Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C – 21st July 2019
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time -Year C — 21st July 2019
FIRST READING

Gen 18:1-10

A reading from the book of Genesis
The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre while he was sitting by the entrance of the tent during the
hottest part of the day. He looked up, and there he saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw them
he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them, and bowed to the ground. ‘My lord,’ he said, ‘I beg you, if I
find favour with you, kindly do not pass your servant by. A little water shall be brought; you shall wash your
feet and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch a little bread and you shall refresh yourselves before going further. That is why you have come in your servant’s direction.’ They replied, ‘Do as you say.’
Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah. ‘Hurry,’ he said, ‘knead three bushels of flour and make loaves.’
Then running to the cattle Abraham took a fine and tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it. Then taking cream, milk and the calf he had prepared, he laid all before them, and they ate while he
remained standing near them under the tree.
‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. ‘She is in the tent,’ he replied. Then his guest said, ‘I shall visit you
again next year without fail and your wife will then have a son.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 14:2-5. R. v.1

(R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?
He who walks without fault;
he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart;
he who does not slander with his tongue. (R.)

3.

He who keeps his pledge, come what may;
who takes no interest on a loan
and accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a man will stand firm for ever. (R.)

2. He who does no wrong to his brother,
who casts no slur on his neighbour,
who holds the godless in disdain,
but honours those who fear the Lord. (R.)

SECOND READING

Col 1:24-28

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now, and in my body to do what I can to make up all
that has still to be undergone by Christ for the sake of his body, the Church. I became the servant of the Church
when God made me responsible for delivering God’s message to you, the message which was a mystery hidden
for generations and centuries and has now been revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to reveal it to them
and to show all the rich glory of this mystery to pagans. The mystery is Christ among you, your hope of glory:
this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone and instruct everyone,
to make them all perfect in Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See Lk 8:15

Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
and yield a harvest through perseverance.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 10:38-42

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. She had a sister called
Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all
the serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the serving all by myself? Please tell
her to help me.’ But the Lord answered: ‘Martha, Martha,’ he said, ‘you worry and fret about so many things,
and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part; it is not to be taken from
her.
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Dearly beloved in Christ
In St Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus commands us to be perfect as our heavenly father is perfect (Matthew 5:48). By that he
expressed his desire that his disciples should strive after godly perfection. The nub of this command to strive for divine
perfection is in the demonstrative (or practical) love of the other person through generosity and hospitality, regardless of
their status, or our conceived or perceived human ties with them. Our love for others must be concrete and exemplary. As
St John says: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love a brother whom
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. This is the commandment we have from him: whoever loves God
must also love his brother” (1 John 4:19-21).
The motif of today’s readings is to love and cherish one another as the God we see. God does appear in human form. In
fact, it should be presumed that he is the person I see whenever I encounter anybody, the person standing, sitting or lying
next to me. Christ was emphatic on this when he says: “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” and also, “… whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did
not do for me” (Matthew 25:40, 45). The surprised question many will ask Jesus on the last day will be: ‘when did we see
you and did not come to your help?’. Yes, we should not need to recognise him before we can welcome and care for him
in others. Let us live by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7). Must we see before we believe? Jesus told Thomas the Apostle:
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe”.
We should, therefore, as St Paul says, “regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once regarded Christ
from a human point of view, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has passed away, behold, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:16-17). God created human beings in his image and likeness. But
more glorious and truer is the renewal and transformation of humanity into sons and daughters of God – each a perfect
image of his Son Jesus Christ. We are like God not in resemblance but in the mystery of our divine DNA. A spiritual
Paternity Test would prove that. Are we not his children and his representatives?
At baptism, we are recreated into Christ. It may appear difficult to believe that that friend, neighbour, son, mum, teacher,
co-worker, church member, stranger, even that enemy, is God or Christ, and should be treated accordingly; however, we
should know that this is a mystery revealed by God.
In today’s second reading, imagining ourselves to be like St Paul, we too have received the responsibility of transmitting
this message to everyone and to “thoroughly train … and instruct everyone, to make them all perfect in Christ”. The
message we pass on, according to him, “was a mystery hidden for generations and centuries and has now been revealed to
his saints” Even if we have to suffer with Christ in order to carry out this mandate (this mission), we should accept that
gladly, seeing it as our way of completing the suffering of Christ for his body, the Church. If we take pleasure in loving
others, especially the strangers, the destitute and the marginalised, to the point of enduring the pain of caring for them,
who each is the Christ we see, then we shall become Christ - a saviour - to them.
In the first reading, Abraham received a special blessing from three strangers, who were God in human form, passing by
his way, because he welcomed and showed them hospitality. In the gospel, we saw two sisters, Martha and Mary,
welcoming and showing hospitality to Jesus their family friend. The two sisters represent two streams of care and concern
that Christ’s disciples can offer: Martha for those who care for other people’s material and biological needs, and Mary for
those who give a listening ear and pay attention to those they care for. According to Jesus, the second is better, maybe
because it gives respect, regard, and value to the person attended to.
So, my dear friends, as the Scripture says, let us “keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to
show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. Continue
to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you
yourselves were suffering”. (Hebrews 13:1-3). To us St Paul says: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others” (Philippians 2:3-4).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

