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 Sunday of Advent - Yr A - 8th December 2019 

First Reading      Is 11:1-10              A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit  
of wisdom and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the  Lord.  (The fear  
of the Lord is his breath.)  He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the  
wretched with integrity, and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.  His word is a rod that strikes the  
ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked.  Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt  
about his hips.  The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed together  
with a little boy to lead them.  The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together.  The lion eats  
straw like the ox.  The infant plays over the cobra's hole; into the viper's lair the young child puts his hand.  They  
do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the wa- 
ters swell the sea.  That day, the root of  Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples.  It will be sought out by the  
nations and its home will be glorious. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  3. For he shall save the poor when they cry 
to a king’s son your justice,     and the needy who are helpless. 
that he may judge your people in justice   He will have pity on the weak 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)   and save the lives of the poor.  (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish    4. May his name be blessed for ever 
and peace till the moon fails.     and endure like the sun. 
He shall rule from sea to sea,     Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.)  all nations bless his name.  (R.) 

Second Reading     Rom 15:4-9                 A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us something about hope from 
the examples scripture gives of how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who 
helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. 
The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully carry 
out the promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as 
scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing your name. 

Gospel Acclamation     Lk 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:  all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Mt 3:1-12               A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his mes-
sage: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of 
when he said:       

A voice cries in the wilderness:  Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 
 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was lo-
custs and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, 
and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number 
of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly 
from the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not pre-
sume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for 
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one 
who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat 
into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 
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 Reflection by Joe Tedesco courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy 
 

The link between Advent and the character and message of John the Baptist is typically brought to the fore in the Second 
Sunday of Advent. In many respects, there is a simple continuation of last week’s theme-be prepared for the coming of the 
Lord. However, the figure of John the Baptist adds a more specific call to repent, to find cleansing in acknowledging sin 
and to seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. There is a simple yet powerful message to heed here. The Lord is coming  and 
there is a sure way to prepare; become aware of our brokenness and turn away from sin which separates us from each 
 other and from our God. 
 

Though John the Baptist appears in all the Gospels, there is an interesting feature that is unique to Matthew’s version. It is 
the only version to identify the Pharisees and Sudducees as the target of John’s tirade (Luke 3:7 has a similar warning, but 
does not specify the target in any particular way). The identification of those character types gives John’s words a certain 
nuance. Both the Pharisees and Sudducees represent the established religious authorities. Though presented as one unit, 
they would not typically be associated with each other. The Sadducees were part of the established order, they typify those 
who find comfort in their religiosity as it affords them security, esteem and positions of power and influence. The  
Pharisees at the time of Jesus did not generally enjoy such socio-political standing, but they were often considered 
 religiously zealous, righteous in the law and keen to uphold the Jewish faith in a rigorous way. Both groups had every 
reason to consider themselves ‘righteous’ before the people and before the Lord. Yet it is these very figures that John 
 singles out. 
 

More specifically, John draws attention to the religious figures as, in their own particular ways, they are steeped in the law 
and prophetic traditions that John himself is expressing.  Thus, their religiosity represents a certain irony. They should be 
the ones most in tune to the special time of redemption that is about to dawn and that John is attesting to. Yet, even as they 
hear the very proclamation in their midst, they are missing it. The nature of John’s words to them is important: the  
Pharisees and Sadducees are presumptive, resting on their status as ‘children of Abraham’. However, this means little in 
the sight of the Lord who is about to be revealed in the person of Jesus. What is required is fruit-i.e. outworking and  
substance that is ‘worthy of repentance” 
(3:8), The first reading adds to this sense as it prophesises of a spirit of God that judges not on appearances-on what the 
eyes see and the ears hear but, rather, judges with righteous, wisdom and understanding. 
 

Though the object of John’s warnings are to the ancient religious figures, they are equally presented to the modern reader. 
We might easily fall into the attitude of the Sadducees, finding self-righteous confidence in our religious standing by 
Pharisees with access to knowledge of ways ‘good’ and ‘godly’, but closed to the deeper  dynamic manifestation of such 
teaching. In this sense, we too might find ourselves being presumptive. This might be especially so as we move through  
Advent.  Our knowledge and attention to the meaning of Christmas in contrast to the commercialised nature of the  season 
around us might fill us with certain self-righteousness. 
 

