
 

 The Epiphany of the Lord – 5th January 2020 

First Reading     Is 60:1-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still  
covers the earth and darkness the peoples.  Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory   
appears.  The nations come to your light and kings to your dawning brightness.  Lift up your eyes and look  
round:  all are assembling and coming towards you, your sons from far away and your daughters being  
tenderly carried.  At this sight you will grow radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea  
will flow to you; the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of  
Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of the  
Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11 

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts  
to a king’s son your justice,     shall pay him tribute.    
that he may judge your people in justice   The kings of Sheba and Seba   

      and your poor in right judgement. (R.)   shall bring him gifts. 
          Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
           All nations shall serve him.  (R.) 

 
2. In his days justice shall flourish    4. For he shall save the poor when they cry 

and peace till the moon fails.     and the needy who are helpless. 
He shall rule from sea to sea,     He will have pity on the weak 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)  and save the lives of the poor.  (R.) 

Second Reading     Eph 3:2-3. 5-6 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he meant for you, and that it 
was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been re-
vealed through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it 
means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the 
same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel. 

Gospel Acclamation     Mt 2:2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Mt 2:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to 
Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and 
have come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Je-
rusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: 

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 
for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star 
had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you 
have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king 
had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and 
halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the 
house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, open-
ing their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way. 

                          Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners 

The Epiphany of the Lord – 5th January 2020   

Dear People of God 

 

Today, we, the Church celebrate the solemn feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. Epiphany, etymologically, is derived from 

the Greek word Epihanea which is translated as ‘manifestation’, ‘revelation’ or ‘sudden or striking realisation’. It is from 

the two words epi meaning ‘upon’ and phaino meaning ‘I appear, or I shine’. So, we are celebrating the manifestation of 

God or God’s self-revelation, first to Jews and then, to non-Jews or pagans. The first two sentences of today’s first reading 

reflect the meaning of the feast. Isaiah the Prophet wrote: “Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory 

of the Lord is rising on you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples.  Above you the Lord now rises 

and above you his glory appears”. The Light of Christ, who is the Sun of Justice, has risen and shone upon the world, 

and his glory has appeared over his people.  

 

In today’s gospel reading, God made the light of his son shine for some wise men from the east. Seeing the star, they left 

everything, taking with them costly gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh and went on a long journey in search of the 

newborn King, whose star they had seen. These wise men did not know God, nor his promise of a Messiah, as the  

Israelites did. But they could read the stars and understood when they saw a special one that was revealed by God to 

them as a sign of the newborn King and God-made-man. They set out in search of him in order to worship and adore 

him. God did not reveal this to them through an Angel as he did to the Jewish shepherds, nor did the wise men see the 

glory of the Lord when the glorious choir of angels appeared and sang “Glory to God in the highest”. God gives his  

divine revelation to all peoples and everyone according to their cultures and contexts, backgrounds and life situations. But 

these are all intended to lead everyone to Jesus the Christ.  

 

It is wisdom to seek for Christ, who is the Light of the gentiles and the Glory of Israel. And to follow the guiding star of 

the Incarnate Word, the divine King, who happens to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. People are wise when they 

choose to abide by only those things in their lives that are a means of finding Christ and employ all of those means to  

discover, worship and adore him. The men from the east are said to be wise because despite their astrological and  

scientific expertise; despite their wealth and worth (shown by their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh); and despite 

their position and power (which, I imagine, accorded them a warm reception at the palace of Herod the king), they were 

humble enough to follow the revealed truth (discovered from their reading and interpreting of the progression and  

behaviours of the stars), to seek Christ until they found him, do him homage, give him their precious gifts and go home 

rejoicing because they had found Christ. 

  

It is foolishness to see the right way and refuse to follow it, or worse still, go the wrong way. Jesus is the only Way, the 

Truth and the Life. He says “No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). Speaking to the Jews and  the 

multicultural (and maybe, multireligious) crowd on the day of Pentecost, St Peter said: “There is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved”.  

