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2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14

A reading from the second book of Maccabees
There were seven brothers who were arrested with their mother. The king tried to force them to taste pig’s flesh,
which the Law forbids, by torturing them with whips and scourges. One of them, acting as spokesman for the others, said, ‘What are you trying to find out from us? We are prepared to die rather than break the Law of our ancestors.’
With his last breath the second brother exclaimed, ‘Inhuman fiend, you may discharge us from this present life,
but the King of the world will raise us up, since it is for his laws that we die, to live again for ever.’
After him, they amused themselves with the third, who on being asked for his tongue promptly thrust it out and
held out his hands, with these honourable words, ‘It was heaven that gave me these limbs; for the sake of his
laws I disdain them; from him I hope to receive them again.’ The king and his attendants were astounded at the
young man's courage and his utter indifference to suffering.
When this one was dead they subjected the fourth to the same savage torture. When he neared his end he cried,
‘Ours is the better choice, to meet death at men’s hands, yet relying on God’s promise that we shall be raised up
by him; whereas for you there can be no resurrection, no new life.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 16:1. 5-6. 8. 15. R. v.15

(R.) Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full.
1. Lord, hear a cause that is just,
3.
pay heed to my cry.
Turn your ear to my prayer:
no deceit is on my lips. (R.)
2. I keep my feet firmly in your paths;
there was no faltering in my steps.
I am here and I call, you will hear me, O God.
Turn your ear to me; hear my words. (R.)

Second Reading

Guard me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me in the shadow of your wings.
As for me, in my justice I shall see your face and
be filled, when I awake, with the sight of your glory. (R.)

2 Thes 2:16 – 3:5

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who has given us his love and, through his grace, such
inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you and strengthen you in everything good that you do or say.
Finally, brothers, pray for us; pray that the Lord’s message may spread quickly, and be received with honour as it
was among you; and pray that we may be preserved from the interference of bigoted and evil people, for faith is
not given to everyone. But the Lord is faithful, and he will give you strength and guard you from the evil one, and
we, in the Lord, have every confidence that you are doing and will go on doing all that we tell you. May the Lord
turn your hearts towards the love of God and the fortitude of Christ.

Gospel Acclamation
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My Dear People of God
Reflecting on the first reading – a passage from the second book of Maccabees, I was moved to ask ‘why would the
Church approve of the reading of such a description of violent killings of humans by fellow humans. The story is so
touching. Because of what they believed in, seven brothers and their mother were mercilessly tortured and gruesomely
butchered one after another as they watched, until finally, the woman was killed. These brothers and their mother were
not the only people killed for their faith. Describing them, the Letter to the Hebrews’ author, stated:
There were others who were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection.
Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they
were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented — of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains,
and in caves and holes in the ground. These were all commended for their faith. (Hebrews 11:35b-39a).
However, the Church, in her wisdom presents them, together with the life stories of the saints, especially those of the
martyrs, as an example we should follow. Quoting the author of the Letter to the Hebrews again, he continues:
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and
the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us ... In your struggle
against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. (Hebrews 12:1-4).
Those clouds of witnesses, like the woman and her seven sons; like the martyrs; like those killed for their faith by godless
communist regimes; like those killed by religious and anti-religious terrorists; and so on, who were unshakable in their
faith, remained faithful because of their hope of eternal life at the resurrection of the dead. They were faithful, hopeful
and loving. Their life and death encourage us to resist the small temptations against our faith in God, against our love of
God and neighbour, and against our hope of eternal life and rewards.
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus answers the Sadducees’ question about the resurrection of the dead. The Sadducees did
not believe in the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. But Jesus corrected their misconception of that doctrine,
asserting by his answer the truth of the belief in the resurrection of the dead – which is one of the articles of our Creed.
Those who entertain this thought of resurrection after death live lives principled on the rules of the Christian life: the
command of love, exercise of faith and perseverance in hope.

Rv 1:5. 6

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; glory and kingship be his for ever and ever.
Alleluia!

Gospel

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

Lk 20:27-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Some Sadducees – those who say that there is no resurrection – approached Jesus and they put this question to
him, ‘Master, we have it from Moses in writing, that if a man’s married brother dies childless, the man must marry
the widow to raise up children for his brother. Well, then, there were seven brothers. The first, having married a
wife, died childless. The second and then the third married the widow. And the same with all seven, they died
leaving no children. Finally the woman herself died. Now, at the resurrection, to which of them will she be wife
since she had been married to all seven?’
Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take wives and husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a place in
the other world and in the resurrection from the dead do not marry because they can no longer die, for they are
the same as the angels, and being children of the resurrection they are sons of God. And Moses himself implies
that the dead rise again, in the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are in fact alive.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/ ) under license from the original © copyright owners.

