
 

 

  26
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time C – 29th September 2019 

First Reading     Am 6:1. 4-7 

A reading from the prophet Amos 

The almighty Lord says this: 

Woe to those ensconced so snugly in Zion and to those who feel so safe on the mountain of Samaria. 
Lying on ivory beds and sprawling on their divans, they dine on lambs from the flock, and stall-fattened  
veal; they bawl to the sound of the harp, they invent new instruments of music like David, they drink  
wine by the bowlful, and use the finest oil for anointing themselves, but about the ruin of Joseph they do  
not care at all.  That is why they will be the first to be exiled; the sprawlers’ revelry is over. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 145:6-10. R. v.2 

 (R.) Praise the Lord, my soul! 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  3. He upholds the widow and orphan 
who is just to those who are oppressed.   but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,   The Lord will reign for ever, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.)   Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger. (R.) 

Second Reading     1 Tm 6:11-16 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 

As a man dedicated to God, you must aim to be saintly and religious, filled with faith and love, patient and 
gentle. Fight the good fight of the faith and win for yourself the eternal life to which you were called when 
you made your profession and spoke up for the truth in front of many witnesses. Now, before God the 
source of all life and before Jesus Christ, who spoke up as a witness for the truth in front of Pontius Pilate, I 
put to you the duty of doing all that you have been told, with no faults or failures, until the Appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who at the due time will be revealed by God, the blessed and only Ruler of all, the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords, who alone is immortal, whose home is in inaccessible light, whom no man has 
seen and no man is able to see:  to him be honour and everlasting power. Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation     2 Cor 8:9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, 
to make you rich out of his poverty. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Lk 16:19-31 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast 
magnificently every day. And at his gate there lay a poor man called Lazarus, covered with sores, who 
longed to fill himself with the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even came and licked his sores. 
Now the poor man died and was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died 
and was buried. 

‘In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So he 
cried out, “Father Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.” “My son,” Abraham replied “remember that during your life good 
things come your way, just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. Now he is being comforted here while 
you are in agony. But that is not all: between us and you a great gulf has been fixed, to stop anyone, if he 
wanted to, crossing from our side to yours, and to stop any crossing from your side to ours.” 

‘The rich man replied, “Father, I beg you then to send Lazarus to my father’s house, since I have five broth-
ers, to give them warning, so that they do not come to this place of torment too.” “They have Moses and the 
prophets,” said Abraham “let them listen to them.” “Ah no, father Abraham,” said the rich man “but if some-
one comes to them from the dead, they will repent.” Then Abraham said to him, “If they will not listen either 
to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead.”’ 
 

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/ ) under license from the original © copyright owners. 
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OFFICE HOURS:  Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm 

 Dear sisters and brothers 
 

Most people nowadays live their lives without much thought of heaven – that is to say, that people no longer live 
lives full of heaven-consciousness. People go about their normal lives just being ordinarily good: neither offending 
nor defending anybody, neither hurting nor hailing anybody; neither taking from other people nor giving to others. 
That was exactly, the lifestyle of the rich man in today’s gospel parable. In times past, the saints lived their lives 
with full consciousness of heaven as a reward for their extraordinarily good and sacrificial lives. For someone to go 
the extra mile; turn the other cheek; give away everything one owns, and even one’s life, generously; carry one’s 
cross every day and follow Jesus; fast and pray sometimes more than usual; etc., there must be that motivation that 
comes from three things, namely, the joy of being like Christ, the joy of being useful to humanity and the hope of 
eternal rewards. Jesus ended the beatitudes by saying “rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in  
heaven” (Matthew 5:12). The greatest impetus to love until it hurts, as St Teresa of Calcutta would say, is the re-
ward of heavenly eternal life or being with God forever, - whichever one - they are almost the same - to have one is 
to have the other. 
 

I am not sure how many people think of the great rewards in heaven as they live their lives in relationship with God 
and neighbour, with Christ and his Church. However, it is undeniable that every person’s life is reward-driven,  
regardless how subtle or what form that desire for reward might take. Humanly speaking, there are Christian  
lifestyles that are, on the face value of it stressful, stupid and unnecessary. Such lifestyles can only have value if  
connected with their heavenly reward – the resurrection of the dead. St Paul wrote, “If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised;  …. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins. …  If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:13-19  

emphasis mine).  
 

Talking about the patriarchs of the Israelites, and their hope of a promised land, the Letter to the Hebrews says: 

“instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their 

God, for he has prepared a city for them” (Hebrews 11:15-16). Our longing for eternal life, for our heavenly home, 
can guide and sustain us as we journey through the wilderness of our earthly life towards the Promised Land of 
heaven. Only the hope of heaven can dissuade the rich from falling into pride, selfishness and greed; and comfort 
the poor in their sufferings, soothing their pains and anxieties.  
 

