
 

    The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Yr A -  29 Dec 2019 

First Reading     Sir 3:2-6. 12-14 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

The Lord honours the father in his children, and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons.  Whoever  
respects his father is atoning for his sins, he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of his own, he shall be heard on the day when he  
prays.  Long life comes to him who honours his father, he who sets his mother at ease is showing  
obedience to the Lord.  My son, support your father in his old age, do not grieve him during his life.  Even if  
his mind should fail, show him sympathy, do not despise him in your health and strength; for kindness to a  
father shall not be forgotten but will serve as reparation for your sins. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1 

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 
 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord  3. Indeed thus shall be blessed 
and walk in his ways!      the man who fears the Lord. 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.   May the Lord bless you from Zion 
You will be happy and prosper. (R.)    all the days of your life!  (R.) 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine  
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. (R.) 

Second Reading     Col 3:12-21 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in 
kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a 
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them 
together and complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for 
this that you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each oth-
er, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and nev-
er say or do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them 
with gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord. 
Parents, never drive your children to resentment or you will make them feel frustrated. 

Gospel Acclamation     Col 3:15. 16 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the fullness of his message live within you.  
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Mt 2:13-15. 19-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the 
child and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends 
to search for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with 
him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had 
spoken through the prophet:   I called my son out of Egypt. 

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take 
the child and his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are 
dead.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel. But 
when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called Nazareth. In 
this way the words spoken through the prophets were to be fulfilled:  He will be called a Nazarene. 

                          Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners 

  Feast of The Holy Family  - Yr A -  29 Dec 2019 

Dear People of God 

Today the Church celebrates the Solemn feast of the Holy Family. With the birth of Jesus, an ideal family of a saintly 

father, a holy mother and a God-sent son was formed. That becomes a model for every family.  

A story is told of a man who decided to carve a wooden plate for his elderly father because his elderly father, in his  

struggle to feed himself had broken most of his plates and glasses. One day he saw his nine-year-old son (who had seen 

him making the wooden plate) making a hole in a piece of wood with a sharp knife. Alarmed at the danger, he asked 

“what are you doing?”, and the son responded, “I am making a plate for you”. From that day, he learnt to feed his dad as 

he would like his son to feed him if nature decides. 
 

The first reading talks of respect for parents deriving from the fourth commandment of the Decalogue: “Honour your  

father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12). This  

reading ties respect for parents to spiritual and material blessings like an atonement for one’s sins, an investment with 

material and spiritual benefits – “like someone amassing a fortune” and reaping happiness from one’s own children.  
 

One who respects parents shall have his or her prayers heard and shall have a long life. Obedience to parents is seen as 

obedience to the Lord. There may be some people who have not heard this portion of the Scriptures before: “My son, 

support your father in his old age, do not grieve him during his life. Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, do 

not despise him in your health and strength; for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten but will serve as reparation for 

your sins”.  
 

This command to honour father and mother should also be extended to all elderly people. In Jewish culture, like in most 

other cultures (including mine), any adult male assumes the role and responsibility of a father or a big brother to the 

younger generation. Same with any adult female. And they are respected for that. Because these roles are played from 

childhood a mutual respect between the elderly and the young, and among young people, is developed. A man can  

address any child of his child’s age from his kindred, town or nationality, as ‘my child’, while any man of his  

contemporary age is his brother. Likewise, any elderly man is a father (a father-figure) in a generic sense. This notion also 

applies to the notion of mother, sister or daughter – not necessarily meaning blood related. This is known as the extended 

family system.  
 

Children are seen as gifts from God to the community. Biological parents - together with other adults - are but custodians 

of their children. Parents should not be selfish, over-possessive nor claim sole ownership of them. Parents should not be 

discriminatory of other children as well. Men and women of our age should stand up to their responsibility as  

father-/mother-figures to the young. There should be nothing like ‘not my child’. Joseph was not the biological father of 

Jesus, yet he took care of Jesus and his mother, taking them, at God’s command, to Egypt and back, as in today’s gospel 

reading.  
 

