31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr C – 3rd November 2019

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time – Yr C - 3 November 2019
First Reading

Wis 11:22 – 12:2

A reading from the book of Wisdom
In your sight, Lord, the whole world is like a grain of dust that tips the scales, like a drop of morning dew
falling on the ground. Yet you are merciful to all, because you can do all things and overlook men’s sins so
that they can repent. Yes, you love all that exists, you hold nothing of what you have made in abhorrence,
for had you hated anything, you would not have formed it. And how, had you not willed it, could a thing
persist, how be conserved if not called forth by you? You spare all things because all things are yours,
Lord, lover of life, you whose imperishable spirit is in all. Little by little, therefore, you correct those who
offend, you admonish and remind them of how they have sinned, so that they may abstain from evil
and trust in you, Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 144:1-2. 8-11. 13-14. R. see v.1

(R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.
1. I will give you glory, O God my King,
I will bless your name for ever.
I will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever. (R.)

3.

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
And your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God. (R.)

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

4.

The Lord is faithful in all his words
And loving in all his deeds.
The Lord supports all who fall
and raises all who are bowed down. (R.)

Second Reading

2 Thes 1:11 – 2:2

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
We pray continually that our God will make you worthy of his call, and by his power fulfil all your desires for
goodness and complete all that you have been doing through faith; because in this way the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified in you and you in him, by the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
To turn now, brothers, to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we shall all be gathered round him:
please do not get excited too soon or alarmed by any prediction or rumour or any letter claiming to come
from us, implying that the Day of the Lord has already arrived.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 3:16

Alleluia, alleluia!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Alleluia!

Gospel
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Lk 19:1-10

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town when a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his
appearance; he was one of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. He was anxious to see what kind of
man Jesus was, but he was too short and could not see him for the crowd; so he ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. When Jesus reached the spot he
looked up and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must stay at your house today.’ And
he hurried down and welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when they saw what was happening. ‘He
has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ they said. But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord, ‘Look,
sir, I am going to give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody I will pay him back four
times the amount.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too is
a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek out and save what was lost.’
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Dear People of God
Thanks for your prayers and support, before and during our Pilgrimage to Europe – not to the whole of Europe, but to
some places where saintly people left footprints that trailed heaven’s path; to places that are always made holy by the
prayers of millions of people who visit to encounter God. What I did last weekend following my coming back, sharing in
faith, hope and love, the blessings and graces we received, is an expression of my desire to share with you, my brothers
and sisters in the Lord, the joy of salvation. And as we went extra miles, like Zacchaeus in today’s Gospel reading, to see
if we could catch a glimpse of Jesus and Mary, and the saints, I believe that Jesus has followed us home. We promise to
give a huge part of our spiritual blessings to the poor in spirit and to make amends for our broken lives, so that salvation
can come to this house – our Church.
Dear friends
We pray like saint Paul in today’s second reading, that every step we take, every effort we make to just catch a glimpse of
God will always be rewarded and will never be in vain, in as much as we do not give up before the coming of the Lord.
The Letter to the Hebrews says that “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as
you have helped his people and continue to help them”. St Paul wrote:
We pray continually that our God will make you worthy of his call, and by his power fulfil all your
desires for goodness and complete all that you have been doing through faith; because in this way the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified in you and you in him, by the grace of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
In today’s gospel reading, God in Christ, completed Zacchaeus’s acts of faith: first he ran ahead, and then climbed a tree
– actions that appear comic and humbling, but were expressive of his deep desire for goodness. Jesus came to the spot and
stopped for Zacchaeus; he looked up the tree and called him by name. “Zacchaeus”, he said, “come down. Hurry,
because I must stay at your house today”. Jesus gave Zacchaeus his whole self for that day and for life. His actions of
faith were complete – he showed he wanted to see Jesus. Like a little boy, he ran and climbed a tree. Jesus acted
according to His words in today’s gospel: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this little child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven”. Having been accepted into the kingdom, Zacchaeus’s desire for goodness was fulfilled, and so, he expressed a
complete change of heart. “Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to give half my
property to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody, I will pay him back four times the amount.’”. He whom people
regarded as a notorious sinner, at the point of encountering Jesus, was empowered to live out his deep buried desire to
live a good life. It was this desire, that pushed him to desire desperately to see Jesus; this desire made him to run and
climb a tree like a boy, despite his age and wealthy position.
Though, he was regarded as a sinner and a tax collector (to the Jews tax collectors were believed to be cheats and
defrauders, and betrayers who sided with the enemy: The Roman Government), he did not promise to quit his job. He
remained a tax collector, but a refined one. Having experienced God’s love and understood, just like the first reading
says, that God overlooks men’s sins so that they will repent and trust in Him, he vowed to let his goodness shine out; to
amend his life and to help the poor. Thus, he was made worthy of his call to be holy and to serve the poor.
A few questions for our reflection: Do we sincerely long for holiness, do we desire and hunger for righteousness?
How do we express this desire, this longing? What actions of ours can we liken to Zacchaeus’s ‘running ahead’ and
‘climbing a tree’? It could be leaving my house to go to Mass; opening my Bible to read; praying the Rosary; picking up
rubbish dropped by another; caring for the sick and needy; etc.
What events in my life show that Jesus stopped for me, called me by name and came to my lowly state? Like when we
received unexpected love, kindness and favour from friends and family, or even from strangers; when our prayers were
answered; and so on.
What change for the better did that bring about? What resolutions did we make?

