches at Lystra and Iconium, “they put fresh heart into the disciples, encouraging them to persevere in the faith. ‘We all have to experience many hardships’ they said ‘before we enter
the kingdom of God.’”
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya

Please write what touched you in today’s Mass.
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

6th June 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

FIRST READING

Acts 14:21-27

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Paul and Barnabas went back through Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They put fresh heart into the disciples, encouraging them to persevere in the faith. ‘We all have to experience many hardships’ they said ‘before we enter the kingdom of God.’ In each of these churches they appointed elders, and with prayer and fasting they commended them to
the Lord in whom they had come to believe.
They passed through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. Then after proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia and from there sailed for Antioch, where they had originally been commended to the grace of God for the work
they had now completed.
On their arrival they assembled the church and gave an account of all that God had done with them, and how he had
opened the door of faith to the pagans.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 26th May 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Steve French and Frank Pulik
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Brenda Dale, Lucy Murillo, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
[

OZ ROSARY
Oz Rosary is happening again! This time it is from the 24th to the 26th of May, the weekend of the Feast of
Our Lady Help of Christians, the patroness of Australia.
“When people say the rosary together it is more formidable to the devil, then one said privately because in
this public prayer it is an army that is attacking him. He can often overcome an individual but if the prayer is
joined to other Christians, the devil has much trouble in getting the best of it. St Louis De Montford.
PRAY FOR AUSTRALIA; ITS PROTECTION, FUTURE, Youth, families.
This year we are praying in particular also for our political leaders and the spiritual leaders of our church, our
Cardinals, Bishops and Priests.
To register go to: www.facebook.com/OZROSARY53 /email: ozrosary53@gmail.com or contact Jane: 0476
535 595

STEWARDSHIP
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“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one
another.” (John 13:34)
It is easy to love someone when they love you back. But it takes strength and courage to love some one when
we feel unappreciated, used or feel our opinion doesn’t matter. It takes courage to love “my neighbor” when
he or she may be someone I don’t like, someone I don’t know or someone that doesn’t look like me.
(weekly bible reflections)

Ps 144:8-13. R. cf. v.1

(R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.
1.
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)
2.
All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God,
to make known to men your mighty deeds
and the glorious splendour of your reign. (R.)
3.
Yours is an everlasting kingdom;
your rule lasts from age to age. (R.)

SECOND READING

Rv 21:1-5

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had disappeared now, and there was no
longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as beautiful as a
bride all dressed for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice call from the throne, ‘You see this city? Here God lives
among men. He will make his home among them; they shall be his people, and he will be their God; his name is Godwith-them. He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there will be no more death, and no more mourning or sadness.
The world of the past has gone.’
Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: ‘Now I am making the whole of creation new.’

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 13:34

Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Jn 13:31-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
When Judas had gone Jesus said:
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified, and in him God has been glorified. If God has been
glorified in him, God will in turn glorify him in himself, and will glorify him very soon. My little
children, I shall not be with you much longer. I give you a new commandment: love one
another; just as I have loved you, you also must love one another. By this love you have for
one another, everyone will know that you are my disciples.’

