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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C – 14th July 2019
FIRST READING

Dt 30:10-14

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people: ‘Obey the voice of the Lord your God, keeping those commandments and laws of his that
are written in the Book of this Law, and you shall return to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul. ‘For this
Law that I enjoin on you today is not beyond your strength or beyond your reach. It is not in heaven, so that you need
to wonder, “Who will go up to heaven for us and bring it down to us, so that we may hear it and keep it?” Nor is it
beyond the seas, so that you need to wonder, “Who will cross the seas for us and bring it back to us, so that we may
hear it and keep it?” No, the Word is very near to you, it is in your mouth and in your heart for your observance.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 68:14. 17. 30-31. 33-34. 36-37. R. see v.33

(R.) Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.
1. This is my prayer to you,
3.
my prayer for your favour.
In your great love, answer me, O God,
with your help that never fails:
Lord, answer, for your love is kind;
in your compassion, turn towards me. (R.)
2. As for me in my poverty and pain
4.
let your help, O God, lift me up.
I will praise God’s name with a song;
I will glorify him with thanksgiving. (R.)

SECOND READING

The poor when they see it will be glad
And God-seeking hearts will revive;
for the Lord listens to the needy
and does not spurn his servants in their chains. (R.)
For God will bring help to Zion
And rebuild the cities of Judah.
The sons of his servants shall inherit it;
those who love his name shall dwell there. (R.)

Col 1:15-20

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
Christ Jesus is the image of the unseen God and the first-born of all creation, for in him were Created all
things in heaven and on earth: everything visible and everything invisible, Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers – all things were created through him and for him. Before anything was created, he
existed, and he holds all things in unity. Now the Church is his body, he is its head. As he is the Begin
ning, he was first to be born from the dead, so that he should be first in every way; because God wanted
all perfection to be found in him and all things to be reconciled through him and for him, everything in
heaven and everything on earth, when he made peace by his death on the cross.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See Jn 6:63. 68

Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;
you have the words of everlasting life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
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Lk 10:25-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
There was a lawyer who, to disconcert Jesus, stood up and said to him, ‘Master, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the Law? What do you read there?’ He replied, ‘You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as
yourself.’ ‘You have answered right,’ said Jesus, ‘do this and life is yours.’
But the man was anxious to justify himself and said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was
once on his way down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of brigands; they took all he had, beat him
and then made off, leaving him half dead. Now a priest happened to be travelling down the same road, but when he
saw the man, he passed by on the other side. In the same way a Levite who came to the place saw him, and passed by
on the other side. But a Samaritan traveller who came upon him was moved with compassion when he saw him. He
went up and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. He then lifted him on to his own mount, carried
him to the inn and looked after him. Next day, he took out two denarii and handed them to the innkeeper. “Look after
him,” he said, “and on my way back I will make good any extra expense you have.” Which of these three, do you
think, proved himself a neighbour to the man who fell into the brigands’ hands?’ ‘The one who took pity on him,’ he
replied. Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do the same yourself.’
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My Good Friends
The greatest commandment, as we all know, is the commandment of love. Almost every religion preaches that. Yes, even
Satanic religions, like Satanism for instance, preach that. That may have surprised you, does it? Truly, Satan and his
followers are not completely bad as most of us might presume they are. St Paul tells us that Satan and his followers can
show themselves as angels of light and servants of righteousness respectively (read that in 2 Cor. 11:13-15). And as
St James says: “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe that there is
one God. Good! Even the demons believe that — and shudder”. In line with this, we can fittingly substitute St James’
faith-in-action, with love-in-action of the good Samaritan in today’s gospel reading. In that story is found the
distinguishing mark of Christian love.
The commandment of love can be viewed and interpreted from different perspectives. For some people, it states, ‘love
yourself and let others love you’; for others, ‘love yourself as you love others’; ‘love others as they love you’; or others still
‘love others as you love yourself’. Note that there is as yet no reference to God in all that. And so those expressions of the
commandment cannot be true and perfect, because God is LOVE – real and true LOVE (see 1 John 4:7-21). So, for true
love and perfect love to exist, it has to be godly, boundless and perfect. God is love and has to be loved, for a godly person
cannot but love LOVE. And God loves everybody he created.
Christianity inherited this kind of understanding of the law of love from Judaism or the Jewish religion. However,
Christianity distinguished herself from others, by perfecting the understanding of the requirements of the commandment
of Love which Christ taught, by extending it to the love of enemies. God loves everybody unconditionally - even those
who made themselves His enemies, and he waits patiently for them to turn back and embrace his love. In the first reading,
Moses instructed the Israelites who were on the final lap of their journey to the Promised Land, saying: “Obey the voice
of the Lord your God, keeping those commandments and laws of his that are written in the Book of this Law, and you
shall return to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul”. Just as he said to them, so he says now to us who are
journeying into our Promised Land of eternal life - our heavenly homeland.
As Christians, we all know what we must do to inherit eternal life. But like the lawyer in today’s gospel reading, we still
ask. He said to Jesus, “Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus prompted him to answer that question
himself. He knew the answer, and so, he said: “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself”. Then Jesus said “You have answered
right. Do this and life is yours”. Thus, he calls his followers to practise love and not only to preach love. The lawyer’s
next question, “And who is my neighbour?”, gave Jesus the opportunity to teach, using the Parable of the Good
Samaritan, the perfect knowledge and practice of the commandment of love of neighbour. Anyone who loves this way
will definitely inherit eternal life.
Relating to the images in the parable, I can say that the love of neighbour is to feel his or her predicaments, and to be
deeply, selflessly and practically responsible – full of practical concern - for his or her wellbeing. It means bearing the
burden of another’s heavy burden and lifting them out of their pitiable state - that needs a compassionate heart. It means
bearing the cost of other people’s (the brigands’) faults by cleaning up their mess; other people’s (the priest’s and the
Levite’s) neglect by teaching them how to show concern; other people’s (the innkeeper’s) ignorance by teaching them how
to love, and their (the donkey’s) insensitivity by make them feel the weight of those wounded and in trouble.
The Parable of the Good Samaritan shows that love of God and of neighbour has to be practical, reconciliatory and
peace-full, without boundaries, and must be done without counting the cost. In loving the wounded and the helpless Jew,
the Samaritan did not count the enmity between the Samaritans and the Jews, nor the ridicule and discrimination his
people received from the Jews. He did not count the forfeited profit of the business he left behind to attend to his needy
neighbour; the resources and finances he invested, and the days and energy he spent. He did not count the suspicion of
betrayal of his people and the fear of accusation of the Jews. He went ahead and did it. Jesus’ final word in today’s gospel
is: “Go and do the same yourself”. Let us then go and do the same. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