The call to ‘repent’ and ‘confess sins’ thus rests on an awareness that is deeper than it might first seem. Further, an honest 
appraisal of the self that goes beyond appearances and presumption is not always an easy one. Not only is there the  
business of life and the plethora of distractions afforded to us in our modern settings, there are more introspective 
 challenges as well. Put simply, it is often difficult to  face up to one’s own limitations. We often have an expectation of  
ourselves to meet certain standards, to be a certain sort of person. The general message of society does not always help in 
this regard either. The world we live in projects successful living to be associated with, among other things, an image of 
being ‘in the right’, triumphant and proud. 
 

With that, the challenge is given to us during Advent to examine our lives and face the often hard truth of our brokenness 
and sin. However, we do so not simply to come to a place of negative self-defeat. Rather, it is to come to recognise that 
we indeed do need the living God who comes to serve and save all of humanity. We need the visitation of our Lord that 
Christmas harkens again and again and the self-awareness that true repentance entails is, in that respect, a clearing space 
for God. To use John’s words “to make his paths straight” for the One who is coming who “baptises with the Holy Spirit 
and fire” (Matt3:3, 11). 
With that, we take our steps during our Advent journey to humble ourselves. To rest not on appearances and presumption 
but, rather, on the reality of our true selves invited to meet the true God who, as the Christmas celebration illustrates,  
enters our humanity offering us healing and hope. 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  - NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  
the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the month. For  further   
information please call  1800 846643.  

Guaranteeing Hospital Visits  
 

Please take an information sheet from the front of the church to ensure that 
you will be visited in hospital—Gold Coast Private Hospital -by a Communion 
Minister or Priest . 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               14th December 2019 
    
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  22nd December 2019  10.30am 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 
2165 

University & Gold Coast Private Hosp-Southport Parish  

5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   Bruce Hudson 

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,  
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  1st December  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   623.35  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,158.35  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 
 

 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine   rewards.            
            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Arch-

d io c ese  o f  B r i s ba ne  M U ST  A B I D E  B Y  A N D  

ADHERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT & 

THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act im-

pacts upon us all today and if you wish to  

peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go 

to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.  
 

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.  
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary 
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  

 

MASS FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY 
(ANOINTING MASS) 

 

We invite all our parishioners, visitors and friends to 
join us to pray for the sick and needy this coming  
Saturday, 14th  Dec.  at 9:00am. Come and talk to 
God about that problem: whether spiritual, emotional,  
psychological and/or physical. It is also an opportunity 
to be charitable with our prayers by being available to 
pray for others. 

 CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES - The times for all ceremonies over the Christmas Period are in the 
Notice Boards outside the Church. Would all Readers, Eucharist Ministers, Altar Servers, Sac-
ristans  please put your name on the form at the entrance to the Church  indicating which 
Mass you will be attending so that a Roster can be compiled for the Christmas Masses. 

 

 

Aid to the Church in Need is an international Catholic Charity that supports suffering and persecuted Christians. Cur-

rently over 200 million Christians worldwide cannot freely exercise their faith; Christians are persecuted, discriminated against or 
oppressed in more than 40 countries. The primary work of Aid to the Church in Need is focussed on providing spiritual and pasto-
ral support to keep the Catholic faith alive. We support projects at the request of bishops and religious superiors who have nowhere 
else to turn. We invite you to stay informed by receiving news from the suffering Church. Visit www.aidtochurch.org and click 
‘subscribe’.  

 

 

 
 

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish 
After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and those of some pa-
rishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A 
Nomination (Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish 
Pastoral Council. I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in this process. I am open 
to any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.          
              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  CHRISTMAS APPEAL  
This appeal was  held in our Parish last  weekend the 30th November/1st December. 
Please continue to support our local conference by donating from the following list:  
 Shortbread Biscuits, Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, Tinned Ham, Fruit Cordial, Long-life Custard,  
Jelly, Lollies, Tinned Fruit and Tinned Beetroot.   
Let us all dig deep to help give a brighter Christmas to those in need. 

SCHOOL OF EVANGELIZATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18+ 
Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia Presents  this program for young adults at 28 Keswick Road, 
North Tamborine on January 28, 29, 30,31, 2020. It will be conducted by a team from  the United Kingdom. 
For Registration: Please download Mobile App AFCM Australia . 
For more information Contact Sajeev: 0403 713 362 or Jomon: 0410277 793 

 

 

 
Piano and Singing Lessons Locally 

First lesson free.   For more information visit:               

www.skylahjonesschoolofmusic.com or  
phone 0437 171 272 

 

 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

     

 All Parishioners are invited to attend a get   together on Sunday 15th December 
 in the  Parish Centre following 8.30am Mass. Could everyone please bring a  
plate to share . 

http://www.aidtochurch.org

