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FIRST READING
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Gen 18:20-32

A reading from the book of Genesis
The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is their sin! I propose to go
down and see whether or not they have done all that is alleged in the outcry against them that has come up to me. I
am determined to know.’
The men left there and went to Sodom while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. Approaching him he said,
‘Are you really going to destroy the just man with the sinner? Perhaps there are fifty just men in the town. Will you
really overwhelm them, will you not spare the place for the fifty just men in it? Do not think of doing such a thing: to
kill the just man with the sinner, treating just and sinner alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge of the whole earth not
administer justice?’ The Lord replied, ‘If at Sodom I find fifty just men in the town, I will spare the whole place because of them.’
Abraham replied, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this to my Lord, I who am dust and ashes. But perhaps the fifty just
men lack five: will you destroy the whole city for five?’ ‘No’, he replied ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-five just men
there.’ Again Abraham said to him, ‘Perhaps there will only be forty there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of
the forty.’
Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry, but give me leave to speak: perhaps there will only be thirty there.’ ‘I
will not do it’ he replied ‘if I find thirty there.’ He said, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this, but perhaps there will only
be twenty there.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the twenty.’ He said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry
if I speak once more: perhaps there will only be ten.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the ten.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 137:1-3. 6-8. R. v.3

(R.) Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.)

3.

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)

4.

SECOND READING

The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of affliction
you give me life and frustrate my foes. (R.)
You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands. (R.)

Col 2:12-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
You have been buried with Christ, when you were baptised; and by baptism, too, you have been raised up with him
through your belief in the power of God who raised him from the dead. You were dead, because you were sinners
and had not been circumcised: he has brought you to life with him, he has forgiven us all our sins. He has overridden the Law, and cancelled every record of the debt that we had to pay; he has done away with it by nailing it to the
cross.
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Dear People of God
We read last weekend, how Abraham saw three men (who incidentally were God) on their way to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah, and he welcomed and entertained them as God. The first reading of today continues that story with Abraham
praying to God for the lands of Sodom and Gomorrah, whose grievous sin attracted the attention of God. This I
ntercessory role of Abraham links the first reading to the Gospel reading where prayer is taught and explained by Jesus.
Every religion teaches its followers the way of prayer. Prayer should be a way of life for every Christian as well. It is even
required more of Christians than of members of other religions. St Luke tells us that Christ, using the parable of the
widow and the unjust judge, taught his disciples “about their need to pray always and not to lose heart” (Luke 18:1-8).
Jesus lived a life of prayer very noticeable to people around him. Having observed him for a while, one of his disciples
requested, “Lord, teach us to pray, ….”.
Remember! the person asking to be taught was a devout Jew, who grew up in a society that has a culture of prayer. I
guess, that disciple asked not because he or she did not pray at all, but because Jesus lived a prayerful life that was fruitful,
that was effective and effectual. As St Paul says: “we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit helps us in our
weakness interceding with sighs too deep for words for the saints according to the will of God” (see Romans 8:26-27).
God has promised to pour out on his people the Spirit of grace and prayer (see Zechariah 12:10). Hence the Spirit of
prayer is a gift from God. We need to be taught by Jesus and helped by the Holy Spirit. God gives this gift, especially, to
those who ask importunately like the one who went to his friend at night in today’s gospel, to ask for loaves. The Holy
Spirit is the best gift God can give us.
Jesus, in today’s gospel reading, says: “If you then, who are evil, know how to give your children what is good, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ God is always ready to listen to us and
respond to our needs. He says: “Call to me when trouble comes; I will save you, and you will praise me” (Psalm 50:15).
Jesus today tells us to ask, to search, and to knock. “For the one who asks always receives; the one who searches always
finds; the one who knocks will always have the door opened to him”.

Rom 8:15

Alleluia, alleluia!
You have received the Spirit which makes us God’s children, and in that Spirit we call God our Father.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

Lk 11:1-13

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished, one of his disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us to
pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ He said to them, ‘Say this when you pray:
“Father, may your name be held holy, your kingdom come; give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our
sins, for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. And do not put us to the test.”’
He also said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him in the middle of the night to say, “My friend,
lend me three loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived at my house and I have nothing to offer
him”; and the man answers from inside the house, “Do not bother me. The door is bolted now, and my children and I
are in bed; I cannot get up to give it to you.” I tell you, if the man does not get up and give it him for friendship’s sake,
persistence will be enough to make him get up and give his friend all he wants.
‘So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.
For the one who asks always receives; the one who searches always finds; the one who knocks will always have the
door opened to him. What father among you would hand his son a stone when he asked for bread? Or hand him a
snake instead of a fish? Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg? If you then, who are evil, know how to give
your children what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’

