Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr C – 18th August 2019
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr C – 18th August 2019
FIRST READING

Jer 38:4-6. 8-10

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let Jeremiah be put to death: he is unquestionably disheartening
the remaining soldiers in the city, and all the people too, by talking like this. The fellow does not have the
welfare of this people at heart so much as its ruin.’ ‘He is in your hands as you know,’ King Zedekiah
answered ‘for the king is powerless against you.’ So they took Jeremiah and threw him into the well of
Prince Malchiah in the Court of the Guard, letting him down with ropes. There was no water in the well, only
mud, and into the mud Jeremiah sank.
Ebed-melech came out from the palace and spoke to the king. ‘My lord king,’ he said, ‘these men have done
a wicked thing by treating the prophet Jeremiah like this: they have thrown him into the well where he will
die.’ At this the king gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the following order: ‘Take three men with you from here
and pull the prophet Jeremiah out of the well before he dies.’
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 39:2-4. 18. R. v.14

(R.) Lord, come to my aid!
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry. (R.)
2. He drew me from the deadly pit,
from the miry clay.
He set my feet upon a rock
and made my footsteps firm. (R.)
SECOND READING

3.

4.

He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God.
Many shall see and fear and shall trust in the Lord. (R.)
As for me, wretched and poor,
the Lord thinks of me.
You are my rescuer, my help,
O God, do not delay! (R.)

Heb 12:1-4

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us, we too, then, should throw off everything that
hinders us, especially the sin that clings so easily, and keep running steadily in the race we have started.
Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection: for the sake of the joy
which was still in the future, he endured the cross, disregarding the shamefulness of it, and from now on has
taken his place at the right of God’s throne. Think of the way he stood such opposition from sinners and
then you will not give up for want of courage. In the fight against sin, you have not yet had to keep fighting to
the point of death.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 10:27

Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL
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Lk 12:49-53

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing already!
There is a baptism I must still receive, and how great is my distress till it is over!
‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on
a household of five will be divided: three against two and two against three; the father divided against the
son, son against father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’
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Dear beloved in Christ
Today’s readings highlight the fact that prophets of God are often persecuted even to the point of death. Why would
God’s prophets experience persecutions, sufferings and opposition? Because they are children of the Light who uphold
righteousness. St John says: “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the Light and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be
exposed” (John 3:19-20). In line with this, the Book of Wisdom expresses the thoughts of the unrighteous:
‘Righteous people are nothing but a nuisance, …. They are against what we do; they accuse us of breaking
the Law … and violating the traditions …. They claim to know God, … what they are, contradicts our
whole way of thinking. They are not like other people; they have strange ways. …. They boast of having
God for their Father, and believe that (at the end), only the righteous will be happy. … So, let's put them to
the test. …. We'll find out just how much they can stand!’ That is how evil people think, but they are wrong.
They are blinded by their own wickedness. They have never known God's secrets, never hoped for the rewards of a holy and blameless life.
Another answer could be what St Paul said: the person who doesn’t have the Spirit does “not accept the things that come
from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness and cannot understand them because they are discerned only
through the Spirit”. St Paul maintains that the prophets received the Spirit from God, and not the spirit of the world. And
so, they speak, “not in words taught … by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities
with Spirit-taught words”. (1 Cor 2:11-14).
These may be the reasons why the ‘leading men of the king’, as in the first reading, conspired to get rid of Jeremiah.
Jeremiah prophesied the destruction of the temple and the kingdom of Judah by the Babylonians, if the people failed to
listen to the Lord. This later happened as the prophet had foretold.
Was the prophet comfortable with prophesying hell and doom? No, he was not. He had earlier lamented: “Lord, I am
ridiculed and scorned all the time because I proclaim your message. But when I say, ‘I will forget the LORD and no longer
speak in his name,’ then your message is like a fire burning deep within me. I try my best to hold it in, but can no longer
keep it back. I hear everybody whispering, ‘Terror is everywhere! So, let's report him to the authorities!’” (Jeremiah 20:810). The king’s leading men did report him to the King eventually, with their plan to kill him. They threw him into a well
and left him to die there but God saved him through the gracious intervention of the king’s servant, Ebed-melech the
Cushite. Ebed-melech, a foreigner, saved Jeremiah because he was a prophet, but his own kinsmen, the leading men of
the king wanted him dead for prophesying in God’s name. We became prophets at baptism. Have you ever encountered
opposition from friends or family because of your faith in Jesus?
Brothers and sisters can turn against one of their own who happens to receive the fire of the Holy Spirit. The fire of love
for God and neighbour, the zeal for Jesus and his people which consumes the prophet will place him in opposition to
those who lack such zeal. That zealous love is the fire Jesus was talking about in today’s gospel. This fire will come upon
and empower those who will be Christ’s witnesses to the world. That is the baptism of fire Jesus, in today’s gospel, wished
was already blazing.
When this fire comes, there is bound to be opposition – a sort of division. That is why Jesus says he has come not to bring
peace but division. At Jesus’ birth, the Angels sang: "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those
with whom he is pleased!" (Luke 2:14 GNT). Jesus came to bring peace - a type of peace in congruence with the salvation
of the soul. It abides in every individual person who really follows the ways of Christ. However, Jesus is saying through
the Psalmist and all his true disciples: “I have resided too long with those who hate peace. I am in favour of peace; but
when I speak, they are in favour of war” (Psalm 120:5-7 ISV). So, the type of peace Jesus bestows only rests on those
whose lives are pleasing to God – those who do the will of God.
Let us then persevere, as the second reading tells us, in doing God’s will, taking as our model Jesus Christ who, in
obedience to his father and praying all the time for his persecutors, stood firm in the face of persecution, suffering and
even death.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A Nomination
(Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish Pastoral Council.
This Recommendation starts this weekend and will continue until the first week of September. More information will be provided
in the Parish Newsletters for the coming weeks. I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in
this process. I am open to any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

