Nineteenth Sunday Ordinary Time - Yr C – 11th August 2019
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C – 11th August 2019
FIRST READING Wis 18:6-9
A reading from the book of Wisdom.
That night had been foretold to our ancestors, so that, once they saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in,
they would joyfully take courage. This was the expectation of your people, the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of
their enemies; for by the same act with which you took vengeance on our foes you made us glorious by calling us to
you. The devout children of worthy men offered sacrifice in secret and this divine pact they struck with one accord:
that the saints would share the same blessings and dangers alike; and forthwith they had begun to chant the hymns of
the fathers.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 32:1. 12. 18-20. 22. R. v.12
(R.) Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.
1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;
3.
Our soul is waiting for the Lord.
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.
The Lord is our help and our shield.
They are happy, whose God is the Lord,
May your love be upon us, O Lord,
the people he has chosen as his own. (R.)
as we place our hope in you. (R.)
2. The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. (R.)
SECOND READING Heb 11:1-2, 8-19
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of the realities that at present remain
unseen. It was for faith that our ancestors were commended.
It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that was the inheritance given to him and his
descendants, and that he set out without knowing where he was going. By faith he arrived, as a foreigner, in the
Promised Land, and lived there as if in a strange country, with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. They lived there in tents while he looked forward to a city founded, designed and built by God.
It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she
believed that he who had made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and
one who was already as good as dead himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore.
All these died in faith, before receiving any of the things that had been promised, but they saw them in the far distance and welcomed them, recognising that they were only strangers and nomads on earth. People who use such
terms about themselves make it quite plain that they are in search of their real homeland. They can hardly have
meant the country they came from, since they had the opportunity to go back to it; but in fact they were longing for a
better homeland, their heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, since he has
founded the city for them.
It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only son even though
the promises had been made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be carried on. He
was confident that God had the power even to raise the dead, and so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac
from the dead.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 24:42. 44
Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready: You know not when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL
Lk 12:35-40
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like men waiting for their
master to return from the wedding feast, ready to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. Happy those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. I tell you solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit them down at table and wait on them. It may be in the second watch he comes, or in the third, but happy those servants if he finds
them ready. You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what hour the burglar would come,
he would not have let anyone break through the wall of his house. You too must stand ready, because the Son of Man
is coming at an hour you do not expect.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/ ) under license from the original © copyright owners.
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Dear People of God
Our God is a Covenant-keeping-God, a promise-keeper, whose words are wise, true and sure. No one who waits on His
promises will ever be disappointed. The Psalmist in today’s responsorial Psalm says: “The Lord looks on those who
revere Him, on those who hope in His love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine”. Hence, “they
are happy, whose God is the Lord, the people he has chosen as his own”. God has made so many promises that can
address any problem of each day of our years and provide all the blessings any person could ever need. Jesus told us not
to worry about life, food, clothes or tomorrow. The pagans might be excused for doing that, but not Christians whose
heavenly Father knows all they need and has promised to take care of them. Instead, he says, “seek first his kingdom and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself” (Matthew 6:25-34).
As God is our loving Father and Good Shepherd, we can count on His promises to answer our prayers; to care for us; to
heal, bless, protect, console, encourage and enlighten us; to handle our fears, anxieties, worries, depressions, and
uncertainties; to save us and our loved ones from all dangers; to give us a blessed future on earth and in heaven, and so
on. However, every believer knows that these promises don’t just come about like magic. Even when the spiritual
conditions are fulfilled, God’s wise and benevolent will, will still decide.
Sometimes it takes a longer time than expected for our expectations to materialise. We feel like asking as Jesus did on the
cross: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). However, we should at such moments, wait in
patient endurance for the Lord to hear and save (see Lamentation 3:25-33). Then, the end will be glorious. The Psalmist
says: “When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream” (Psalm 126:1-2 NRSVCE). Then,
we shall be glad and rejoice.
The readings of today explain why and how to hold on to God’s Words, and patiently wait on his promises. The first
reading is well understood if placed against the background of the Passover sacrifice and Israel’s experience in Egypt as
recorded in the book of Exodus 6:6-7 and 11:2-7. When Pharaoh, the king of Egypt refused to set the Israelites free as
Moses requested in God’s Name, God instructed Moses to call together the elders of Israel and brief them on what he
intended to do, and what they should do to make it happen, namely, their obedience and trust in Him.
The ancestors referred to in the first reading are the Israelites and their elders who earlier had been told of the Passover
night, when God would save his people, so that all may know “how the Lord distinguishes between the Egyptians and the
Israelites” (Ex. 11:7), and know also what to expect: “the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their enemies” (First
Reading). God foretold it to the ancestors so that having seen that fulfilled, they would take courage and put their trust in
the promise of a Promised Land.
Now, our own Promised Land is heaven. Our Passover Sacrifice is the slain Lamb of God offered at every Mass as truly
as on the Cross of Calvary. Through this sacrifice, God has fulfilled his promise of saving us. We are to journey through
the desert to the Promised Land. Christ our saviour will come again to take us into our heavenly homeland. He told his
disciples that we should trust in God and trust in him as he was going to prepare a place in heaven for us. And then he
will come to take us to be with him in heaven. (John 14:1-6).
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus tells us of the importance of being prepared for his second coming. We should be ready
at all times, dressed for action, because he may come at an hour when he is least expected – the hour of death. We should
always have our lamps of faith lit. Our faith must be shining brightly. Only faith can help us see the reality of what God
has promised the virtuous, and enlighten our minds to perceive the presence of the unseen divine Persons and divine
blessings. The second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews tells us that only faith can guarantee all that God has
promised. As the writer stated “Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of the
realities that at present remain unseen. It was for faith that our ancestors were commended”. So, taking Abraham and
Sarah as models, let us trust and obey God, believing “that he who made the promise would be faithful to it”.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