Readings copied from LiturgyHelp.com.au

In my Junior Seminary days, there was a popular Latin adage which says “Laborare est Orare” (to work is to pray) or
“Ora et Labora” – “Pray and work”. Every monk or nun gets to know this as part of their religious lifestyle. Derived from
the Rules of St Benedict, this principle makes it clear that life should be prayer and prayer should be life. Work or leisure
should not come between us and our communion, our communication, our relationship with God, who is our Father, our
Brother and our Teacher. We can talk to God anytime and anywhere. We can then lift our minds and hearts into God’s
presence and talk to him like children to their father in our daily lives.
One major obstacle to a life of prayer is TIME. Time is a gift from God. It is Scriptural to say that God always expects to
receive from us, a portion, if not all, of his gifts to us. But most of us use all of it every day, and week, and month, and
year. Is that greediness? I don’t know. Prayer could be defined as an offering of time, the giving of time to God. Let’s
carve out time for God. It is never a waste of time to spend time in prayer with God: be it, attending mass, adoration of
the blessed Sacrament, or at home, no matter the duration. The more time we give, the better. It is a sign of great faith
that God will supply abundantly whatever we sacrifice to him and fill us with blessings of provision and protection.
Another major obstacle to a life of prayer is sin. Sometimes, people feel unworthy to pray, or pray without receiving
answers, because of sin. Isaiah 59:1-2 says that sin separates us from God and makes him turn his face away from us.
However, in Jesus Christ, we are made righteous with God. St Paul says that Jesus “has brought you to life with him, he
has forgiven us all our sins. He has overridden the Law and cancelled every record of the debt that we had to pay; he has
done away with it by nailing it to the cross” (see Second Reading). Let us then approach the Throne of Grace with
confidence and there, remain in prayer.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

3rd August 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

ALL VOLUNTEERS

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in volunteering in our Parish and have not yet registered on
line to do so urgently. Please ask Father for a Welcome Card.
Please only register for the volunteer ministries that you wish to carry out not ones that have no relevance to
our Parish as this will cause confusion at the Archdiocese. The dead line for completion of the documents is
31st July. If you have registered for ministries that are not part of our parish or you have missed a ministry,
please return to the site and amend the details. We thank those volunteers who have already registered.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

HELP - A washing machine is urgently needed for a local family. If you are able to help, please
phone Ed Fahey 0413-547 470. Many thanks,
St Vincent De Paul Society

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 25th August 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Kirsty Fleming
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Mr Thomas Kunjachan, Mrs Anna
Kunjachan, Mr Matthew T. O., Mrs Achamma Matthew, and Martin Tadj.
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ,
Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

Foodfest Fundraiser for
Ratnapura Diocese in Sri Lanka

Sunday 11 August after 8:30am Mass
Sri Lankan meal, bric-a-brac & baked goodies
available. Please support our overseas family in
their need!

BAPTISM PRAYERS We pray for Klaus
Jermaine Schmidt who is being baptised this
weekend. We pray that he will grow in grace
and wisdom and abound with the love of God,
all his life's journey. We pray for his family and
godparents.

St. Ignatius of Loyola—Feast Day: July 31.

He was a Spanish priest & theologian who co-founded the
religious order The Society of Jesus ( Jesuits) in the 1500s. The Jesuit order served the pope as missionaries
and were bound by a special vow of obedience to the pontiff in regards to the missions. He was one of the
most influential figures in the Roman Catholic Counter-Reformation in the 16th century.

MASS FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY (ANOINTING MASS)
We invite all our parishioners, visitors and friends to join us to pray for the sick and needy this coming
Saturday, 3rd August at 9:00am. Come and talk to God about that problem: whether spiritual, emotional,
psychological and/or physical. It is also an opportunity to be charitable with our prayers by being available to
pray for others.

St Brigid’s Catholic Primary School Community Festival.
A Community Festival will be held at St Brigid’s School on Saturday 14th September and the Church community have been invited to help the school by operating the Tea, Coffee and Scone Stall from 9.30am to
3.30pm. Everything will be supplied by the school we just need people to man the stall. Would you please
take note of the date and advise the office if you are prepared to help , what time and for how long so a
roster can be prepared. Please get behind this fun raising event for our school. Everyone welcome on the
day.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 21st July 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

635.15
1,138.20

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

We here at St
Brigid’s
Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PRIVACY ACT & THE
AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy
Act impacts upon us all today
and if you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements
and the Privacy Act, please go
to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The
Policy is on our website

LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL—Free seminars at St Brigid’s Primary School Library. Please see Notice Board at entrance to the Church for dates and details.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at
6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222

