
 

 

  30
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr C - 27th  October 2019 

First Reading      Sir 35:12-14, 16-18 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 
 

The Lord is a judge who is no respecter of personages.  He shows no respect of personages to the  
detriment of a poor man, he listens to the plea of the injured party.  He does not ignore the orphan's  
supplication, nor the widow's as she pours out her story.  The man who with his whole heart serves God will  
be accepted, his petitions will carry to the clouds.  The humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds, until it  
arrives he is inconsolable nor will he desist until the Most High takes notice of him, acquits the virtuous and  
delivers judgement.  And the Lord will not be slow, nor will he be dilatory on their behalf. 
 

Responsorial Psalm      Ps 32:2-3. 17-19. 23. R. v.7 

 (R.) The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 

1. I will bless the Lord at all times,  3. The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; 
his praise always on my lips;    those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.  The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)  Those who hide in him shall not be condemned..(R.) 

 
2. The Lord turns his face against the wicked  

to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 
The just call and the Lord hears 
and rescues them in all their distress. (R.) 

 

Second Reading     2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy 
 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be gone. I have fought 
the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is 
the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; 
and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. 

The first time I had to present my defence, there was not a single witness to support me. Every one of them 
deserted me – may they not be held accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and gave me power, so 
that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued 
from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me safely to his heav-
enly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel Acclamation     2 Cor 5:19 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel     Lk 18:9-14  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being virtuous and despised 
everyone else, ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Phar-
isee stood there and said this prayer to himself, “I thank you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous 
like the rest of mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay 
tithes on all I get.” The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; 
but he beat his breast and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I tell you, went home again at 
rights with God; the other did not. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who hum-
bles himself will be exalted.’ 

 

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/ ) under license from the original © copyright owners. 
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  Reflection by Joe Tedesco courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy 
 
This week’s Gospel reading follows directly from last Sunday’s. It forms a doublet parable teaching on the im-
portance of coming to God in prayer with certain attitudes. Last week’s reading focused on the power of persistence 
and determination in prayer. This week’s adds the value of humility. In both parables, the figure highlighted as our 
exemplars are particularly extreme in their situation. Last week it was the widow who was petitioning to a crooked 
judge who was not likely to handle anybody’s case well let alone a lowly widow. In this week’s reading we have a 
tax collector, not only seen negatively by the general population of the day, his position is especially despised by the  
Pharisees who see tax collectors as sell-outs to Roman occupiers, dishonest (as they often were) and unfaithful to the 
Lord God. To add to the contrast, the tax collector is not only juxtaposed against a Pharisee, but one who is particu-
larly pious, at least ostensibly so. 
What is interesting about the Pharisee is, though Jesus makes a point to highlight his particular piousness, Jesus does 
not take issue with this in itself, at least in this instance. The notion of flat out hypocrisy which is often brought to 
attention with figures such as the Pharisee is not evoked here. In other words, the actual religious credentials of the 
Pharisee are not under suspicion. The fact that he prays regularly, engages in fasting and giving of tithes as is the 
religious custom is not questioned as such. What is questioned is the claim of self-importance that commitment to 
such practices brings out in the Pharisee. In fact, not only self-importance but self-righteousness seems to come to 
the fore as a key issue. The Pharisee seems full of pride because of his religious prowess and subsequently, his pray-
er is full of pointing out to God just how good he is. 
In contract, the tax collector is fully aware of who he is in relation to the God to whom he comes to pray. As with 
the Pharisee, he is engaging in a certain self-appraisal, but the outworking is very different; he humbly bows down 
and asks for God’s mercy as he recognises himself as a sinner. 
Being true to the self is indeed a difficult thing at times. We like to inflate our sense of self or makes excuses for 
ourselves when we sense we have done wrong. Of course, there is the opposite problem too where we treat our-
selves overly harshly, despise the self and barely give ourselves a chance to be human. On this, though it might not 
be an obvious point, we can turn to the model of the tax collector again for he does not simply call himself a sinner 
and leave it at that-he does so in the face of a merciful God, with humility to be sure but, nevertheless with an open-
ness and a trust knowing that it is God alone that can vindicate him. His posture might be downward and humble 
(both literally and spiritually), but his hope and focus is upward to God. He is allowing God to have a say in this 
vision of the self which seems to be at play. 
In contrast, the Pharisee is so self-absorbed to the point that he is barely focussing on what God can and needs to do. 
As such, it is the Pharisee that misses the blessing while the tax collector, as Jesus states, is “made right with 
God” (v.14). 
In many respects, this is a difficult word in our current day setting where the elevation of the self; of one’s achieve-
ments, of one’s popularity, respectability or even identity are seen as the virtuous approach to life and, in certain 
situations, equates to one’s general worth. To come to God with nothing more than a sense of one’s inadequacies is 
not readily edified in contemporary society. Yet, this is exactly the sort of attitude Jesus is asking of us. 
There is an even deeper level here too because the Pharisee is not only self-absorbed in his sense of righteousness, 
he finds his self-worth by comparing himself to others. He relativises his goodness (as he sees it) by comparing him-
self to “thieves, rogues, adulterers”, and even the tax collector. Meanwhile, the tax collector is only seeing himself 
in the light of his God to whom he has come for mercy. 
 
