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Dear People of God

STEWARDSHIP
Feast of Corpus Christi

“They all ate and were satisfied. And when the leftover fragments were picked
up, they filled twelve wicker baskets” (Luke 9:17)
The story of the Loaves and Fishes shows us that when we share what we have, even if it doesn't seem like that much,
miracles can happen! Do not think that your gift is too small or insignificant! God blesses all the gifts we offer and
makes them wondrous. Www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL.
The Winter Appeal for St Vincent de Paul will be held here at St Brigid's on the weekend of 29th
and 30th June. Please come prepared to support this worthy charity ministering to our less
fortunate brothers and sisters in our local community.
ALL VOLUNTEERS
We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in
volunteering in our Parish to please contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for a card so that they can
go on line and register with the Archdiocese. We thank
those volunteers who have already registered.

Remember to say as often as you can,
The New Prayer for Vocations
VocationBRISBANE.com

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 16th June 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

812.20
1,181.35

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For
further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT
GROUP— The craft
group meets on each
Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish
Centre. All
welcome.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510
2222

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

We here at St
Brigid’s
Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE P
RIVACY ACT & THE
AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if
you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements and
the Privacy Act, please go to the
Archdiocesan Website:
w ww.bne.catholic.net.au. The
Policy is on our website

Today, the Church celebrates the feast of Corpus et Sanguine Christi – the Body and Blood of Christ. From the time of the
Apostles, the celebration of the Lord’s Supper (or the Breaking of Bread) has been the source and summit of the Church’s
life and ministries. Today’s readings highlight the three main aspects of this feast: a sacrifice, a sacrament of the divine
presence, a mystery.
In the first reading, we read of the Sacrifice of bread and wine, offered to God on behalf of Abram (or Abraham) by Melchizedek. It was a sacrifice of thanksgiving and blessing for a miraculous victory granted to Abraham and his household
(see Genesis 14:1ff). By the same sacrifice, Melchizedek invoked God’s blessings upon Abraham and his household. This
passage prefigures the sacrifice of the Eucharist in many ways (see Hebrews 6:20-7:1ff). Firstly, the person who offered
the sacrifice was Melchizedek (which means the King of righteousness), the king of Salem (or shalom, which means
‘peace’) and a priest of the Most High. So, he is the image of the sinless Christ who is the real king of righteousness and
king of peace; who also was anointed and sent into the world as the high priest of the new and everlasting covenant that
saves and blesses humanity with abundant life (John 10:10). He offered a pure and holy sacrifice with Bread and wine.
Like the sacrifice of Melchizedek, the Eucharist is a thanksgiving sacrifice to God who saves us from Satan, sin and
death. Hence, it is called the Eucharist, which in Greek means ‘Thanksgiving’ (transliterated as Eucharistein). Abraham,
because he understood what that meant for him, showed appreciation for that exceptional service rendered on his behalf:
thanking God and invoking blessings on him. He gave one-tenth of everything he had to the priest and king. This shows a
connection between the Eucharist and our offerings (or collections) during Mass. Although, the collection at Mass helps
to provide sustenance for the priest(s) and maintenance of the Church, it should be first and foremost, a show of gratitude
to God and his priest.
In today’s second reading, St Paul tells us how the Eucharist has been passed on from generation to generation as Church
Tradition. He himself received it “from the Lord, and in turn passed” it on to us: “that on the same night that he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread” and after the meal, the wine, “and thanked God … and broke it, and he said,
‘This is my body”, “this my blood”; “do this as a memorial of me …. Until the Lord comes, therefore, every time you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming his death”.
He went on to say that, “those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves” (1 Cor. 11:29). So, it is not only a memorial but the real Body and Blood of Christ that are being received in Holy
Communion. The Council of Trent says that it is not only “a symbol of a sacred thing, and “a visible form of an invisible
grace” but also a sacrament of the Real Presence of Christ. The fathers of the Council went on to say that, “Christ whole
and entire (His body, blood, soul and divinity) is under the species of bread (and wine), and under any part whatsoever of
that species”. Hence, Christ as God and man, after Consecration at Mass, is really present in the bread and wine. Thus,
the bread is no longer bread, but Jesus and the same with the wine.
Right from the time of Christ, most people have found it difficult to believe in the Eucharist as the real body and blood of
Christ (see John 6:53-69). This feast was instituted as a feast in the universal Church in 1264 by Pope Urban 1V. The purpose was to strengthen the faith of the faithful in the Eucharist, and in the Church and her priests through whom the memorial is re-enacted; to foster devotion to and worship of, Jesus in the Eucharist, and to declare publicly our faith in the
Real Presence of Jesus in the consecrated host and wine.
It is a mystery really. But we have to believe it to be true, because it is a mystery also to multiply five loaves and the two
fish to feed the thousands of people. The same power that effected this miracle, can turn the bread to His Body. That power that turned water into wine can turn wine into His Blood to feed us spiritually and give us immortal life.
In the Mass, the breaking, sharing and eating of the Body of Christ, blessed and broken, becomes for Christ’s faithful a
Communion (com-union) – that is, something that brings them together and keeps them united with Christ and with one
another. Thus, all those who receive of Christ’s Body and Blood “become one body, one Spirit in Christ”. Do we live and
love as one body and with one Spirit in Christ?
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass

FIRST READING

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

6th July 2019

Sunday Mass

A reading from the book of Genesis
Melchizedek king of Salem brought bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High. He pronounced this blessing:
‘Blessed be Abraham by God Most High, creator of heaven and earth,
and blessed be God Most High for handing over your enemies to you.’
And Abraham gave him a tithe of everything.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 109:1-4. R. v.4

(R.) You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Gen 14:18-20

Thursday
Thursday

2.
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

1.

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 28th July 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Ingomar Peter, Ronald Kelly & Lucy Murillo
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Gloria Guinea, Bernice Smale
and Erlinda Portes. We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss
by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ,
Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

Feast of St. John the Baptist—June 24— St. John is often called the forerunner of Jesus. He was the
son of Zechariah and Elizabeth (a relative of Mary’s). It was he who leapt in his mother’s womb when
she was visited by Mary. He wore the traditional camel’s hair clothes of a prophet and lived on a diet of
locusts and wild honey. He preached that God’s judgement was imminent and people should repent
and be baptized. Jesus was among those whom he baptized. John was imprisoned by Herod Antipas
and was later executed at his command.
Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age. Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

The Lord’s revelation to my Master:
‘Sit on my right:
I will put your foes beneath your feet.’ (R.)
The Lord will send from Zion
your sceptre of power:
rule in the midst of all your foes. (R.)

SECOND READING

3.
4.

A prince from the day of your birth
on the holy mountains;
from the womb before the daybreak I begot you. (R.)
The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change.
‘You are a priest for ever,
a priest like Melchizedek of old.’ (R.)

1 Cor 11:23-26

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
This is what I received from the Lord, and in turn passed on to you: that on the same night that he was betrayed, the
Lord Jesus took some bread, and thanked God for it and broke it, and he said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do
this as a memorial of me.’ In the same way he took the cup after supper, and said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Whenever you drink it, do this as a memorial of me.’ Until the Lord comes, therefore, every time you eat this
bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming to his death.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 6:51-52

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord; whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 9:11-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus made the crowds welcome and talked to them about the kingdom of God; and he cured those who were in need
of healing.
It was late afternoon when the Twelve came to him and said, ‘Send the people away, and they can go to the villages
and farms round about to find lodging and food; for we are in a lonely place here.’ He replied, ‘Give them something
to eat yourselves.’ But they said, ‘We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we are to go ourselves and
buy food for all these people.’ For there were about five thousand men. But he said to his disciples, ‘Get them to sit
down in parties of about fifty.’ They did so and made them all sit down. Then he took the five loaves and the two fish,
raised his eyes to heaven, and said the blessing over them; then he broke them and handed them to his disciples to distribute among the crowd. They all ate as much as they wanted, and when the scraps remaining were collected they
filled twelve baskets.

2019 First Holy Communion

May I use this opportunity to say a big Congratulations to our Children who made their first Holy Communion this weekend. I
also say a big Thank you their parents, families and friends who supported them on this journey; to our wonderful and dedicated members of the Sacramental Team; to the energetic ladies working in the office; the Sacristans and other volunteers; to the hospitality department of our parish and to all who graced the occasion and our Eucharistic celebration.
May you all remain for ever blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020: National Theme for Discernment #2
How is God calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is Inclusive, Participatory and Synodal?
This National Theme for Discernment is inspired by the voices of the People of God who expressed a desire for
individuals and groups within and also beyond the Church to find a better welcome and be incorporated more into her
life and mission. Find out more at www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