I have not been to heaven but I believe with all my mind and heart that there is one, and that it is the eternal and 
glorious state or place for the righteous. In today’s gospel reading, Jesus narrates the story, the Parable of the Rich 
man and Lazarus. Most preachers and theologians will hold that the lesson of the parable is not to prove the  
existence of heaven and hell, but about care and concern for others especially the poor and the needy. They are 
right, but my take on it is that if the rich man had believed, or known for certain the eternal torment that awaited his 
neglect of the poor Lazarus - that there is a place or another state where those who cared for the poor and needy go 
to enjoy for ever - he may have done things differently, as he strongly wished his five brothers would do if someone 
from the dead would preach to them. But as Abraham responded to him: “If they will not listen either to Moses or 
to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead”. How generous and caring 
are we to the poor, sick, homeless and the needy? 

St Paul, advising Timothy in today’s second reading, says to us: “Fight the good fight of the faith and win for  
yourself the eternal life to which you were called when you made your profession and spoke up for the truth in front 
of many witnesses.” We believe there is heaven – that is our faith. Let us then fight to enter it. Those who have 
found themselves in hell, greatly wish we would avoid going there. Now is the time. We have to do it now so that 
Jesus the eternal King will say to us when we die: “come into the kingdom prepared for you. For whatsoever you 
did to the least of my brethren, that you did unto me”. As the first reading says, let us show concern for the “ruin of 
Joseph” – that is the suffering of God’s people. 

                   Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  
the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the month. 
For  further  information please call  1800 
846643.  
 All are Welcome. 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION 
POLICY 
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   Mark 10:14 
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dig-
nity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by 
all. 
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate bounda-
ries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical  Behaviour and adherence to legislative impera-
tives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 

 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday          5.45 pm  

Please Note: No Wednesday Mass 9th,16th  &  23rd October  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                             5th October 2019     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 

Please Note: No Adoration Thursday 10th, 17th & 24th October 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month   
        

Next Mass at St John’s :  Sunday, 27th October 2019  10:30 am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  group  
meets  each Tuesday  at 9.30am  to 11.30am in  
the Parish   Centre.       All welcome.  
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

  BAPTISM PREPARATION  -  

The  next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held today  Sunday,  29th September  2019 at 9:45am. All  parents who wish to 
have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:    
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Lesley Evans, Sandra Mary Cowdroy, 
Kath Fisher,   Jill Ford, Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,   
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  22nd September  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   708.10  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,185.75  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 
 

 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine   rewards.            
            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

BAPTISM PRAYERS     -  
 We pray for Harper Emily Silby who is  being 
baptised this weekend.  We pray that she will 
grow in grace and wisdom and abound with 
the love of God, all her   life's journey. We pray 
for her  Family  and godparents.   

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of 

the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND AD-

HERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Priva-

cy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse 

the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go 

to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

 
 

 

MASS FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY 
(ANOINTING MASS) 

 

We invite all our parishioners, visitors and friends to 
join us to pray for the sick and needy this coming  
Saturday, 3rd Oct. at 9:00am. Come and talk to God 
about that problem: whether spiritual, emotional,  
psychological and/or physical. It is also an opportunity 
to be charitable with our prayers by being available to 
pray for others. 

EUROPEAN PILGRIMAGE 

DEAR PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE PRAYER FOR US AS WE TRAVEL FOR 

PILGRIMAGE TO EUROPE FROM 7TH OCTO-

BER. I WILL BE COMING BACK ON THE 25TH 

OCTOBER 2019. WE WILL PRAY FOR EVERY-

ONE. THANKS  

           FR ISIDORE 

  
 

 

 Volunteer Overseas - The Cagliero Project, Salesians of 
Don Bosco 
 

We are seeking volunteers for January 2020 departure, 
working with  disadvantaged young people in Salesian 
communities throughout  Cambodia, Samoa, East Timor 
& Solomon Islands. Applications close October 15th. 
Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au 
 

         
LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL 

Free seminars at St Brigid’s Primary School 
Library. Please see Notice Board at  entrance 

to the Church for dates and details. 

 

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY  & MULTICULTURAL DAY 
 
On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St  
Brigid’s Church with Mass and a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures 
to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music , Singing and Food  and any other 
factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part on the 
day please contact the office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge will be attending. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish. 

 

 
 

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish 
After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and 
those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council 
for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A Nomination (Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishion-

ers to recommend possible members of the Parish Pastoral Council.  

I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in this process. I am open to 
any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.         
                                                                                                                                  

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

http://www.cagliero.org.au

