
 

 

  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Yr C – 8th September 2019 

First Reading     Wis 9:13-18 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

What man can know the intentions of God?  Who can divine the will of the Lord?  The reasonings of  
mortals are unsure and our intentions unstable; for a perishable body presses down the soul, and this tent  
of clay weighs down the teeming mind.  It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, laborious to  
know what lies within our reach; who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? As for your intention, who  
could have learnt it, had you not granted Wisdom and sent your holy spirit from above?  Thus have the  
paths of those on earth been straightened and men been taught what pleases you, and saved, by Wisdom. 
 
Responsorial Psalm     Ps 89:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. v.1 

 (R.) In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 

1. You turn men back into dust    3. Make us know the shortness of our life 
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’    that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
To your eyes a thousand years     Lord, relent!  Is your anger for ever? 
are like yesterday, come and gone,    Show pity to your servants.  (R.) 
no more than a watch in the night. (R.) 

2. You sweep men away like a dream,   4. In the morning, fill us with your love; 
like grass which springs up in the morning.   we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers:   Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
by evening it withers and fades. (R.)    give success to the work of our hands.  (R.) 

Second Reading     Phlm 9-10, 12-17 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Philemon 

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you 
for a child of mine, whose father I became while wearing these chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him 
back to you, and with him – I could say – a part of my own self. I should have liked to keep him with me; he 
could have been a substitute for you, to help me while I am in the chains that the Good News has brought 
me. However, I did not want to do anything without your consent; it would have been forcing your act of 
kindness, which should be spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it was 
only so that you could have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but something much better than a 
slave, a dear brother; especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a blood-brother as well as a 
brother in the Lord. So if all that we have in common means anything to you, welcome him as you would 
me. 

Gospel Acclamation     Ps 118:135 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant, 
and teach me your laws. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Lk 14:25-33  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me 
without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my 
disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost to 
see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found himself unable to 
finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, “Here is a man who started to 
build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king marching to war against another king would not first sit 
down and consider whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who advanced against 
him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to 
sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’ 

 
 

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/ ) under license from the original © copyright owners. 
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Dear People of God 
 

Considering the value of family and life, specially in our contemporary world, some will find Jesus’ words in today’s   

gospel hash and intolerable. Some others might give it a simplistic interpretation. As Luke wrote, Jesus, on his way to 

Jerusalem, said to the crowd following him: “If any man comes to me without hating his father, mother, wife, children, 

brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after 

me cannot be my disciple”. How can one hate his family members for Jesus’ sake? How can one hate one’s own life? 

Why must we be made to carry the cross in order to remain Jesus’ disciples? The answer to these questions lies in what 

Jesus himself said: “A disciple is not greater than his teacher nor a servant greater than his master. It is enough for a    

disciple to be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much 

more the members of his household!” (Matthew 10:24-25 BSB). Thus, he was instructing his disciples to be like him.  
 

St Paul tells us that the Christ crucified is a stumbling block to the Jews (unbelieving religious people) and foolishness to 

the Greeks (unbelieving Philosophers and scientists), but to those who believe, he is the Wisdom and Power of God. For 

the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength (see 1 

Cor. 1:23-25). The writer of the first reading tells us that we cannot know the ways of God, live righteously and do what 

pleases him unless we are taught and empowered by Wisdom and the Holy Spirit (see Acts 1:8).  
 

He, the Wisdom of God, taught not only by words, but first and foremost by example. He was going to Jerusalem to carry 

the wooden cross that was the materialisation and the climax of the Cross he carried all his life as a Messiah: the cross of 

his rejection, insults and false accusations and of the mental and emotional torture of the impending horrendous suffering 

and abandonment in Jerusalem. He knew he was going to suffer and die, still he pressed on, despite persuasions from his 

family and friends not to go? (John 11:6-8). That’s how he hated his life for the sake of his father’s kingdom. And not 

even family, friends and foes, nor the fear of death could stop him. As he said, His food was “to do the will of him who 

sent me and to finish his work” (John 4:34). He could not be stopped from achieving this. What or who is stopping us 

from being on the job of saving souls – ours first?  
 

As St Mark wrote: Jesus and his disciples ministering to a large crowd who gathered round him had no time to eat; “his 

family heard about it, they set out to take charge of him, because people were saying, ‘He's gone mad!’” (Mark 3:20-21). 

