
 

Sunday 26th January 2020 - Australia Day 
 

First Reading     Is 32:15-18 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Once more there will be poured on us the spirit from above; then shall the wilderness be fertile land 
and fertile land become forest.  In the wilderness justice will come to live and integrity in the fertile land; 
integrity will bring peace, justice give lasting security.  My people will live in a peaceful home, in safe  
houses, in quiet dwellings. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 84:9-14. R. v.9 

(R.) The Lord speaks of peace to his people.  
 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  3. The Lord will make us prosper 
a voice that speaks of peace.     and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
His help is near for those who fear him   Justice shall march before him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)   and peace shall follow his steps.  (R.) 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;  
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. (R.) 
 

Second Reading     Rom 12:9-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Do not let your love be a pretence, but sincerely prefer good to evil. Love each other as much as brothers 
should, and have a profound respect for each other. Work for the Lord with untiring effort and with great ear-
nestness of spirit. If you have hope, this will make you cheerful. Do not give up if trials come; and keep on 
praying. If any of the saints are in need you must share with them; and you should make hospitality your 
special care. 
 

Gospel Acclamation      Mt 11:25 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;  
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel     Lk 12:22-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, 
nor about your body and how you are to clothe it. For life means more than food, and the body more than 
clothing. Think of the ravens. They do not sow or reap; they have no storehouses and no barns; yet God 
feeds them. And how much more are you worth than the birds! Can any of you, for all his worrying, add a 
single cubit to his span of life? If the smallest things, therefore, are outside your control, why worry about 
the rest? Think of the flowers; they never have to spin or weave; yet, I assure you, not even Solomon in all 
his regalia was robed like one of these. Now if that is how God clothes the grass in the field which is there 
today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, how much more will he look after you, you men of little faith! 
But you, you must not set your hearts on things to eat and things to drink; nor must you worry. It is the pa-
gans of this world who set their hearts on these things. Your Father well knows you need them. No; set your 
hearts on his kingdom, and these other things will be given you as well. 

‘There is no need to be afraid, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom.’ 

 
 
                          Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners 

   Sunday 26th January 2020 - Australia Day 

 

Dear Friend 

As you know 26th of January every year is a special day for Australians and non-Australians who live and make their  

living in Australia - it is Australia Day.  This year Australia’s National Day falls on a Sunday. This affords us another 

opportunity to reflect on the Christian heritage and journey so far of our dear nation – the Commonwealth of Australia. 

The choice of the first reading by the Church is ad rem to that Christian heritage from which Australia derived its name.  

 

Hypothetically, there was in Europe, a legend that possibly dates back to the second century CE, about an “unknown 

southern land” (“terra Australis incognita” in Latin). So, when the first European explorers sighted this land, they  

believed they had seen the terra Australis. History has it that when Captain Pedro Fernandez De Quiros (c.1563 – 1615),1 

a Roman Catholic and a Portuguese born Spanish navigator, under the authority of the Pope and for the Spanish king, 

arrived on the mainland of Australia in 1606, he renamed this land “Australia del Espiritu Santo” (the Southern Land of 

the Holy Spirit). Renamed because the land had had a name from the Indigenous Australians who had occupied the land 

for about 65,000 years before the arrival of the European settlers.2 Renaming is a biblical and Christian tradition follow-

ing God’s or Jesus’ way of changing the names of some individuals or places.  

 

However, Captain Pedro could not establish a settlement and so, went back to Spain. Between early 17th century and late 

18th century, the land saw the arrival of other explorers and navigators who gave this land different names including 

‘New Holland’ which, like Terra Australis, gained more popularity as well. In 1770, Captain Cook surveyed the east coast 

of the mainland of Australia—the land of the Aboriginals, and renamed it New South Wales, claiming it for Great  

Britain. In 1788, the first fleet of Europeans, consisting mainly of convicts, under Captain Arthur Philip arrived at Sydney 

and on 26th January – a date that has become Australia’s national day – the first camp of settlers was set up and the  

British flag raised. Of all the names, Australia (from Terra Australis del Espirit Santo) eventually became a national 

name, popularised by Captain Matthew Flinders in early 19th century (around 1806?). 

 

I believe, the name Australia survived because of its dedication to the Holy Spirit. It was not by accident that the name 

remained and replaced all other names. And we are enjoying the fruit thereof. As the first reading stated, despite all that 

happened in the past and/or is happening even now, Australians “live in peaceful homes, in safe houses and in quiet 

dwellings” because the Holy Spirit has been poured on us from above (see first reading). God the Spirit is the Spirit of 

Love. If this Spirit lives in our hearts, our homes and in our land, then love should not be a pretence among us. The Spirit 

of love and generosity manifested by Australians shows that the Spirit of Love is at work in peoples’ hearts. To do more, 

St Paul encourages us today in the second reading to “Work for the Lord with untiring effort and with great earnestness 

of spirit”. 

