
 

The Baptism of the Lord - Yr A – 12th January 2020 

First Reading     Is 42:1-4. 6-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Thus says the Lord: 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom my soul delights.  I have endowed him with  
my spirit that he may bring true justice to the nations.  He does not cry out or shout aloud, or make his  
voice heard in the streets.  He does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame. 
Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither waver, nor be crushed until true justice is established on  
earth, for the islands are awaiting his law.  I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right;  
I have taken you by the hand and formed you; I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light  
of the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and those who live in  
darkness from the dungeon. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11 

(R.) The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

1. O give the Lord you sons of God,   3. The God of glory thunders. 
give the Lord glory and power;     In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’ 
give the Lord the glory of his name.    The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; 
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.)    the Lord sits as king for ever.  (R.) 

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,  
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.) 
 

Second Reading     Acts 10:34-38 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God 
does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is ac-
ceptable to him. 

‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it was to them that the good news of peace was 
brought by Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard about the recent hap-
penings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching 
baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus 
went about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’ 

 

Gospel Acclamation     See Mk 9:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel     Mt 3:13-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need 
baptism from you,’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; 
it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in to him. 

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on him. A voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my 
Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.’ 
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My Dear Friends 

 

Today, the Church celebrates the solemnity of the Baptism of our Lord Jesus. This feast marks the end of the  

Christmas season and the beginning of the ordinary time of the Church’s calendar. At his baptism, he was revealed not 

through the prophets, the Angels or the Star, but by God himself: The Father and the Holy Spirit. At the time of his  

baptism, the Holy Spirit descended on him like a Dove and the Father’s voice was heard: “This is my Son, the Beloved; 

my favour rests on him”. As the Gospels relate, the baptism of Jesus marked the end of his private life and the beginning 

of his public ministry. It ended his 30 years of growing up in Nazareth, living with his parents, Mary and Joseph, and 

being “obedient to them”. There, he “grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:51-52).  

 

With his baptism also, Jesus began his public ministry. He lived no longer for himself, because led by the Holy  

Spirit, his real mission commenced. Through the waters of John’s baptism, and by the voice of the Father and the descent 

of the heavenly dove - the Holy Spirit – on him, he was commissioned for his mission: firstly, to obey, serve and glorify 

his Father even unto death – to do the will of the eternal Father who sent him (John 6:37-40); secondly, to destroy the 

works of Satan – to silence his roaring and clamouring, and to end his oppressive dominion over (some) humans (1 John 

3:8; 1 Peter 5:7-9); and thirdly, to save human souls from sin, Satan and death, and to give life in abundance to those 

who would accept him as their Lord and Saviour – a life blissful and immortal (John 10:10).  

 

Explaining further from the first reading, God the Father, in a sense, “endowed” Jesus with the Holy Spirit “that he may 

bring true justice to the nations”.  He does not make noise about it, gently and “faithfully he brings true justice; he will 

neither waver, nor be crushed until true justice is established on earth”. He was called “to serve the cause of right”. He 

was formed and appointed “as covenant of the people and light of the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free  

captives from prison, and those who live in darkness from the dungeon”. 

 

Jesus was conscious of his commissioning at his baptism, and was ready and willing to carry out his missionary mandate. 

St Luke reports that soon after his baptism, Jesus, led by the Holy Spirit went into the desert. There he prayed and fasted 

for forty days and forty nights and was tempted by the devil three times. “Filled with the power of the Spirit”, as Luke 

wrote, Jesus “returned to Galilee”, and “began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone”. When he 

came to the Synagogues at “Nazareth, where he had been brought up”, he “stood up to read, and the scroll of the proph-

et Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. All 

the people in the synagogue had their eyes fixed on him, as he said to them, ‘This passage of scripture has 

come true today, as you heard it being read.’ (Luke 4:14-21, NRSVCE and GNT) 

 

Has each of us baptised like Jesus found in the Scripture where our commissioning and mission statement is written – 

the passage where we are empowered by the Word of God for the mission entrusted to us by God. Jesus says: “As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21). He also said: “You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed 

you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  I am giv-

ing you these commands so that you may love one another” (John 15:16-17). 