7th September 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION—CONFIRMATION 2019
Preparation Session 3 :
Preparation Session 4 :
Preparation Session 5:
Retreat:
Retreat/Rehearsal:
2nd Rite of Reconciliation:
Confirmation:

Saturday 10th August 9.00am Mass then 10.00-11.00am
Sunday 18th August 8.30am Mass
Sunday 1st September 8.30am Mass
Saturday 7th September 3.30pm-5.30pm
Sunday 8th September 8.30 am Mass
Tuesday 10th September 6.00pm
Friday 13th September 6.00pm

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY & MULTICULTURAL DAY
On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Brigid’s Church with Mass and
a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music ,
Singing and Food and any other factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part
on the day please contact the office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be
attending. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish.

ALL VOLUNTEERS

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in volunteering in our Parish and have not yet registered on
line to do so urgently. Please ask Father for a Welcome Card.
Please only register for the volunteer ministries that you wish to carry out not ones that have no relevance to
our Parish as this will cause confusion at the Archdiocese. If you have registered for ministries that are not
part of our parish or you have missed a ministry, please let the Parish Office know. We thank those volunteers who have already registered.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

If anyone is in need of a housekeeper/cleaner for a couple hours each Friday, please contact Fr. Isidore

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 25th August 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Don Evans
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Bernard Casey, Maureen Hart
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith,
Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller
and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— Thursday 15th August.
Mass will be 7.00am, School Mass 9.15 am & evening at 5.45pm. May we remind you that the Assumption is
a Holy Day of Obligation.
2 special days this month at Marian Valley. The first is Fatima Day on Tuesday the 13th of August 2019 and the
second is the Maltese Community Feast of Christ the Redeemer on Saturday the 17th of August and everyone is
invited to attend. The bus will be picking up at Mary Immaculate Church at Ashmore at about 8.00am and then onto the
Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at approximately 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang
Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your
point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or
5529 1573.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meets
each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre.
All welcome.

BAPTISM PREPARATION The next preparation meeting
for Baptisms of infants will be
held
Sunday, 18th August
2019 at 9:45am. All parents
who wish to have their children
baptised in the next few months
are encouraged to attend.

Foodfest Fundraiser for
Ratnapura Diocese in Sri Lanka

Today Sunday 11 August after 8:30am Mass
Sri Lankan meal, bric-a-brac & baked goodies
available. Please support our overseas family in
their need!

St Brigid’s Catholic Primary School Community Festival.
A Community Festival will be held at St Brigid’s School on Saturday 14th September and the Church community have been invited to help the school by operating the Tea, Coffee and Scone Stall from 9.30am to
3.30pm. Everything will be supplied by the school we just need people to man the stall. Would you please
take note of the date and advise the office if you are prepared to help , what time and for how long so a
roster can be prepared. Please get behind this fun raising event for our school. Everyone welcome on the
day.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 4th August 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

849.30
1,190.45

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL
We here at St
Brigid’s
Free
seminars
at
St
Brigid’s
Primary School Library. Please see Notice Board at enCatholic Parish Nerang as
trance
to
the
Church
for
dates
and details.
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
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AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
Act impacts upon us all today
and if you wish to peruse the
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
Compliance Requirements
and the Privacy Act, please go For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
to the Archdiocesan Website:
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
Policy is on our website
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222