Instead of giving up at the trials of our faith or giving in to temptations, we should pray and ask, from our brothers and
sisters, for prayers to remain faithful to our calling. St Paul in today’s second reading prayed for his fellow Christians:
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who has given us his love and, through his grace, such
inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you and strengthen you in everything good that you do or say”. He
also asked for their prayers too, saying:
Finally, brothers, pray for us; pray that the Lord’s message may spread quickly, and be received with
honour as it was among you; and pray that we may be preserved from the interference of bigoted and evil
people, for faith is not given to everyone. But the Lord is faithful, and he will give you strength and guard
you from the evil one, and we, in the Lord, have every confidence that you are doing, and will go on doing,
all that we tell you.
I think the following questions may guide our reflection. Have I experienced persecution before? In which area of my life
have I been persecuted for my faith? Can my struggle against sin be seen as a form of persecution – a spiritual persecution
from the devil? In my struggle against sin, do I really need to resist to the point of shedding my blood? As we reflect on
these questions and many more, let us keep our focus on Jesus Christ our God, who has given us his love and his promise
of a reward of eternal joy, if we win in the fight of faith.
With St Paul I say: “May the Lord turn your hearts towards the love of God and the fortitude of Christ”. And let the
people say: “Amen”. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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9.30 am
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Next Mass at St John’s : 22nd December 2019 10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Sandra Mary Cowdroy
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Giuseppe & Maria Ciriello

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Daryl Williams, Jill French, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

BAPTISM PREPARATION The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will
be held on Sunday, 17th November 2019 at 9:45am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in the
next few months are encouraged to attend.

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS

November is traditionally the month when we remember and
pray for all our departed loved ones.
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church. Please
complete and either return to the office or place on the collection plate.
All the names will be placed in our Book of Remembrance and
Masses will be offered throughout the month.

On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Brigid’s Church with Mass and a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music , Singing and Food
and any other factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part on the day please contact the
office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish. There are forms available at the entrance to the church for completion by anyone who is preparing food for the day. Please return to the office or
place on the collection plate. Unfortunately Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be unable to attend but we are hoping a representative from the Archdiocese will be able to attend.

Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Wednesday
13th of November 2019. The bus will be picking up at about 8.15am at the Sacred Heart Church, Clear
Island Waters. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is
$20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402
930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. All are welcome!

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY & MULTICULTURAL DAY

World Mission Appeal – THANK YOU

Thank you for supporting this year’s Catholic Mission World
Mission Appeal through your kind gifts and prayers, and for
reaching out to children and communities in need in India and
throughout the world. Your generosity makes it possible for programs such as the Eden Gardens Children’s Home to provide the
practical and spiritual support the children need to follow their
dreams.
For more information about the work of Catholic Mission please
contact our friendly team at the freecall number below, or at
catholicmission.org.au/about-us/contact.
Freecall: 1800 257 296 || catholicmission.org.au/india

CHRISTMAS TREE NEEDED
Unfortunately the Christmas Tree for the Church did not survive
last Christmas. We urgently need a new tree for the Church for
Mature Female Parishioner looking to rent a room this Christmas. We are asking Parishioners, if at all possible, to
please donate towards the purchase of a new tree so that it can be
close to St Brigid’s Church. Able to do Carer’s duties decorated with all the Angels coloured by the children . It does
or cleaning in exchange for accommodation. For not necessarily need to be as tall as the previous one. Any help
would be gratefully appreciated. Please either speak to Father
further details phone Billy Finlay 0416 275 781
direct or call the Parish Office during office hours.

After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A
Nomination (Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish
Pastoral Council.
I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in this process. I am open to any discussion
and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

National Prayer Campaign
The Catholic Bishops of Australia have announced a National Prayer Campaign for Drought to take place during
November. People across the country are encouraged to pray for the gift of rain, for people affected by the drought
and to provide practical support, where possible. The Bishops note that large parts of the country are directly affected
by the drought, but the impact is national – and so should the response be national. Access resources and find out
more at: www.catholic.org.au/drought
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 3rd November 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

816.90
1,179.55

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.
For further information please call 1800
846643.
All are Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP - The craft
group meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre.
All welcome.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of
the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to
peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510
2222

BAPTISM PRAYERS

We pray for Fletcher Jett Murray who is being
baptised this weekend. We pray that he will
grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the
love of God, all his life's journey. We pray for his
Family and Godparents.

