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Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes
Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. Vanity of vanities. All is vanity!
For so it is that a man who has laboured wisely, skillfully and successfully must leave what is his own to
someone who has not toiled for it at all. This, too, is vanity and great injustice; for what does he gain for all
the toil and strain that he has undergone under the sun? What of all his laborious days, his cares of office,
his restless nights? This, too, is vanity.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants. (R.)
In the morning, fill us with your love;
we shall exult and rejoice all our days.
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands. (R.)

Col 3:1-5, 9-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the things that are in heaven,
where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that
are on the earth, because you have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when
Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you too will be revealed in all your glory with him.
That is why you must kill everything in you that belongs only to earthly life: fornication, impurity, guilty passion, evil desires and especially greed, which is the same thing as worshipping a false god; and never tell
each other lies. You have stripped off your old behaviour with your old self, and you have put on a new
self which will progress towards true knowledge the more it is renewed in the image of its creator; and in
that image there is no room for distinction between Greek and Jew, between the circumcised or the uncircumcised, or between barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man. There is only Christ: he is everything
and he is in everything.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Mt 5:3

Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit;
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
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Ps 89:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. v.1

(R.) In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.
1. You turn men back into dust
3.
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’
To your eyes a thousand years
are like yesterday, come and gone,
no more than a watch in the night. (R.)
2. You sweep men away like a dream,
4.
like grass which springs up in the morning.
In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades. (R.)

SECOND READING

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

Dear People of God
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus, to teach about the danger of avarice, tells the story of a rich man who selfishly
hoarded his God-given wealth, and didn’t think of blessing others with the blessing he himself had received. In this
educative story, popularly called the Parable of the Rich Fool, God told the rich man, “Fool! This very night the
demand will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?”. I had always believed from
childhood, those words of Jesus, until one day, I imagined a man saying, after my homily, ‘I don’t think I am a fool
saving something for my children and grandchildren. I wouldn’t want my family to be wretched when I am gone’.
That triggered off a couple of questions in me: Going by his thoughts, actions and sayings, was the man in the parable a fool? Or do we have to believe he is because God said he is?
There is nothing wrong in saving for one’s future and for one’s family. It is really a wise decision to have, if possible,
superannuation and investments, which could be likened to what the man in the parable did. But did the man in the
parable think of his death, the reason for his unexpected, and thus, undeserved blessing, and the wellbeing of others
and his family after his death? The story did not say he did. Rather, he said: “I will pull down my barns and build
bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods in them, and I will say to my soul: ‘My soul, you have plenty of
good things laid by for many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have a good time’”. How greedy he was!
He did not realise that in few hours’ time, God would ask for his soul. Our wealth cannot guarantee our life security, can’t secure for us long life and comfort. Only God can. Our life is in his hands. So, let’s be generous, sharing
our wealth lovingly.
The Psalmist, in his prayer to God, says: “Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of
heart.” (Responsorial Psalm {90:12}). It is wisdom to understand how fleeting our life here on earth is, and to plan
for the future – not only for the future here on earth, but also, for our eternal future. So, even if my imagined man
was saving for his children and grandchildren, he still lacks the wisdom which Jesus implied the man in the parable
lacked. The foolishness of the man was based not only on the fact that he never realized the shortness of his life, but
also on the fact that he stored up “treasure for himself” instead of “making himself rich in the sight of God”.
In the first reading of today, the Preacher says: “Vanity of vanities. All is vanity!”. Although all things are futile, we
can convert them and use them to make ourselves rich in the sight of God. That is the only way we can give meaning and purpose to all our hard work and toils, labouring to acquire money and riches. Jesus tells us to use worldly
wealth to gain for ourselves friends in heaven, so that when earthly wealth becomes futile (at death), we will have
friends to welcome us into heaven (Luke 16:9).
We know that those who will be admitted into heaven, as Jesus says, will be those who spent their time, talent and
treasure – everything with which God has blessed them – on the needy and the less privileged whom he identifies as
his mother, father, brothers and sisters (Matthew 25:40-45). That, for Jesus, is a major and necessary condition by
which we can save our souls for eternity. And those shall be our friends, our treasures in heaven. Jesus asks: “What
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). He commanded us to
store up treasures for ourselves, not here on earth, but in heaven (see Matthew 6:19-21). And in Matthew 10:42, he
says: “whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because he is a disciple, … will
surely not lose his reward.” God revealed to St John that nothing other than our good deeds will follow us after
death into heaven and make us blessed (Revelation 14:13).
[[

