21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr C – 25th August 2019
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C – 25th August 2019
FIRST READING

Is 66:18-21

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord says this: I am coming to gather the nations of every language. They shall come to witness my glory. I will
give them a sign and send some of their survivors to the nations: to Tarshish, Put, Lud, Moshech, Rosh, Tubal, and Javan, to the distant islands that have never heard of me or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory to the nations. As
an offering to the Lord they will bring all your brothers, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, on dromedaries,
from all the nations to my holy mountain in Jerusalem, says the Lord, like Israelites bringing oblations in clean vessels
to the Temple of the Lord. And of some of them I will make priests and Levites, says the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 116. R. Mk 16:15

(R.) Go out to all the world
and tell the Good News.

SECOND READING

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Tim Horvat: Parish WHS & Safeguarding Officer
Dear People of God
In today’s gospel reading, St Luke writes that Jesus was making his way through towns and villages to Jerusalem,
teaching as he went. As he was going, someone asked him: “Sir, will there be only a few saved?”. In this gospel, Luke
presents an earthly journey of Jesus to Jerusalem, but also hidden in it is his spiritual journey to suffer, die and rise again
to take possession of his kingdom - the heavenly Jerusalem. Here we see in Jesus’ journey the earthly journey linked by
faith to the heavenly journey. I didn’t use the phrase ‘spiritual journey’ because both earthly and heavenly journeys are
spiritual.

1. O praise the Lord, all you nations,
acclaim him all you peoples! (R.)
2. Strong is his love for us;
he is faithful for ever. (R.)
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Have you forgotten that encouraging text in which you are addressed as sons? My son, when the Lord corrects you, do
not treat it lightly; but do not get discouraged when he reprimands you. For the Lord trains the ones that he loves and
he punishes all those that he acknowledges as his sons. Suffering is part of your training; God is treating you as his
sons. Has there ever been any son whose father did not train him? Of course, any punishment is most painful at the
time, and far from pleasant; but later, in those on whom it has been used, it bears fruit in peace and goodness. So hold
up your limp arms and steady your trembling knees and smooth out the path you tread; then the injured limb will not
be wrenched, it will grow strong again.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 14:6

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
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POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
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Lk 13:22-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, making his way to Jerusalem. Someone said to him, ‘Sir, will there be
only a few saved?’ He said to them, ‘Try your best to enter by the narrow door, because, I tell you, many will try to
enter and will not succeed.
‘Once the master of the house has got up and locked the door, you may find yourself knocking on the door, saying,
“Lord, open to us” but he will answer, “I do not know where you come from.” Then you will find yourself saying, “We
once ate and drank in your company; you taught in our streets” but he will reply, “I do not know where you come from.
Away from me, all you wicked men!”
‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in
the kingdom of God, and yourselves turned outside. And men from east and west, from north and south, will come to
take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.
‘Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and those now first who will be last.’

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/ ) under license from the original © copyright owners.

The readings of today have made me consider the journey of life, or should I say journeys of life. I tend to see our life here
on earth as a trip with two travel options – two different journey routes: one begins at the womb of our biological mother
and the other at the womb of the Church – the baptismal font. The first is earthly and the other is heavenly. The first
requires that we be just sensible and the later includes having an overriding faith as well. The first is cyclic, having a
beginning and an end (at death), but the other has a beginning and is unending. There are some people who try to make
these journeys separately, trying to separate earthly (that is, the social, physical, psychological and material life) from the
Spiritual (that is, the life of prayer, fasting, righteousness and charity).
This effort to travel on these two journeys that are practically inseparable, separately, is really a double burden because it
will entail having separate sets of conditions of travel. I assure you; it’s going to be cumbersome. And this is what some
Christians are straining their lives to do. Jesus says that we cannot serve two masters at the same time (Matthew 6:24-26).
Each of us has to choose one as a priority. As St James says: “If you want to be the world's friend, you make yourself
God's enemy” (James 4:4 GNT).
Some people might think that making the journey to eternity is too abstract and too demanding, therefore drop the idea of
preparing for eternity. ‘Life is too short, so enjoy, eat and make merry while you live, and forget heaven until we get
there’ – that might be their popular slogan.
As someone asked Jesus in today’s gospel, “Sir, will there be only a few saved?” (that is to say, how many people will
enter into heaven?), so it is, that some are trying to work out mathematically, what their chances of entering heaven are.
Why do people worry about knowing how many will go to heaven or hell? The number is immaterial. And there will be
surprises at the end, because people from every language and nations will be brought into the holy mountain of Jerusalem
(see First Reading). What is important is to do what takes one to heaven. Jesus in today’s gospel says:
Once the master of the house has got up and locked the door, you may find yourself knocking on the door,
… but he will answer, “I do not know where you come from.” Then you will find yourself saying, “We once
ate and drank in your company; you taught in our streets” but he will reply, “…. Away from me, all you
wicked men!”
The only way to escape these dreadful words of the Master: ‘Away from me, all you wicked people’, is to strive to enter
through the narrow gate. We cannot pass through this narrow gate if our primary concern as we journey is only about
earthly provisions of food, drink, clothes, accommodation, transportation, children education, health, property
inheritance, and so on. Why do we need all these? Because we don’t want to lose our lives – they are necessary for our
survival.
However, Jesus says whoever loses his or her life for his sake and the sake of his kingdom will save it. This life’s
preoccupations are worldly, and they can detract and distract genuine Christians from focussing on the journey to eternal
life. If we seek to live only for life here on earth, we will reap from the earth – nothing but wasted years. But if we live for
heaven, we will reap from heaven – the substance of life eternal. Jesus tells us to “seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all those things” – the provisions and preoccupations of life - will be given to us. As he said, only “the
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all” (Matthew 6:32-33).
This spiritual journey to seek God’s kingdom and his righteousness often appears like a punishment, full of suffering and
restricting our enjoyment and comfort. However, the author of the second reading of today encourages us to bear it
patiently and faithfully, because, “Suffering is part of your training; God is treating you as his sons” and daughters.
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya
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Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A Nomination
(Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish Pastoral Council.
This Recommendation starts this weekend and will continue until the first week of September. More information will be provided
in the Parish Newsletters for the coming weeks. I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in
this process. I am open to any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

