Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C – 7th July 2019
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C – 7th July 2019
FIRST READING

Is 66:10-14

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Rejoice, Jerusalem, be glad for her, all you who love her! Rejoice, rejoice for her, all you who mourned
her! That you may be suckled, filled, from her consoling breast, that you may savour with delight her
glorious breasts. For thus says the Lord: Now towards her I send flowing peace, like a river, and like a
stream in spate the glory of the nations. At her breast will her nurslings be carried and fondled in her
lap. Like a son comforted by his mother will I comfort you. And by Jerusalem you will be comforted.
At the sight your heart will rejoice, and your bones flourish like the grass. To his servants the Lord will
reveal his hand.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. v.1

(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
1.
Cry out with joy to God all the earth,
3.
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise.
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! (R.)
2.
‘Before you all the earth shall bow;
4.
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
Come and see the works of God,
tremendous his deeds among men. (R.)

SECOND READING

He turned the sea into dry land,
they passed through the river dry-shod.
Let our joy then be in him;
he rules for ever by his might. (R.)
Come and hear, all who fear God.
I will tell what he did for my soul.
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer
nor withhold his love from me. (R.)

Gal 6:14-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians
The only thing I can boast about is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me,
and I to the world. It does not matter if a person is circumcised or not; what matters is for him to become an altogether new creature. Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, who form the Israel of God.
I want no more trouble from anybody after this; the marks on my body are those of Jesus. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, my brothers. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Col 3:15. 16

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
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Lk 10:1-12. 17-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him, in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself was to visit. He said to them, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send
labourers to his harvest. Start off now, but remember, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Carry no
purse, no haversack, no sandals. Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you go into, let your first words be,
“Peace to this house!” And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will come back
to you. Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do
not move from house to house. Whenever you go into a town where they make you welcome, eat what is set before
you. Cure those in it who are sick, and say, “The kingdom of God is very near to you.” But whenever you enter a
town and they do not make you welcome, go out into its streets and say, “We wipe off the very dust of your town
that clings to our feet, and leave it with you. Yet be sure of this: the kingdom of God is very near.” I tell you, that on
that day it will not go as hard with Sodom as with that town.’
The seventy-two came back rejoicing. ‘Lord,’ they said, ‘even the devils submit to us when we use your name.’ He
said to them, ‘I watched Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Yes, I have given you power to tread underfoot serpents and scorpions and the whole strength of the enemy; nothing shall ever hurt you. Yet do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you; rejoice rather that your names are written in heaven.’
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Dear People of God
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the
harvest to send labourers to his harvest”. From the passage, it is obvious that the harvest he meant was not of an
agricultural or economic kind. He was referring to the harvest of souls – and the labourers are those who preach the Word
of God with power to save souls. How true is this saying of Jesus in our contemporary world? I think there are many
souls to be harvested for God’s kingdom. But how many are really willing to go into the world and make disciples of all
nations?
The first part of the Gospel says that the Lord Jesus, “appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him, in
pairs, to all the towns and places he himself was to visit”. Among other things, he told them to announce that “the
Kingdom of God is very near to you”. His visit was to establish God’s Kingdom. Jesus is God. He knows how to speak
directly to every heart. He has the power to change and convert people to himself. He has the power to cure the sick
miraculously. Why would he need people to go out to do that job? Simply put, he wants us to have the honour of sharing
in God’s work – doing what no human being but God alone can do. It is really an honour and a privilege to be called to
do God’s work with him.
We heard this happened when the seventy-two missionary disciples who were appointed and sent “came back rejoicing.
‘Lord,’ they said, ‘even the devils submit to us when we use your name’.” The devils are spiritual beings, too proud to
humble themselves before God. They are more powerful and more intelligent than human beings. They belong to the
kingdom of darkness or kingdom of Satan, who is himself a devil and the head and commander of the devils. The work of
the devils is to create sin and the occasions of sin and lure people deceptively into them, with the full knowledge that this
will sever people’s relationship with God. They trap people in sin and hold them captive until they are liberated from their
shackles, by declaring their allegiance to Jesus.
St John wrote that “when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil, who has been sinning since the
beginning. But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil”. (1 John 3:7-9). We Christians have been called
also to destroy the works of Satan, by stepping out of our comfort zones in order to make disciples of all nations. Like
Jesus our Lord, we have to apply to ourselves this prophecy of Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
chosen me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to set free the oppressed and announce that the time has come when the Lord will save his people.” (Luke 4:18-19;
see also Isaiah 61:1-7).
The kingdom of God very near to people on earth is the Church. The mission of the appointed labourers is to labour and
gather a rich harvest which is more souls into God’s kingdom – the Church first and heaven later - souls saved by Christ
and for Christ. How can this Church with all the abuse scandals, a community with imperfect and sinful people, be the
kingdom of God - many would ask? But no matter how we may view it, the truth remains that the Church is God’s kingdom—the people of God like the Israelites of old whom the scripture described as such.
St Paul in today’s second reading says: “It does not matter if a person is circumcised or not; what matters is for him to
become an altogether new creature. Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, who form the Israel of God” which is
the Church. Based on this we could interpret the first reading as not only referring to the ancient city of Jerusalem but to
the Church Universal as well, which is the new Jerusalem. (see Revelation 21; Heb. 12:22-24). Our dissatisfaction with
and mourning for the Church, will be turned into joy and comfort. The first reading tells those who love Jerusalem and
mourn for her to rejoice and be glad for her (the Church), because “to his servants the Lord will reveal his hand”, and the
they shall rejoice and be comforted.
Satan only reigns when the children of God refuse to step up and step out. But when they do, he and his kingdom crash
like lightning from heaven as Jesus observed in today’s Gospel. Let us be Labourers in the Lord’s harvest. There are
actually wolves (satanic forces) and Jesus is sending us out as lambs among them. It’s not going to be easy to step out and
step up for Jesus, but the Lord will reveal his hand and display his power. And souls shall be saved.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