 

In the midst of the bushfire crisis, the flooding in some parts of Australia, and other trials and temptations, imperfections 

and inadequacies, St Paul today also tells us: “Do not give up if trials come; and keep on praying. If any of the saints are 

in need you must share with them; and you should make hospitality your special care”. In all things, God cares for us 

and for those who are suffering because of the bushfire. These are life challenges. But Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel 

reading not to worry about life, what to eat or wear. God will take care of them all. He is the all-knowing God who loves 

us eternally.  

We pray that the Holy Spirit to whom this land was dedicated, will continue to make this land fertile and fruitful both 

spiritually and materially. Let us not forget to call on him, especially during these Plenary Council days, to make  

Australia a country we will always be proud of. 

              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

1. Australian Dictionary of Biography. Retrieved on 24/01/2020 from http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/quiros-pedro-fernandez-de-2568 

2. Chris Clarkson and others, Human Occupation of Northern Australia by 65,000 Years Ago. Retrieved on 24/01/2020 from https://

www.nature.com/articles/nature22968 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  -  
NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  
6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the 
month. For  further  information please  
call  1800 846643.  

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               1st February 2020     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  23rd February  10.30am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  group  is 
now on holidays and will regroup in February 2020.  
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   Marie Duncan 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Len Guinea             

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,  
Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri, and Ellie Rosier 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
    

Australia Day Weekend Special Collections 
 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge and the Australian Bishops have asked that special collections be taken up on Australia Day 
weekend to support bushfire-affected communities. Money raised from this collection will support the Vinnies’ bushfire 
appeal. Parishioners wishing to donate individually and receive a tax-deductible receipt can donate at 
www.vinnies.org.au. Thank you to those who have already contributed to support affected communities. 
We are also called to pray for those affected, especially those who have lost loved ones, for those fighting the fires and 
for an end to the ongoing crisis. Prayers and other resources can be found at www.catholic.org.au/bushfires  

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND  

ADHERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act 

impacts upon us all today and if you wish to  

peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please 

go to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.  
 

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.  
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary 
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  

Please Note:  We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the 

Lord’s Body and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is 
received by drinking from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the conse-
crated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom. 

 

 

Aid to the Church in Need is an international Catholic Charity that supports suffering and persecuted Christians. Cur-

rently over 200 million Christians worldwide cannot freely exercise their faith; Christians are persecuted, discriminated against or 
oppressed in more than 40 countries. The primary work of Aid to the Church in Need is focussed on providing spiritual and pasto-
ral support to keep the Catholic faith alive. We support projects at the request of bishops and religious superiors who have nowhere 
else to turn. We invite you to stay informed by receiving news from the suffering Church. Visit www.aidtochurch.org and click 
‘subscribe’.  

 
 

 

 
 

Parish Half Day Retreat—Praise & Worship / Healing Mass / Adoration   

St Brigid’s Parish is so happy to host Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia on 1st February 2020 which 
will be led by Fr Shyju Naduvathaniyil from 9.00 am to 12.00pm. This will be a half day Retreat in English. All 
parishioners are invited to attend.   Jesus said to him: “I am the way, and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to 
the Father, except through me”. John: 14:6 

SCHOOL OF EVANGELIZATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18+ 
Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries Australia Presents  this program for young adults at 28 Keswick Road, 
North Tamborine on January 28, 29, 30,31, 2020. It will be conducted by a team from  the United Kingdom. 
For Registration: Please download Mobile App AFCM Australia . 
For more information Contact Sajeev: 0403 713 362 or Jomon: 0410277 793 

  
Piano and Singing Lessons Locally 

First lesson free.   For more information visit:             
www.skylahjonesschoolofmusic.com or ph 0437 171 272 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS  2020 
 

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic?  The RCIA Program for 2020 at St 

Brigid’s Parish commences on Saturday 8th February at 10.00am following the 9.00am Mass. Please 
come along and find out about the Catholic Faith , call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore. 

 ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  19th January 2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   788.00  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,328.05  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  maintenance of all our  buildings  and 
         properties.  

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $10,000.00 from the installation of the air condi-
tioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   

Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.                 

                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

AUSTRALIA DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY—MASS TIMES 
As Monday the 27th January is the Public Holiday for Australia Day the morning Mass will be at 7.30am not 7.00am. 

2ND FEBRUARY 2020 THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD  
Next weekend we will celebrate the Presentation of the Lord and we will have the blessing of Candles and there will be a 
Candle Light Procession from the entrance of the Church at the beginning of the weekend Masses. We invite all parishioners 
to bring a  candle in a candle holder or candle drip cup  (to prevent wax on hands and the floor) which they can then use in 
their homes for prayers. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vinnies.org.au
http://www.catholic.org.au/bushfires
http://www.aidtochurch.org

