
 

 

  24
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr C – 15
th

 September 2019 

First Reading      Ex 32:7-11. 13-14 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down now, because your people whom you brought out of Egypt have apostatised. 
They have been quick to leave the way I marked out for them; they have made themselves a calf of molten metal and 
have worshipped it and offered it sacrifice. “Here is your God, Israel,” they have cried, “who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt!” I can see how headstrong these people are! Leave me, now, my wrath shall blaze out against them and 
devour them; of you, however, I will make a great nation.’ 

But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘why should your wrath blaze out against this people of yours 
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with arm outstretched and mighty hand? Remember Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, your servants to whom by your own self you swore and made this promise: I will make your offspring as many 
as the stars of heaven, and all this land which I promised I will give to your descendants, and it shall be their heritage 
for ever.’ So the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 50:3-4. 12-13. 17. 19. R. Lk 15:18 

 (R.) I will rise and go to my father. 
 

Second Reading     1 Tm 1:12-17 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, and who judged me faithful enough to call me into his ser-
vice even though I used to be a blasphemer and did all I could to injure and discredit the faith. Mercy, however, was 
shown me, because until I became a believer I had been acting in ignorance; and the grace of our Lord filled me with 
faith and with the love that is in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying that you can rely on and nobody should doubt: that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. I myself am the greatest of them; and if mercy has been shown to 
me, it is because Jesus Christ meant to make me the greatest evidence of his inexhaustible patience for all the other 
people who would later have to trust in him to come to eternal life. To the eternal King, the undying, invisible and only 
God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation     2 Cor 5:19 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Lk 15:1-32  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the 
scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this parable to them: 

‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing 
one till he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, call together 
his friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he would say “I have found my sheep that was lost.” In the same way, I tell you, 
there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of repent-
ance. 

‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till 
she found it? And then, when she had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have 
found the drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one repentant sinner.’ 

He also said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to 
me.” So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for 
a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. 

‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to 
one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the 
pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants 
have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left 
the place and went back to his father. 

‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed 
him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” 
But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and 
has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate. 

‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling 
one of the servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant, “and your father has killed the calf 
we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to 
plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet 
you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after 
swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.” 

‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, be-
cause your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’ 
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Dear People of God 
 

In today’s beautiful readings God reveals himself as a merciful and loving Father who is also fair and just to us his  

children. In the book of Exodus, just two chapters after that of today’s first reading, God described himself to Moses as 

the “compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, 

and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished ….” The stories of today’s  

readings confirmed this description of God who says what he does and does what he says. 
 

The first reading begins with God telling Moses that his people had apostatised; how they were quick to leave his ways, 

created and were worshipping a calf of molten metal; how they were telling themselves: “Here is your God, Israel, … 

who brought you up from the land of Egypt!”. In effect they were like saying to what-a-human-hand-had-made, “here is 

your god, who saves you’. And God said: “I can see how headstrong these people are! Leave me, now, my wrath shall 

blaze out against them and devour them; of you, however, I will make a great nation”. Sometimes we think God cannot 

get angry. But do we get angry when our children are stubbornly disobedient. If it’s annoying to us, it is even more  

annoying to a perfect God who wants us to be holy as he is (Leviticus 11:44; 19:2) and perfect like him (Matthew 5:48). 
 

Our God is an all-knowing (omniscient) and ever-present (omnipresent) God. Imagine God with Moses on top of a very 

high mountain, and as they were conversing God told Moses about things that were happening at the foot of the  

mountain - things Moses could not see nor hear. God sees and knows everything we think, say or do. He may seem far 

away but he sees and hears. Can anyone hide anything from him? Sometimes, people live as if God does not see or know 

what is going on in our society or in their thoughts: what right or wrong people do. To those who say “(t)he LORD does 

not see; the God of Jacob takes no notice” the Psalmist says: “You fools, when will you be wise? Does the one who 

shaped the ear not hear? The one who formed the eye not see? Does the one who guides nations not rebuke? The one who 

teaches man not have knowledge?”. 
 

