First Sunday of Advent Yr A

First Sunday of Advent - Yr A – 1st December 2019
First Reading

Is 2:1-5

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In the days to come the mountain of
the Temple of the Lord shall tower above the mountains and be lifted higher than the hills. All the nations
will stream to it, peoples without number will come to it; and they will say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of Jacob that he may
teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’
He will wield authority over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these will hammer their
swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles. Nation will not lift sword against nation, there will be no
more training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1.

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
1.

2.

I rejoiced when I heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)

3.

It is there that the tribes go up,
4.
the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel’s law it is,
there to praise the Lord’s name.
There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. (R.)

Second Reading

For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
‘Peace be to your homes!
May peace reign in your walls,
in your palaces, peace!’. (R.)
For love of my brethren and friends
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’
For love of the house of the Lord
I will ask for your good. (R.)

Rom 13:11-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when we
were converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon – let us give up all the things we prefer to
do under the cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as people
do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let
your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Ps 84:8

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 24:37-44

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those
days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah
went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when
the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone
grinding, one is taken, one left.
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of
this that if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have
stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you
too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners
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Reflection by Joe Tedesco—Courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy
The New Testament readings used in this week’s Liturgy of the Word are drawn from the Christian tradition which anticipates the return of Jesus Christ and the fullness of salvation as an assured yet mysterious event. Used to open the season of
Advent, such texts are drawn on to not only remind believers of our eschatological destiny, but to also point us to the
coming of Christ at Christmas– therefore, they offer to us attitudes and virtues to help us journey through this liturgical
season.
Looking at the Gospel reading more closely, it has a somewhat ominous tone; like a thief whose very business to predicated on being imperceptible until the thief’s work is complete, so it is that the coming of the Son of Man will be “an hour
you do not expect” (24;44). Similarly, the story of Noah is evoked to illustrate how the people (bar Noah and his family)
did not anticipate the coming flood and went about their normal lives completely oblivious of the soon to ensue calamity.
These warnings have a particular resonance to our society’s modern experience of the Christmas season– albeit a somewhat paradoxical one.
In one sense, the readings in our contemporary context seem out of place. For the most part, the anticipatory weeks before
Christmas cannot be missed. By the time Advent starts, shopping centres are adorned with tinsel, Christmas carols begin
to be heard in suburban parks and on the radio, and advertising on all sorts of platforms remind us that we can find that
perfect Christmas gift at this or that particular outlet.. The readings might indicate that the ‘signs of the times’ can be
easily missed, yet it seems that, at least in much of the world influenced by Western culture, there is no missing the season
that is upon us.
Of course, the ‘reason for the season’, to utilise a well-worn yet pertinent cliché, certainly is easy to miss and it is in this
vein that the message of the readings find their resonance. Like the women grinding grain of those ‘eating and drinking’ (Matt 24:38), it is easy to confuse being busy with being aware. Indeed, Christmas is a time where being busy about
what might seem appropriate to the season may even hinder our perception of what is actually occurring. For many, the
final months of the calendar year and the opening weeks of the liturgical year represent a time of haste and exertion. There
is wrapping up the year’s affairs to be done; be it school, university or work, or making arrangements for coming holidays
and many other things which might occupy out attention this time of year. That is before we even consider the unique
position preparing for Christmas itself might entail– finding time to buy gifts, prepare special meals or visiting family
being typical examples.
All those things are fine and quite appropriate. If we are fortunate enough to have family and friends to prepare time for,
presents to wrap or a place to dress up with Christmas themed decorations; that is indeed a blessed and happy position to
be in. Many do not have such an opportunity and it is no small matter that this season can be especially hard for them-so if
we are in such a position to engage the season as such, we thank God and do so with joy.
However, the readings do give us a lesson on two related levels. The first is already stated and that is to not get so swept
up in the business of Christmas that we miss the important gift that is offered. The second lesson, which directly relates to
the first, is to recognise the gravity of the gift. All the readings in their own way point to the significance of the blessing
that is the ‘reason for the season’. For example, when the vision of Noah is drawn on, it points to a cosmological event;
one that changes the world for ever. Similarly, the first reading speaks of a reign of peace of international proportions. The
occasion at hand is no trifle event.
The first Christmas changed the world at its very core; nothing was ever the same. Moreover, it was not a simple event
trapped in a point of history. This same living God is encountered in every age and seeks to be amongst us anew. We are
reminded that Christmas is the time we celebrate the coming of the Lord God into our world, our history, our place and
our lives as we live them today and always. This is no mundane thing!
It is a curious irony that the ‘special season’ of preparing for Christmas year after year an begin to look much the same
once one has done a few. Christmas can indeed look ‘ordinary’ and, at the same time, it is awfully easy to get so busy and
miss the truth of the event altogether. However, today’s liturgical readings give us due notice, Christmas is special on a
level that we can never fully grasp or anticipate. We are well served to be alert to the gift it holds as we prepare for its
arrival during Advent.

CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday (Except 26th Nov & 4th Dec)
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

14th December 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
{{{{{

DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Next Mass at St John’s : 22nd December 2019 10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Adriana Broeders
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Alteration to Mass Times
Fr Isidore will be away from the Parish from the 26th of November to the 7th December inclusive. Mass
times will remain the same while he is away with the exception of Wednesday Evening. There will not be
Mass on Wednesday 26th November or Wednesday 4th December. There will not be Adoration during
this time. The Anointing Mass will be held on Saturday 14th December.

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be
held at Marian Valley on Saturday 7th of December 2019. The bus will be picking up at about
8.15am at the Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your
seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. All are welcome!

25TH ANNIVERSARY &
ST BRIGID’S PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY
MULTI CULTURAL DAY
All Parishioners are invited to attend a get
We would like to thank everyone who helped organtogether on Sunday 15th December in the
ise the wonderful day. All the dancers, the band and
Parish Centre following 8.30am Mass. Could
everyone please bring a plate to share .
everyone who supplied food made it a special occasion for our Parish. Thank you to everyone who
participated . Remain Blessed.

SCHOOL OF EVANGELIZATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18+

Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia Presents this program for young adults at 28 Keswick Road,
North Tamborine on January 28, 29, 30,31, 2020. It will be conducted by a team from the United Kingdom.
For Registration: Please download Mobile App AFCM Australia .
For more information Contact Sajeev: 0403 713 362 or Jomon: 0410277 793

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL

This appeal will be held in our Parish this weekend the 30th November/1st December.
A list of the items that are needed to fill Hampers for this appeal are as follows: Shortbread
Biscuits, Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, Tinned Ham, Fruit Cordial, Long-life Custard,
Jelly, Lollies, Tinned Fruit and Tinned Beetroot.
Let us all dig deep to help give a brighter Christmas to those in need.

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish
After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A
Nomination (Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish
Pastoral Council. I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in this process. I am open
to any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

National Prayer Campaign

The Catholic Bishops of Australia have
announced a National Prayer Campaign for Drought to take place during November. People across the country are encouraged to pray for the gift of rain, for
people affected by the drought and to provide practical support, where possible.
The Bishops note that large parts of the country are directly affected by the
drought, but the impact is national – and so should the response be national.
Access resources and find out more at: www.catholic.org.au/drought

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP The craft group meets each
Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am
in the Parish Centre.
All welcome.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 24th November 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

940.25
1,419.00

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643.

Piano and Singing Lessons Locally
First lesson free. For more information visit:
www.skylahjonesschoolofmusic.com or
phone 0437 171 272
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Guaranteeing Hospital Visits
Please take an information sheet from the front of the church to ensure that
you will be visited in hospital—Gold Coast Private Hospital -by a Communion
Minister or Priest .

MASS FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY
(ANOINTING MASS)
We invite all our parishioners, visitors and friends to
join us to pray for the sick and needy this coming
Saturday, 14th Dec. at 9:00am. Come and talk to
God about that problem: whether spiritual, emotional,
psychological and/or physical. It is also an opportunity
to be charitable with our prayers by being available to
pray for others.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598
2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hosp-Southport Parish

5510 2222