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/ ) under license from the original © copyright owners.

May God bless us as we reflect. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Brigid’s Church with Mass and a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music , Singing and Food
and any other factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part on the day please contact the
office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish. There are forms available at the entrance to the church for completion by anyone who is preparing food for the day. Please return to the office or
place on the collection plate. Unfortunately Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be unable to attend but we are hoping a representative from the Archdiocese will be able to attend.

Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Wednesday
13th of November 2019. The bus will be picking up at about 8.15am at the Sacred Heart Church, Clear
Island Waters. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is
$20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402
930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. All are welcome!

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
{{{{{

Next Mass at St John’s : 22nd December 2019

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Sandra Mary Cowdroy
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Daryl Williams, Jill French, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Our parish will hold the World Mission Appeal this weekend Nov 2 / 3

This year we are invited to support the Eden Gardens Children’s Home in Nagaland, north-eastern India. The goal of Father Rajesh
Lobo, who runs the home, is to give the children opportunities to fulfil their dreams.
The home currently provides 250 children from disadvantaged backgrounds with basic needs, such as food and water, education and
a safe home, as well as faith formation through activities like daily Mass, praying the rosary and catechism. However, with challenges such as lack of water, the home urgently needs to update their infrastructure to continue providing practical and spiritual support to the children.
As an act of mission for October 2019, Pope Francis has called an Extraordinary Missionary Month, you will be offered the opportunity to support this work – please come prepared to give generously .Freecall: 1800 257 296 || catholicmission.org.au/india
BAPTISM PREPARATION The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday, 17th November 2019 at 9:45am. All parents who wish to have
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY & MULTICULTURAL DAY

November is traditionally the month when we remember and pray for all our departed loved ones.
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church. Please complete and either return to the office or place
on the collection plate.
All the names will be placed in our Book of Remembrance and Masses will be offered throughout the month.

After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A
Nomination (Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish
Pastoral Council.
I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in this process. I am open to any discussion
and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

National Prayer Campaign
The Catholic Bishops of Australia have announced a National Prayer Campaign for Drought to take place during November. People across the country are encouraged to pray for the gift of rain, for people affected by the drought and
to provide practical support, where possible. The Bishops note that large parts of the country are directly affected by
the drought, but the impact is national – and so should the response be national. Access resources and find out more
at: www.catholic.org.au/drought
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 27th October 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

795.70
1,163.65

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.
For further information please call 1800
846643.
All are Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP - The craft
group meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre.
All welcome.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of
the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510
2222

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Where: St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang
When: Last Sat of the Month Time: 10am to 12am
For more information: Verbum Dei Missionaries:
Sr Gabi 0478 839 990, Sr Frances 0424 777 232
Cathy 0407 567 122 Facebook: Verbum Dei Brisbane