 

Do we understand the full spiritual import of our baptism? Are we living up to its expectations – seeing it fulfilled even as 

people are listening - as Jesus did? For some, baptism is just a family tradition; a condition for being a nominal but not 

active catholic; a way to appear religious, and so on. Yes, baptism could be all that, but it is much more than that – it is 

for the salvation of souls - ours and those of others. As St Peter wrote, “baptism is not the washing off of bodily dirt, but 

the promise made to God from a good conscience. ….” (1 Peter 3:21).         

                     Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  -  
NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  
6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the 
month. For  further  information please  
call  1800 846643.  

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               1st February 2020     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  26th January 2020  10.30am 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION   
The  preparation meeting for Baptisms of in-
fants will be held Sunday,  19th January  2020 
at 9:45am. All  parents who wish to have their 
children baptised in the next few months are 
encouraged to attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   Marie Duncan 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Margaret Allen              

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,  
Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire and Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
    

 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Arch-

d io c ese  o f  B r i s ba ne  M U ST  A B I D E  B Y  A N D  

ADHERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT & 

THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act im-

pacts upon us all today and if you wish to  

peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go 

to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.  
 

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.  
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary 
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  

Please Note:  We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the 

Lord’s Body and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is 
received by drinking from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the conse-
crated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom. 

 

 

Aid to the Church in Need is an international Catholic Charity that supports suffering and persecuted Christians. Cur-

rently over 200 million Christians worldwide cannot freely exercise their faith; Christians are persecuted, discriminated against or 
oppressed in more than 40 countries. The primary work of Aid to the Church in Need is focussed on providing spiritual and pasto-
ral support to keep the Catholic faith alive. We support projects at the request of bishops and religious superiors who have nowhere 
else to turn. We invite you to stay informed by receiving news from the suffering Church. Visit www.aidtochurch.org and click 
‘subscribe’.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Awake Australia—Praise & Worship / Healing Mass / Adoration 

St Brigid’s Parish is so happy to host Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia on 1st February 2020 which 
will be led by Fr Shyju Naduvathaniyil from 9.00 am to 12.00pm. This will be a half day Retreat in English. All 
parishioners are invited to attend.   Jesus said to him: “I am the way, and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to 
the Father, except through me”. John: 14:6 

SCHOOL OF EVANGELIZATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18+ 
Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia Presents  this program for young adults at 28 Keswick Road, 
North Tamborine on January 28, 29, 30,31, 2020. It will be conducted by a team from  the United Kingdom. 
For Registration: Please download Mobile App AFCM Australia . 
For more information Contact Sajeev: 0403 713 362 or Jomon: 0410277 793 

  

 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS  2020 
 

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic?  The RCIA Program for 2020 at St 

Brigid’s Parish commences on Saturday 8th February at 10.00am following the 9.00am Mass. Please 
come along and find out about the Catholic Faith , call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore. 

 ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  5th January 2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   802.40  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,405.70  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  maintenance of all our  buildings  and 
         properties.  

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $13,000.00 from the installation of the air condi-
tioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   

Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.                 

                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

FATIMA DAY will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Monday 13th January. The bus will be picking up 
about 8.15am at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The bus will collect passengers at Nerang Train 
Station at approx. 8.30am. The cost of the bus is $20.00 return. When booking your seat please verify your 
point of pick-up. Secure your seat by calling Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 
367 or 5529 1573. Everyone is welcome. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH Plans national response to bushfire crisis. 
Australia is facing an unprecedented calamity as fire engulfs the land in many places. We have all seen the apocalyptic images, 
even if we are not in the area most affected. Lives have been lost, homes and towns have been destroyed, smoke has shrouded large 
swathes of our country. 
There is no end in sight to the horror which confronts us with our powerlessness before the devastating force of nature.  
The efforts of firefighters have been heroic. The resilience of the communities affected has been extraordinary. This has been   
Australia at its best, and we all stand with those who have been most stricken and with those who are putting their lives on the line 
to fight the fires. 
That is why on the Australia Day weekend a special collection will be taken up at each Mass, with all funds to be donated to   
Vinnies’ bushfire appeal. Vinnies is responding in all affected states and territories. As well as donations at Masses on Australia 
Day weekend, people are encouraged to support the immediate response and the ongoing work of Vinnies in each sate or through-
out bushfire-affected communities by donating. 

http://www.aidtochurch.org