Being the son of Joseph Jesus became part of the extended family of Israel and of the human family, for he is also the son 

of Man, a son of Adam, Abraham, David, etc. Thus, he is a brother to all of Adam’s, Abraham’s and David’s sons and 

daughters. And we are all one family of God. St Paul in today’s second reading spells out godly values for a happy and 

peaceful co-existence within the family – both the nuclear and extended family. These values befit us as God’s holy  

people, a chosen race. They include: allowing “the message of Christ, in all its richness” to find a home with us, which 

means studying, meditating and keeping the word of God; clothing ourselves in sincerity, compassion, kindness,  

gratitude, humility, gentleness and patience; peaceful, forbearing, and forgiving each other readily and unhesitatingly as 

the Lord has forgiven us; praying as a family – singing “psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God in thanksgiving” 

and permeating all these attitudes with love. Nothing should be done except in the Name of Jesus. 
 

Finally, he says: “Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat 

them with gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, 

never drive your children to resentment or you will make them feel frustrated”. Let us, like St Joseph in today’s gospel 

reading, do what God tells, even if not in our dreams or by an Angel. If we follow God’s instructions, our family nuclear 

and extended will be peaceful, happy and safe. 

              Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  - NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  the  
2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the month. For  further   
information please call  1800 846643.  
  

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION 
POLICY 
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   Mark 10:14 
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to 
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from 
harm by all. 
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate 
boundaries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical  Behaviour and adherence to legisla-
tive imperatives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 

 

Guaranteeing Hospital Visits  
 
Please take an information sheet from the front of the church 
to ensure that you will be visited in hospital—Gold Coast Pri-
vate Hospital -by a Communion Minister or Priest . 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               4th January 2020     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  26th January 2020  10.30am 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION   
The  preparation meeting for Baptisms of 
infants will be held Sunday,  19th January  
2020 at 9:45am. All  parents who wish to 
have their children baptised in the next few 
months are encouraged to attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   June Keenan, Colin Randazzo  and Foresto Archangeli 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   Hall Ward, Margaret Allen,  
             Ingomar Peter, Norman Parker,  

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,  
Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire and Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

BAPTISM PRAYERS   
  
 We pray for Hunter Edward Williams & Maya Susan Merritt  who 
are   being baptised this weekend.  We pray that they will grow in 
grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their  life's 
journey. We pray for their Families  and Godparents.   

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.  
 

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.  
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary 
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  

Please Note:  We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the 

Lord’s Body and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is 
received by drinking from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the conse-
crated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom. 

Aid to the Church in Need is an international Catholic Charity that supports suffering and persecuted Christians. Cur-

rently over 200 million Christians worldwide cannot freely exercise their faith; Christians are persecuted, discriminated against or 
oppressed in more than 40 countries. The primary work of Aid to the Church in Need is focussed on providing spiritual and pasto-
ral support to keep the Catholic faith alive. We support projects at the request of bishops and religious superiors who have nowhere 
else to turn. We invite you to stay informed by receiving news from the suffering Church. Visit www.aidtochurch.org and click 
‘subscribe’.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Would Alice please 

see Fr. Isidore after Mass regarding 

Planned Giving Envelopes. 

 
 

SCHOOL OF EVANGELIZATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18+ 
Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia Presents  this program for young adults at 28 Keswick Road, 
North Tamborine on January 28, 29, 30,31, 2020. It will be conducted by a team from  the United Kingdom. 
For Registration: Please download Mobile App AFCM Australia . 
For more information Contact Sajeev: 0403 713 362 or Jomon: 0410277 793 

Piano and Singing Lessons Locally 
First lesson free.   For more information visit:             
www.skylahjonesschoolofmusic.com or ph 0437 171 272 

 

 
NEW YEARS  MASS  TIMES 
 

               
New Years Vigil— 31st December,      11.30pm  
 
New Years Day— 1st January 2020       9.00am 
    

 
 

    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  22nd December  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   867.30  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,337.00  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  maintenance of all our  buildings  and 
properties.  

On behalf of the Parish, I am grateful to iDestiny Travels for their donation of $650.00 to the Parish for 

supporting St Brigid’s Europe Pilgrimage 2019.           I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be 

assure of our prayers and of your divine   rewards.                 
                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

http://www.aidtochurch.org

