The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Day - 25 Dec 2019
First Reading

Is 52:7-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who brings good news, who heralds peace, brings
happiness, proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ Listen! Your watchmen raise their
voices, they shout for joy together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he returns to Zion. Break into
shouts of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming Jerusalem.
The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3

(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
1. Sing a new song to the Lord
3.
All the ends of the earth have seen
for he has worked wonders.
the salvation of our God.
His right hand and his holy arm
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
have brought salvation. (R.)
ring out your joy. (R.)
2. The Lord has made known his salvation;
4.
Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,
has shown his justice to the nations.
with the sound of music.
He has remembered his truth and love
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
for the house of Israel. (R.)
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.)

Second Reading

Heb 1:1-6

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
At various times in the past and in various different ways, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but
in our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit everything and through whom he made everything there is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy
of his nature, sustaining the universe by his powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the defilement of
sin, he has gone to take his place in heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far above the
angels as the title which he has inherited is higher than their own name.
God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I have become your father, or: I will be a father to him
and he a son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into the world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
A holy day has dawned upon us. Come you nations and adore the Lord.
Today a great light has come upon the earth.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 1:1-18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All that came to
be had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness
could not overpower. A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a
witness to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, only a
witness to speak for the light. The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was coming into
the world. He was in the world that had its being through him, and the world did not know him. He came to
his own domain and his own people did not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to
become children of God, to all who believe in the name of himwho was born not out of human stock
or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word was made flesh, he lived among us,
and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. John
appears as his witness, He proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me
ranks before me because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received –
yes, grace in return for grace, since, though the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth have come
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners
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CHRISTMAS REFLECTION BASED ON THE VIGIL READINGS
Dear Friends in Christ
Going through the cities, suburbs, and country areas of Australia, in Malls and around houses, one cannot fail to see
Christmas decorations that portray the festive season being celebrated – Christmas – the most wonderful time of the year.
And I ask myself. ‘Do people really celebrate Christmas, I mean Christ+Mass?’ It appears some people enjoy the
celebration without the Christ and/or the Mass. For some it is a period of family reunions, where food and drinks are
served – sometimes, without ‘the grace before meal’; not even a simple prayer of gratitude; not even a minute’s
observance and a statement of “Lest we forget” for that Hero, Jesus, who left His comfort zone in heaven and came down
to rescue us; who fought valiantly and gallantly against our foes, lost His life, but was not defeated, for he rescued us
eventually and came back to life majestically, to lead us to more glorious heights.
His coming was in fulfilment of God’s promise to send us a Messiah, who would make us great and glorious, not
necessarily in the human and temporal order, but above all, in the supernatural and eternal order. As St Paul says in
today’s second reading, “To keep his promise, God has raised up for Israel one of David’s descendants, Jesus, as saviour,
whose coming was heralded by John …” And Matthew, in today’s Gospel reading, narrating the story of the birth of
Christ, says: “Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: the virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’.” So, we recall at
Christmas how God kept his promise of sending us a redeemer. He is the God of the past, present and the future who
never fails in His promises. We need to trust Him. The Scriptures say: “God is not a human being, that he should lie, or a
mortal, that he should change his mind. Has he promised, and will he not do it? Has he spoken, and will he not fulfil
it?” (Numbers 23:19)
In our world today, some, for lack of faith, are still searching gropingly for the Emmanuel, Jesus Christ. Those searching
for Christ, I suppose, should seek for him in the Church. Linking our reflection to the first reading, one can see a
necessary connection between Christ and His Church, the New Jerusalem. The First reading says: “Like a young man
marrying a virgin, so will the one who built you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride, so will your God
rejoice in you.” St Paul wrote: “… Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Saviour…. Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and
to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless.” (Eph. 5:23, 25-27).
The Church is the sacramental presence of Christ in the world; Christ and the Church are one. St Paul wrote, “Christ is
the visible image of the invisible God. ... Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body.” The Church is in our
midst and some people still do not see the glory of Christ in her. It is our mission then to show forth Christ whose body
we are as a Church. It is our mission, as it is the mission of the heavenly Father, the Son, and of the Spirit - the Trinitarian
mission; it is also the Mission of the Church in the world - an Ecclesial mission; and our apostolic and Catholic mission:
to make His glory shine forth. And because it is the mission of God and our mission, each one of us ought to join our
voices with God and the Prophet Isaiah to vow: “About Zion (where God’s Tabernacle is) I will not be silent, about
Jerusalem (which is the Church) I will not grow weary, until her integrity shines out like the dawn and her salvation
flames like a torch.” So that the nations will see her integrity. Christmas calls us to this duty.
Like St Paul, I pray “that (we) will be strengthened with all his glorious power so (we) will have all the endurance and
patience (we) need. May (we) be filled with joy, always thanking the Father. He has enabled (us) to share in the
inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and
transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” (Eph. 5:11-14).
Glory to God in the highest as I wish all our Parishioners and visitors a wonderful Christmas celebration. Enjoy it as long
as it lasts.
Fr. Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

4th January 2020

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia Presents this program for young adults at 28 Keswick Road,
North Tamborine on January 28, 29, 30,31, 2020. It will be conducted by a team from the United Kingdom.
For Registration: Please download Mobile App AFCM Australia .
For more information Contact Sajeev: 0403 713 362 or Jomon: 0410277 793

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.

9.30 am

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
{{{{{

Next Mass at St John’s : 26th January 2020 10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : June Keenan, Colin Randazzo and Foresto Archangeli
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Hall Ward, Margaret Allen,
Ingomar Peter, Norman Parker,

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

is an international Catholic Charity that supports suffering and persecuted Christians. Currently over 200 million Christians worldwide cannot freely exercise their faith; Christians are persecuted, discriminated against or
oppressed in more than 40 countries. The primary work of Aid to the Church in Need is focussed on providing spiritual and pastoral support to keep the Catholic faith alive. We support projects at the request of bishops and religious superiors who have nowhere
else to turn. We invite you to stay informed by receiving news from the suffering Church. Visit www.aidtochurch.org and click
‘subscribe’.

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question:
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

BAPTISM PREPARATION

BAPTISM PRAYERS

The preparation meeting for Baptisms of We pray for Hunter Edward Williams & Maya Susan Merritt who
infants will be held Sunday, 19th January are being baptised this weekend. We pray that they will grow in
2020 at 9:45am. All parents who wish to grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's
have their children baptised in the next few journey. We pray for their Families and Godparents.
months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 15th December 2019
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $
properties.

867.30
1,337.00

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our buildings and

On behalf of the Parish, I am grateful to iDestiny Travels for their donation of $650.00 to the Parish for
supporting St Brigid’s Europe Pilgrimage 2019. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be
assure of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

(Carols are sung 1/2 hour prior to Mass)

Midnight Mass — 12.00am
Christmas Day— 8.30am

SCHOOL OF EVANGELIZATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18+

Aid to the Church in Need

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Mass Times
Christmas Eve — 6.00pm Vigil Mass

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the
Lord’s Body and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is
received by drinking from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Please Note:

(Carols are sung 1/2 hour prior to Mass)

New Years Vigil— 31st December, 11.30pm
New Years Day— 1st January 2020 9.00am

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
ST VINCENT DE PAUL - NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643.

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION
POLICY

...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Mark 10:14
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from
harm by all.
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate
boundaries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au