9.00am

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION—CONFIRMATION 2019 We

Week Day Mass

The next Anointing Mass will be

7th September 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

Preparation Session 5:
Retreat:
Retreat/Rehearsal:
2nd Rite of Reconciliation:
Confirmation:

Sunday 1st September 8.30am Mass
Saturday 7th September 3.30pm-5.30pm
Sunday 8th September 8.30 am Mass
Tuesday 10th September 6.00pm
Friday 13th September 6.00pm

call on all our
Parishioners and friends to
pray for the Children and
their families. Pray also for
the Presiding Bishop that he
will be God’s hand as he
seals the children with the
Holy Spirit

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY & MULTICULTURAL DAY

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Brigid’s Church with Mass and
a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music ,
Singing and Food and any other factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part
on the day please contact the office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be
attending. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

BAPTISM PREPARATION The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held Sunday, 29th September 2019 at 9:45am. All parents who wish to have
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 22nd September 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Michael Ware
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Kath Fisher, Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis,

St Brigid’s Catholic Primary School Community Festival.
A Community Festival will be held at St Brigid’s School on Saturday 14th September and the Church
community have been invited to help the school by operating the Tea, Coffee and Scone Stall from 9.30am
to 3.30pm. Everything will be supplied by the school we just need people to man the stall. Would you
please take note of the date and advise the office if you are prepared to help , what time and for how long
so a roster can be prepared. Please get behind this fun raising event for our school. Everyone welcome on
the day.

Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 18th August 2019

The Feast of Our Lady’s Birthday will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Saturday 7th September 2019. The bus will be picking up at Mary Immaculate Church at Ashmore at about 8.00am and
then onto the Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at approx. 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approx. 8.30am. The cost of the bus is $20.00 return.
When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. Secure your seat with Paula on 0402
930 918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Where: St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang
When: Last Saturday of the Month
Time: 10am to 12am (Mass at 9am)
For more information: Verbum Dei Missionaries:
Sr Gabi 0478 839 990, Sr Frances 0424 777 232
Cathy 0407 567 122 Facebook: Verbum Dei Brisbane

THANK YOU!
Many thanks to our good parishioners who kindly donated
their time, talents and resources to make our fundraising
foodfest an inspiring and joyful occasion. Special thanks to
Fiona, Winitia and Philomine who have done a wonderful job
coordinating the main meal for a number of years now.
$1,195.15 was raised which will be sent to bless those in need
in the financially struggling Diocese of Ratnapura in Sri
Lanka.
Fr Isidore E.

YOUR GIFT is the answer to someone’s Prayer
The 2019 Annual Catholic Campaign will be conducted in our Parish on the weekend of 7th and 8th
September.
Our Church, Our Mission, Our Community

1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

793.00
1,193.25

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

We here at St
Brigid’s
Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PRIVACY ACT & THE
AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY
PRINCIPLES. The Privacy
Act impacts upon us all today
and if you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements
and the Privacy Act, please go
to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The
Policy is on our website

The movie “Unplanned” is coming to Event
Cinemas Robina on Tuesday 17 Sept 2019 at
7.00pm. Unplanned is a true story about Abby
Johnson who was the youngest Clinic Director in the
history of Planned Parenthood, then a life-changing
experience turned her
into an anti-abortion activist.
Please go to the website Fan-Force then click on the tab
“Screening” and buy your ticket before 6 Sept 2019.
If Event Cinemas don’t get enough tickets the movie
won’t be screened. You can also go to this link to buy
your tickets.
https://fan-force.com/screenings/
unplanned-event-cinemas-robina/
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222