3rd August 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

ALL VOLUNTEERS

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in volunteering in our Parish and have not yet registered on
line to do so urgently. Please ask Father for a Welcome Card.
Please only register for the volunteer ministries that you wish to carry out not ones that have no relevance to
our Parish as this will cause confusion at the Archdiocese. The dead line for completion of the documents is
31st July. If you have registered for ministries that are not part of our parish or you have missed a ministry,
please return to the site and amend the details. We thank those volunteers who have already registered.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

HELP - A washing machine is urgently needed for a local family. If you are able to help, please
phone Ed Fahey 0413-547 470. Many thanks,
St Vincent De Paul Society

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 28th July 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Eric Gordon & Teresa Fahey
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Colin Evans, Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris
Organ, Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda
Silvy,Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

Foodfest Fundraiser for
Ratnapura Diocese in Sri Lanka
Sunday 11 August after 8:30am Mass

Sri Lankan meal, bric-a-brac & baked goodies available. Please support our overseas family in their

Remember to say as often as you can,

The New Prayer for Vocations
VocationBRISBANE.com

need!

One day Spiritual Retreat. “Living in the Divine Will. Come and hear the Good News of the fulfill-

ment of the Our Father “Your Kingdom come, Your Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven” Keynote Speaker: Fr Emil Milat, at Marian Valley, 2541 Beechmont Rd, Witheren QLD 4275 on 25th of July 2019. Cost:
$20.00. B.Y.O. Lunch. Registration: Louise FitzHenry 0412622816 at plantnet123@gmail.com or Sue Daley
0419731780 sueldaley@gmail.com or Maria Thiel 0404092241 mononet@bigpond.net.au “

Discovering Global Mission

How can our skills create better opportunities for disadvantaged people? Communities in Timor Leste, PNG, Samoa,
Kiribati and Kenya seek volunteers to build local capacity. These assignments are not quick fixes. Find out how teacher Guida Cabrita assisted both educators and students in Timor Leste, and how sharing your skills can immerse you
in a world of deep cultural discovery. Qualified medics, teachers, tradies, business and admins are always required.
Discover Palms Australia: Sunday August 11th @ 1pm Brisbane Square Library
Community Meeting Room, 266 George St BRISBANE . Visit: www.palms.org.au

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age. Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 14th July 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

635.85
1,142.40

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

We here at St
Brigid’s
Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PRIVACY ACT & THE
AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if
you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements and
the Privacy Act, please go to the
Archdiocesan Website:
w ww.bne.catholic.net.au. The
Policy is on our website

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at
6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month. For further information please
call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meets
each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre.
All welcome.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222