So, when some people say: ‘I don’t do anything wrong, or act as if they do not need God’s forgiveness’ does it mean they 

actually don’t, or they pretend not to know? Does it mean they are faultless, or they have not actually committed a public 

crime? For the first question, St Paul says: “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). And St 

John says:  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us” (1 John 1:8-10). And Isaiah says: “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all 

our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth” (Isaiah 64:6). 
 

Here, we must distinguish between crime and sin. A crime may be sin and a sin may be crime. But they are not the same. 

For instance, in states where abortion has been decriminalised, carrying out an abortion remains a sin for a medical  

expert, whereas not doing so becomes a crime. What is wrong for the state may not be right for God. But people are free 

to choose who to bow down to and worship. They have the option like the Israelites of the first reading to make for  

themselves the god they worship and obey. They have the right like the second son of Jesus’ parable in today’s gospel to 

choose to demand their portion and having got it, to move as far away as they can from God and his Church. They may 

not be lucky to be brought to a point where they will have a rethink and the humility, like the prodigal son, to come back 

to their Father: God. 
 

Rather than living in denial of our sinfulness, our attitude should be one of gratitude to God who is gracious and  

forgiving. As St. Paul says in today’s second reading:  

 

Here is a saying that you can rely on and nobody should doubt: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-

ners. I myself am the greatest of them; and if mercy has been shown to me, it is because Jesus Christ meant to 

make me the greatest evidence of his inexhaustible patience for all the other people who would later have to trust 

in him to come to eternal life.  

 
              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  
the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the month. 
For  further  information please call  1800 
846643.  
 All are Welcome. 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION 
POLICY 
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   Mark 10:14 
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to 
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm 
by all. 
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate bound-
aries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical  Behaviour and adherence to legislative imper-
atives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 

 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 
Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday          5.45 pm   

Saturday           9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                             5th October 2019     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month   
        

Next Mass at St John’s :  Sunday, 22nd September 2019  10:30 am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  group  
meets  each Tuesday  at 9.30am  to 11.30am in  
the Parish   Centre.       All welcome.  
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

  BAPTISM PREPARATION  -  

The  next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held   Sunday,  29th September  2019 at 9:45am. All  parents who wish to have 
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   Michael Ware 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   William Pennings 
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:   Sandra Mary Cowdroy,Kath Fisher,  
Jill Ford, Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,   
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  8th September  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                  742.00  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $               1,182.85  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 
 

 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine   rewards.            
            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of 

the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND AD-

HERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Priva-

cy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse 

the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go 

to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

 
 

 

Remember to say as often as you can,   The New Prayer for Vocations     

VocationBRISBANE.com 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Volunteer Overseas - The Cagliero Project, Salesians of Don Bosco 
We are seeking volunteers for January 2020 departure, working with  disadvantaged young 
people in Salesian communities throughout  Cambodia, Samoa, East Timor & Solomon Is-
lands. Applications close October 15th. Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au 

         
LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL 

Free seminars at St Brigid’s Primary School 
Library. Please see Notice Board at  entrance 

to the Church for dates and details. 

An invitation to all the Italian community to join us at the Marian Valley for the Feast 
of St Padre Pio on Saturday 21st of September 2019. The bus will be picking up at Mary 

Immaculate Church at Ashmore at about 8.00am and then onto the Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island 
Waters, at approximately 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approxi-
mately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of 

pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 
5529 1573. All are welcome! 

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY  & MULTICULTURAL DAY 
 
On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St  
Brigid’s Church with Mass and a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures 
to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music , Singing and Food  and any other 
factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part on the 
day please contact the office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge will be attending. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish. 

 

 
 

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish 
After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and 
those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council 
for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A Nomination (Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishion-

ers to recommend possible members of the Parish Pastoral Council. This Recommendation starts this week-
end and will continue until the first week of September. More information will be provided in the Parish 
Newsletters for the coming weeks. I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collab-

oration in this process. I am open to any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.   
                  
                                                                                                                      Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

http://www.cagliero.org.au

