Pentecost Sunday - Year C – 9th June, 2019
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Dear Friends in Christ

The New Prayer for Vocations

FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL
PREPARATION SESSIONS

Begins on Pentecost June 9th

Saturday 15th June at 3.30pm—5.30pm (Retreat Day 1)
Sunday 16th June at 10am—12pm. (Retreat Day 2/ Rehearsal)
Friday 21st June 2019 at 6pm (2nd Rite of Reconciliation).
Please Parents and guardians take note.

VocationBRISBANE.com

STEWARDSHIP
June 9, 2019 Pentecost Sunday

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and
remind you of all that I told you.” (John 14:26)
The materialism of our society lures us to concentrate more on what we want than on what God wants for
us. The relativism of our world tells us that we should be tolerant of all things, that there is no absolute truth.
Pray to the Holy Spirit to transform our lives and to guide our thoughts, words and actions.
(Accessed on 28 May 2019 from https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections)

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION 2019

Let us publicly honour Our Lord through the streets with the Corpus Christi Procession from 2.00pm on Sunday
June 23rd. Bishop Finnigan will begin the procession this year and bring it to a conclusion with a homily and
Benediction in the Cathedral. For information regarding parish bus timetables to bring people into the CBD
please visit the website www.corpuschristibrisbane.com or call 0412 802 122
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 2nd June 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

791.25 - For Clergy Support
1,150.95
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT
GROUP— The craft
group meets on each
Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish
Centre.
Everyone is welcome.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510
2222

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of
the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all
today and if you wish to peruse
the Compliance Requirements
and the Privacy Act, please go
to the Archdiocesan Website
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The

Policy is on our website

Today, fifty days after Easter, the Church celebrates the solemn feast of Pentecost. The feast of Pentecost is an ancient and yet new festival. It dates back to the time of Moses - about 1300 years before the birth of Christ. Like
Passover which was taken up by Christ and given a newer and deeper meaning, Pentecost was taken up by the Holy
Spirit and was transformed into a new and enriched celebration for Christians - from the time of the Apostles till
today. All his life, Christ, as a devout Jew, celebrated annually the Passover and Pentecost as Jewish feasts. For
Christ, he came to complete these feasts, to help us celebrate them fully, not figuratively, but in their actuality.
As a Jewish feast, the Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after Passover. In the Hebrew, it is called Shavout, (meaning
‘Weeks’) and in Greek Pentecost because it occurs on the 50 th day of the festival. In the book of Deuteronomy
(16:16), where it is called the Festival of Weeks, the Feast of Pentecost is one of the three major feasts which has to
be celebrated in a holy place designated by the Lord God – which was Jerusalem as at the time of Christ and the
Apostles. And so, every (male) Jew, or proselyte to Judaism, was mandated, as a divine law, to go to Jerusalem for
the celebration.
This accounts for the number of Jews and proselytes in Jerusalem on that day when the Holy Spirit came. The first
reading says that there were in Jerusalem, “Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as
visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs”. They all heard the Apostles’ preaching, each
in his or her language. At the presence of the Holy Spirit, the barriers of language, race and class are broken. It is a
sign that the Love language of the Holy Spirit can unite all peoples, tribes, tongues and languages.
The feast of Weeks (shavout) got its name from God’s instruction to Moses in the Book of Leviticus where it is
written: “Beginning with the day after the sabbath, the day on which you bring the sheaf for elevation, you shall
count seven full weeks; you shall count to the day after the seventh week, fifty days” (Leviticus 23:15-16a; see also
Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10, 16). So, it begins a day after the solemn Sabbath of Passover as in John 19:31,
and ends with the feast of Pentecost, also called the Feast of Harvest (Exodus 23:16), or the Feast of First Fruits
(Numbers 28:26) celebrated on the fiftieth day.
For us Christians, Pentecost is the fiftieth day after forty-nine days or seven weeks of Easter season. Hence, the
Easter season is our Feast of Weeks. Pentecost is for us also, the Feast of Harvest, not the harvest of agricultural
produce but the harvest of souls. On the day of Pentecost in the Acts of the Apostles, after Peter’s speech, three
thousand souls were won over to the Lord’s side. What a very rich harvest – a harvest of human beings for eternal
life. Not a harvest of beings that decay after some time. For us also Pentecost is the Feast of First Fruits because
everybody converted to Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit is born again through baptism and becomes the first
born of God. We are all first born citizens of heaven (see Hebrews 12:23).
The law requiring the offering of the first fruits includes also the fruits of the womb. In our own case, through
baptism we were born spiritually from the womb of the Church by the power of the Holy Spirit. The question is: Is
our Pentecost a celebration of harvests – a harvest of souls, as well as a harvest of spiritual and physical gifts? St
Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, enumerates the fruits of the Holy Spirit which are “love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control”. These are the fruits we bear if we claim that the Holy
Spirit lives in us. They are harvested from us. These are the spiritual things we should be interested in planting and
nurturing to yield a rich harvest of souls for Christ. It makes God happy and gives him glory if we bear much fruit.
Jesus says, “By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples” (John 15:8).
St Paul, in today’s second reading, says that “People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be
pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has
made his home in you”. Since the Holy Spirit dwells in us let us then be interested in spiritual things. Thus, we will
then truly celebrate the feast of Pentecost as a Feast of Harvest and a Feast of First Fruits..
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

6th July 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Acts 2:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard what sounded like a
powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech.
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this sound they all assembled,
each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language. They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they
said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language?
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike –
Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.’
Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 34. R. v.30

(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

Pentecost Sunday - Year C – 9th June 2019

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 23rd June 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale, Lucy Murillo, (Baby) Paris Organ,
Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
[

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held Sunday, June 16, 2019 at 9:45am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

On Thursday 13th June 2019

we will be celebrating Fatima Day at the Marian Valley and would love for you to join
us. The bus will be picking up at Mary Immaculate Church at Ashmore at about 8.00am and then onto the Sacred Heart Church,
Clear Island Waters, at approximately 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately
8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat
with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age. Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

1.

2.

Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you are,
How many are your works, O Lord!
The earth is full of your riches. (R.)
You take back your spirit, they die,
returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the earth. (R.)

SECOND READING

3.

May the glory of the Lord last for ever!
May the Lord rejoice in his works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to him.
I find my joy in the Lord. (R.)

Rom 8:8-17

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in
the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the
Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in
you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.
So then, my brothers, there is no necessity for us to obey our unspiritual selves or to live unspiritual lives. If you do
live in that way, you are doomed to die; but if by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the body you will live.
Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. The spirit you received is not the spirit of slaves bringing fear into your
lives again; it is the spirit of sons, and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’ The Spirit himself and our spirit bear united
witness that we are children of God. And if we are children we are heirs as well: heirs of God and coheirs with Christ,
sharing his sufferings so as to share his glory.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come, Holy Spirit; fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Jn 14:15-16. 23-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said to his disciples
‘If you love me you will keep my commandments. I shall ask the Father and he will give you another
Advocate to be with you for ever. If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and
we shall come to him and make our home with him. Those who do not love me do not keep my words. And
my word is not my own; it is the word of the one who sent me. I have said these things to you while still with
you; but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and
remind you of all that I have said to you.’