And the Pharisees called him Beelzebul (Mark 3:22). They misunderstood his person and mission. And so will his  

followers be misunderstood and sometimes called derogatory names. Sometimes by family members or friends. Only 

those who are ready to kill their ego and pride, those who are ready to die to self can bear it for Christ’s sake.  
 

Jesus was ready to detach himself from anybody or anything that attempted to detach him from God, his Father. He 

knew that doing the will of God will eventually restore to him everything and everybody he may have lost along the way 

of trust and obedience to God. Responding to those who told him his relatives were outside to take charge of him, Jesus 

said: “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?”. And looking at the people sitting around him, he said, “Look! Here 

are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does what God wants is my brother, my sister, my mother” (Mark 3:33-35). 
 

Here, Jesus has redefined human relationships. One becomes a brother, sister, mother, father, etc., not only by blood, but 

over and above that, by doing the will of God. And so, St Paul in the second reading urges Philemon to follow this  

teaching by accepting Onesimus not as a slave “but something much better than a slave, a dear brother … a blood-brother 

as well as a brother in the Lord”.   
 

Sometimes, it is really hard to change our mentality and culture so as to practise this teaching. However, St Paul advises 

us not to think or conform to the pattern of this world. Instead, we should be transformed by the renewing of our minds. 

That’s the only way “to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” (see Romans 12:2). We 

are members of God’s family – God’s household of love where everybody cares for everybody else, and nobody is a 

stranger.              

              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3761.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1401.htm
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  
the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the month. 
For  further  information please call  1800 
846643.  
 All are Welcome. 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION 
POLICY 
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   Mark 10:14 
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to 
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from 
harm by all. 
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate 
boundaries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical  Behaviour and adherence to legislative 
imperatives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 

 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 
Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday          5.45 pm   

Saturday           9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                             5th October 2019     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month   
        

Next Mass at St John’s :  Sunday, 22nd September 2019  10:30 am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  group  
meets  each Tuesday  at 9.30am  to 11.30am in  
the Parish   Centre.       All welcome.  

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

  BAPTISM PREPARATION  -  

The  next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held   Sunday,  29th September  2019 at 9:45am. All  parents who wish to have 
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   Penelope Carmody, Mike Elwell & Tracy Barker 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:   Kath Fisher, Jill Ford, Brenda Dale, 
 (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,  Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,   
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  1st September  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                  807.00  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $               1,261.45  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 
 

 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine   rewards.            
            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of 

the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND AD-

HERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Priva-

cy Act  

impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the  

Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to 

the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

 
 

  
 

 

  St Brigid’s Catholic Primary School Community Festival. 
A Community Festival will be held at St Brigid’s School on Saturday 14th September and the Church  
community have been invited to help the school by operating the Tea, Coffee and Scone Stall from 9.30am 
to 3.30pm.  Everything will be supplied by the school we just need people to man the stall.  Would you 
please take note of the date and advise the office if you are prepared to help , what time  and for how long 
so a roster can be  prepared. Please get behind this fun raising event for our school. Everyone welcome on 
the day. 

 

    LIFE SKILLS 
SCHOOL 
Free seminars at St Brigid’s Primary School 
Library. Please see Notice Board at  entrance 
to the Church for dates and details. 

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY  & MULTICULTURAL DAY 
 

On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Brigid’s Church with Mass and 
a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music , 
Singing and Food  and any other factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part 
on the day please contact the office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be 
attending. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION—CONFIRMATION 2019 
   

 Retreat/Rehearsal:    Sunday 8th Sept. 8.30 am Mass  
 2nd Rite of Reconciliation:  Tuesday 10th September 6.00pm 
 Confirmation:     Friday 13th  September 6.00pm 

 

 
 

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish 
After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and those of some parishion-
ers, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A Nomination 

(Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish Pastoral Council. 
This Recommendation starts this weekend and will continue until the first week of September. More information will be provided 
in the Parish Newsletters for the coming weeks. I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in 

this process. I am open to any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.       
               Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

We call on all our  
Parishioners and friends to 
pray for the Children and 
their families. Pray also for 
the Presiding Bishop that he 
will be God’s hand as he 
seals the children with the 
Holy Spirit 

 

The 2019 Annual Catholic Campaign will 
be conducted in our Parish this weekend.      
YOUR GIFT is the answer to someone’s 
Prayer 
Thank you for supporting the good works 
of the Church 

 

 