Lk 12:13-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
A man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Master, tell my brother to give me a share of our inheritance.’ ‘My
friend,’ he replied, ‘who appointed me your judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?’ Then he said to them,
‘Watch, and be on your guard against avarice of any kind, for a man’s life is not made secure by what he
owns, even when he has more than he needs.’
Then he told them a parable: ‘There was once a rich man who, having had a good harvest from his land,
thought to himself, “What am I to do? I have not enough room to store my crops.” Then he said, “This is
what I will do; I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods in
them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by for many years to come;
take things easy, eat, drink, have a good time.” But God said to him, “Fool! This very night the demand will
be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?” So it is when a man stores up treasure for himself in place of making himself rich in the sight of God.’
Readings copied from LiturgyHelp.com.au

Our soul is finally saved when it gets into heaven. That is where we should set our minds and hearts. Heaven is our
goal and our target, our finishing line and the prize of our earthly labour. Let us then, as St Paul tells us in today’s
second reading, focus on reaching heaven where Christ reigns eternally, avoiding all those things he listed that belong to earthly life, especially greed. May we live for Christ here, so as to live with him in heaven. If God has
blessed you, bless other children of God.
Remain blessed.

Fr. Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

7th September 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

ALL VOLUNTEERS

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in volunteering in our Parish and have not yet registered on
line to do so urgently. Please ask Father for a Welcome Card.
Please only register for the volunteer ministries that you wish to carry out not ones that have no relevance to
our Parish as this will cause confusion at the Archdiocese. If you have registered for ministries that are not
part of our parish or you have missed a ministry, please let the Parish Office know. We thank those volunteers who have already registered.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

If anyone is in need of a housekeeper/cleaner for a couple hours each Friday, please contact Fr. Isidore

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 25th August 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Kirsty Fleming
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Mr Thomas Kunjachan, Mrs Anna
Kunjachan, Mr Matthew T. O., Mrs Achamma Matthew, Martin Tadj and Bernard Casey.
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ,
Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith,
Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

Mary Helen MacKillop RSJ was an Australian nun who has been declared Australia’s first saint , as St
Mary of the Cross. Her Feast Day is 8th August. Together with the Reverend Julian Tenison Woods, she
founded the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart, a congregation of religious sisters that established a number of schools and welfare institutions throughout Australia and New Zealand, with an emphasis on education
for the rural poor. She was born 1842 and died 1909 and is buried at Nth Sydney.

.Two special days this month at Marian Valley. The first is Fatima Day on Tuesday the 13th of August 2019 and the
second is the Maltese Community Feast of Christ the Redeemer on Saturday the 17th of August and everyone is invited to attend. The bus will be picking up at Mary Immaculate Church at Ashmore at about 8.00am and then onto the
Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at approximately 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang
Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your
point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or
5529 1573.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meets
each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre.
All welcome.

BAPTISM PREPARATION The next preparation meeting
for Baptisms of infants will be
held
Sunday, 18th August
2019 at 9:45am. All parents
who wish to have their children
baptised in the next few months
are encouraged to attend.

Foodfest Fundraiser for
Ratnapura Diocese in Sri Lanka

Sunday 11 August after 8:30am Mass
Sri Lankan meal, bric-a-brac & baked goodies
available. Please support our overseas family in
their need!

St Brigid’s Catholic Primary School Community Festival.
A Community Festival will be held at St Brigid’s School on Saturday 14th September and the Church community have been invited to help the school by operating the Tea, Coffee and Scone Stall from 9.30am to
3.30pm. Everything will be supplied by the school we just need people to man the stall. Would you please
take note of the date and advise the office if you are prepared to help , what time and for how long so a
roster can be prepared. Please get behind this fun raising event for our school. Everyone welcome on the
day.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 28th July 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

749.00
1,190.35

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

We here at St
Brigid’s
Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PRIVACY ACT & THE
AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy
Act impacts upon us all today
and if you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements
and the Privacy Act, please go
to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The
Policy is on our website

LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL—Free seminars at St Brigid’s Primary School Library. Please see Notice Board at entrance to the Church for dates and details.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at
6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222