 

If salvation is found only in the name of Jesus, how will those who do not believe in Jesus, be saved, especially, those 

born and brought up in non-Christian families or environments? There were other pagans who may have seen that same 

star the wise men saw but disregarded its significance or ignored its revelation. We still have in our contemporary world, 

people who disregard, ridicule, or suppress this truth of our Christian faith that came through Divine Revelation. Will 

they still be saved? Yes, if they become open to the Truth. St Paul wrote:  

For what can be known about God is evident to them, because God made it evident to them. Ever since 

the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of eternal power and divinity have been able to be un-

derstood and perceived in what he has made. As a result, they have no excuse; for although they knew 

God, they did not accord him glory as God or give him thanks. Instead, they became vain in their rea-

soning, and their senseless minds were darkened. While claiming to be wise, they became fools …. 

(Romans 1:19-23).  

However, if they are open to the truth, they will, like the wise men of the Gospel or St Paul of the second reading, by way 

of revelation be “given the knowledge of the mystery” through the Holy Spirit. 

              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  - NERANG  CONFER-
ENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  
6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the 
month. For  further   
information please call  1800 846643.  

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               1st February 2020     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  26th January 2020  10.30am 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION   
The  preparation meeting for Baptisms of in-
fants will be held Sunday,  19th January  2020 
at 9:45am. All  parents who wish to have their 
children baptised in the next few months are 
encouraged to attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Margaret Allen              

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,  
Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire and Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Arch-

d io c ese  o f  B r i s ba ne  M U ST  A B I D E  B Y  A N D  

ADHERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT & 

THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act im-

pacts upon us all today and if you wish to  

peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go 

to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.  
 

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.  
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary 
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  

Please Note:  We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the 

Lord’s Body and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is 
received by drinking from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the conse-
crated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom. 

Plenary Council Prayer 
 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land 
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council. 
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road. 
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth. 
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying. 
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.   Amen.  
 
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.  St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 

Aid to the Church in Need is an international Catholic Charity that supports suffering and persecuted Christians. Cur-

rently over 200 million Christians worldwide cannot freely exercise their faith; Christians are persecuted, discriminated against or 
oppressed in more than 40 countries. The primary work of Aid to the Church in Need is focussed on providing spiritual and pasto-
ral support to keep the Catholic faith alive. We support projects at the request of bishops and religious superiors who have nowhere 
else to turn. We invite you to stay informed by receiving news from the suffering Church. Visit www.aidtochurch.org and click 
‘subscribe’.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

SCHOOL OF EVANGELIZATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18+ 
Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia Presents  this program for young adults at 28 Keswick Road, 
North Tamborine on January 28, 29, 30,31, 2020. It will be conducted by a team from  the United Kingdom. 
For Registration: Please download Mobile App AFCM Australia . 
For more information Contact Sajeev: 0403 713 362 or Jomon: 0410277 793 

  

 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS  2020 
 

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic?  The RCIA Program for 2020 at St 

Brigid’s Parish commences on Saturday 8th February at 10.00am following the 9.00am Mass. Please 
come along and find out about the Catholic Faith , call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore. 

PLEASE NOTE: ALTERATION TO MASS TIMES WEEK 6TH JANUARY-10TH JANUARY 

 INCLUSIVE 

During this week from Monday to Friday there will be no Masses in St Brigid’s Church. 

The next Mass will be Saturday 11th January at 9.00am. 

 ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  29th December  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   852.05  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,263.70  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  maintenance of all our  buildings  and 
         properties.  

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $13,000.00 from the installation of the air condi-
tioners. If you fell touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   

Be assure of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.                 

                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

FATIMA DAY will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Monday 13th January. The bus will be picking up 
about 8.15am at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The bus will collect passengers at Nerang Train 
Station at approx. 8.30am. The cost of the bus is $20.00 return. When booking your seat please verify your 
point of pick-up. Secure your seat by calling Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 
367 or 5529 1573. Everyone is welcome. 

http://www.aidtochurch.org