9.00am

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION—CONFIRMATION 2019 We

Week Day Mass

The next Anointing Mass will be

7th September 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

Preparation Session 4 :
Preparation Session 5:
Retreat:
Retreat/Rehearsal:
2nd Rite of Reconciliation:
Confirmation:

Sunday 18th August 8.30am Mass
Sunday 1st September 8.30am Mass
Saturday 7th September 3.30pm-5.30pm
Sunday 8th September 8.30 am Mass
Tuesday 10th September 6.00pm
Friday 13th September 6.00pm

call on all our
Parishioners and friends to
pray for the Children and
their families. Pray also for
the Presiding Bishop that he
will be God’s hand as he
seals the children with the
Holy Sprit

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY & MULTICULTURAL DAY

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Brigid’s Church with Mass and
a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music ,
Singing and Food and any other factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part
on the day please contact the office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be
attending. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

BAPTISM PREPARATION The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held Sunday, 29th September 2019 at 9:45am. All parents who wish to have
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 25th August 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Don Evans, Michael Ware
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Bernard Casey, Maureen Hart

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Kath Fisher, Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis,
Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Aid to the Church in Need

is an international Catholic Charity that supports suffering and persecuted Christians. Currently
over 200 million Christians worldwide cannot freely exercise their faith; Christians are persecuted, discriminated against or
oppressed in more than 40 countries. The primary work of Aid to the Church in Need is focussed on providing spiritual and pastoral
support to keep the Catholic faith alive. We support projects at the request of bishops and religious superiors who have nowhere else
to turn. We invite you to stay informed by receiving news from the suffering Church. Visit www.aidtochurch.org and click
‘subscribe’. If you prefer to receive our newsletter via post, call 1800 101 201 during business hours to arrange.

The Japanese Community of Our Lady of Akita Brisbane is happy to announce the erection of a Shrine to Our
Lady of Akita at Marian Valley and cordially invite fellow Catholics to the special Blessing and Opening of the
Shrine. Date: Sunday, September 15, 2019. Marian Valley, 2541 Beechmont Road, Canungra. 10am Holy Hour;
Rosary; Confession. 11am Holy Mass followed by procession to Our Lady of Akita Chapel for Blessing, Opening
and Devotions. Lunch. For further information: Dolores (07) 3807 1310. Tamaki 0412 938 596.
ourladyofakita@outlook.com.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meets
each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre.
All welcome.

Volunteer Overseas - The Cagliero Project, Salesians of Don Bosco
We are seeking volunteers for January 2020 departure, working with
disadvantaged young people in Salesian communities throughout
Cambodia, Samoa, East Timor & Solomon Islands. Applications close
October 15th. Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au

St Brigid’s Catholic Primary School Community Festival.
A Community Festival will be held at St Brigid’s School on Saturday 14th September and the Church
community have been invited to help the school by operating the Tea, Coffee and Scone Stall from 9.30am
to 3.30pm. Everything will be supplied by the school we just need people to man the stall. Would you
please take note of the date and advise the office if you are prepared to help , what time and for how long
so a roster can be prepared. Please get behind this fun raising event for our school. Everyone welcome on
the day.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 11th August 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

578.00
1,113.05

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL
We here at St
Brigid’s
Free
seminars
at
St
Brigid’s
Primary School Library. Please see Notice Board at enCatholic Parish Nerang as
trance
to
the
Church
for
dates
and details.
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