3rd August 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

ALL VOLUNTEERS
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 28th July 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Ingomar Peter, Ronald Kelly, Lucy Murillo & Richard Nagle
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ,
Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Saturday 13th July and everyone is welcome. The bus will be picking
up at Mary Immaculate Church at Ashmore at about 8.00am and then onto the Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at
approximately 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is
$20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or
5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

Remember to say as often as you can,
The New Prayer for Vocations
VocationBRISBANE.com

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meets on each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre. All welcome.

ANNUAL PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION
The Peter’s Pence Collection is an annual collection of the Catholic Church around the world. The collection
allows the Holy Father to respond to the most needy throughout the world, to offer timely, effective emergency assistance to our suffering brothers and sisters. In the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we take this collection up
as a retiring collection. The collection will be taken up this weekend the 6th and 7th July which is the weekend after the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul.

We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in volunteering in our Parish and have not yet registered on
line to do so urgently. Please ask Father for a Welcome Card.
Please only register for the volunteer ministries that you wish to carry out not ones that have no relevance to
our Parish as this will cause confusion at the Archdiocese. The dead line for completion of the documents is
31st July. If you have registered for ministries that are not part of our parish or you have missed a ministry,
please return to the site and amend the details. We thank those volunteers who have already registered.
St. Benedict—Feast Day 11th July 2019. Born 480AD and died 547AD in Italy. He wrote the Rule of St Benedict
which became the norm for monastic living throughout Europe and is known as the father of western monasticism. He
was proclaimed the patron saint of Europe by Pope Paul VI in 1964 . His sister Scholastica was also declared a saint.
“Idleness is the enemy of the soul, and therefore the brethren ought to be employed in manual labor at certain times, at
others, in devout reading.”

BAPTISM PREPARATION -

The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held Sunday, July 21, 2019 at
9:45am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 30th June 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

763.00
1,028.65

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

We here at St
Brigid’s
Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE P
RIVACY ACT & THE
AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if
you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements and
the Privacy Act, please go to the
Archdiocesan Website:
w ww.bne.catholic.net.au. The
Policy is on our website

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510
2222

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please
call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.