3rd August 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

ALL VOLUNTEERS

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in volunteering in our Parish and have not yet registered on
line to do so urgently. Please ask Father for a Welcome Card.
Please only register for the volunteer ministries that you wish to carry out not ones that have no relevance to
our Parish as this will cause confusion at the Archdiocese. The dead line for completion of the documents is
31st July. If you have registered for ministries that are not part of our parish or you have missed a ministry,
please return to the site and amend the details. We thank those volunteers who have already registered.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

HELP - A washing machine is urgently needed for a local family. If you are able to help, please
phone Ed Fahey 0413-547 470. Many thanks,
St Vincent De Paul Society

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 28th July 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Eric Gordon & Teresa Fahey
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Colin Evans, Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris
Organ, Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda
Silvy,Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

CHANGES TO MASS TIMES FOR THIS COMING WEEK
This week from Monday to Friday inclusive , 15th to 19th July, there will be no daily Masses in our
Parish. Mass will resume as normal on Saturday morning 20th July at 9.00am.

Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age. Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 7th July 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

697.70
1,156.75

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Remember to say as often as you can, The New Prayer for Vocations VocationBRISBANE.com

One day Spiritual Retreat. “Living in the Divine Will. Come and hear the Good News of the fulfill-

ment of the Our Father “Your Kingdom come, Your Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven” Keynote Speaker: Fr Emil Milat, at Marian Valley, 2541 Beechmont Rd, Witheren QLD 4275 on 25th of July 2019. Cost:
$20.00. B.Y.O. Lunch. Registration: Louise FitzHenry 0412622816 at plantnet123@gmail.com or Sue Daley
0419731780 sueldaley@gmail.com or Maria Thiel 0404092241 mononet@bigpond.net.au “
St Bonaventure—July 15— 1221 to 1274. He was a

BAPTISM PREPARATION Franciscan, theologian, doctor of the Church, and was both
learned and holy. As a young boy he was cured of a serious The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants
illness through the prayers of St Francis of Assisi. Inspired will be held Sunday, July 21, 2019 at 9:45am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in
by Francis and the example of the friars, he entered the
Franciscan Order and became a teacher of theology in the the next few months are encouraged to attend.
University. He was loved by all who met him and to know
him was to love him

We here at St
Brigid’s
Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE P
RIVACY ACT & THE
AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if
you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements and
the Privacy Act, please go to the
Archdiocesan Website:
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please
call
1800 846643.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510
2222

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