This adds a certain layer that is particularly pertinent to today’s world. Not only do we find ourselves self-absorbed 

and self-righteous, we are increasingly encouraged to compare ourselves to each other. The words of Jesus suggest 

that this is a deeply human tendency that has always been with us. However, it is not unreasonable to suggest that 

our world is only exacerbating such tendencies. The digital world in particular seems to thrive on people pushing a 

‘perfect’ image of the self; where people can be fooled into equating self-worth with popularity; where ‘likes’ and 

‘thumbs up’ are the currency of choice. 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  
the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the month. 
For  further  information please call  1800 
846643.  
 All are Welcome. 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday          5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                             2nd November 2019     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  To be advised 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  group  
meets  each Tuesday  at 9.30am  to 11.30am in  
the Parish   Centre.       All welcome.  
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   Sandra Mary Cowdroy 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:    

 
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda 
Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,  Patricia Smith,  
Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  20th October  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   784.45  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,161.65  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 
 

 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine   rewards.            
            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya BAPTISM PRAYERS     -  

 We pray for Stella Lee Alford & Sophia Mae Alford who 
are   being baptised this weekend.  We pray that they 
will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love 
of God, all their  life's journey. We pray for their  Family  
and Godparents.   

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of 

the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND AD-

HERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Priva-

cy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse 

the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go 

to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

SCHOOL OF THE WORD 

Where: St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang 

When: Last Sat of the Month Time: 10am to 12am (Mass at 9am) 

For more information:   Verbum Dei Missionaries: 

Sr Gabi 0478 839 990, Sr Frances 0424 777 232 

Cathy 0407 567 122     Facebook: Verbum Dei Brisbane 

         
LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL 

Free seminars at St Brigid’s Primary School 
Library. Please see Notice Board at  entrance 

to the Church for dates and details. 

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY  & MULTICULTURAL DAY 
 

On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Brigid’s Church with Mass and a Multicul-
tural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music , Singing and Food  
and any other factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part on the day please contact the 
office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish. There are forms availa-
ble at the entrance to the church for completion by anyone who is preparing food for the day. Please return to the office or 
place on the collection plate. Unfortunately Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be unable to attend but we are hoping  a representa-
tive from the Archdiocese will be able to attend. 

 

 
 

VOCATION DISCERNMENT WEEKEND hosted by the CAPUCHIN FRIARS:  
22-24 NOVEMBER 2019 
 
Come for a chance to learn more about the inspiring and uplifting vocations to the priesthood and reli-
gious life. This overnight retreat is for men aged 18-35. Starts 7:30pm Friday at the beautiful Marian 
Valley Retreat Centre (10km from Canungra) and concludes at 3pm on Sunday. Cost is only $40. 
There will be Mass on Saturday and Sunday, Adoration, quiet prayer, talks, confession available, quiet 
time and the opportunity to get useful advice. So if you're discerning, come along! No strings attached. 
Contact Father Thomas on vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au or 0432362052. Retreatants must regis-
ter as there are limited spaces available. More info at: https://www.capuchin.org.au/event/brisbane-
vocation-discernment-weekend-2 

 

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS 
November is traditionally the month when we remember and pray for all our departed loved ones. 
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church. Please  complete and either return to the office or place 
on  the collection plate. 
All the names will be placed in our Book of  Remembrance and Masses will be offered throughout the month. 

 

ALL  SOULS  DAY 
 

A Service for All Souls Day will be held in the Parkview Chapel at  Allambe Gardens Memorial Park on Saturday  
2nd  November at 11.00am.  All  Parishioners are invited to attend and pray for the souls of the dearly departed.   
Refreshments will be served following the service. To assist with catering please advise the office on 55692632 or by 
email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au if you will be attending. 

 

Our parish will hold the World Mission Appeal on Nov 2 / 3 
This year we are invited to support the Eden Gardens Children’s Home in Nagaland, north-eastern India. The goal of Father Rajesh 
Lobo, who runs the home, is to give the children opportunities to fulfil their dreams. 
The home currently provides 250 children from disadvantaged backgrounds with basic needs, such as food and water, education 
and a safe home, as well as faith formation through activities like daily Mass, praying the rosary and catechism. However, with 
challenges such as lack of water, the home urgently needs to update their infrastructure to continue providing practical and spiritual 
support to the children. 
As an act of mission for October 2019, Pope Francis has called an Extraordinary Missionary Month, you will be offered the oppor-
tunity to support this work – please come prepared to give generously .Freecall: 1800 257 296  ||  catholicmission.org.au/india 

National Prayer Campaign 

The Catholic Bishops of Australia have announced a National Prayer Campaign for Drought to take place during No-
vember. People across the country are encouraged to pray for the gift of rain, for people affected by the drought and 
to provide practical support, where possible. The Bishops note that large parts of the country are directly affected by 
the drought, but the impact is national – and so should the response be national. Access resources and find out more 
at: www.catholic.org.au/drought 
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