Sunday 2nd February 2020– The Presentation of the Lord
The Presentation of the Lord – Sunday, 2nd February 2020
First Reading
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Mal 3:1-4

A reading from the prophet Malachi
The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to send my messenger to prepare a way before me. And the Lord you are
seeking will suddenly enter his temple; and the angel of the covenant whom you are longing for, yes, he is coming, says
the Lord of hosts. Who will be able to resist the day of his coming? Who will remain standing when he appears? For he
is like the refiner’s fire and the fuller’s alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver, and then they will make the offering to the Lord as it should be made. The offering
of Judah and Jerusalem will then be welcomed by the Lord as in former days, as in the years of old.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 23:7-10. R. v.10

(R.) Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!
1. O gates, lift up your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)

3.

2. Who is the king of glory?
The Lord, the mighty, the valiant,
the Lord, the valiant in war. (R.)

4.

Second Reading

O gates, lift high your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)
Who is he, the king of glory?
He, the Lord of armies,
he is the king of glory. (R.)

Heb 2:14-18

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Since all the children share the same blood and flesh, Jesus too shared equally in it, so that by his death he could take
away all the power of the devil, who had power over death, and set free all those who had been held in slavery all their
lives by the fear of death. For it was not the angels that he took to himself; he took to himself descent from Abraham. It
was essential that he should in this way become completely like his brothers so that he could be a compassionate and
trustworthy high priest of God’s religion, able to atone for human sins. That is, because he has himself been through
temptation he is able to help others who are tempted.

Gospel Acclamation

Lk 2:32

Alleluia, alleluia!
This is the light of revelation to the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 2:22-40

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord – observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be
consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of
turtle-doves or two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout
man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the
Temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms
and blessed God, and he said:
‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen
the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans
and the glory of your people Israel.’
As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may
be laid bare.’
There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days
of girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old
and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and
began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.
When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.
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Dear People of God
On the 2nd of February every year, 40 days after Christmas, the Church celebrates the feast of the Presentation of the Child Jesus
in the Temple. This year it becomes a double feast as it falls on a Sunday. The import of this feast may not, in human terms, be
fully comprehended; hence the Church presents it as the fourth mystery of the Joyful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary of the
Blessed Virgin Mary: ‘The Presentation of the Child Jesus in the Temple. It is amazing that human beings, represented by
Joseph and Mary, are presenting to God as our offering today, Jesus Christ his Son – ‘the God from God’ and ‘Light from
Light’ as the Nicaean Creed describes him.
According to St Luke in today’s gospel,
“When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord – observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born
male must be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law
of the Lord, a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.
Narratively, St Luke captures today’s event as a Jewish religious custom. Narrating it as a single event, he brought together two
separate rites (or rituals) prescribed by the Jewish law, namely the rite of the presentation and dedication of the first male
child – the first fruit of the womb; and the rite of the purification of a woman 40 or 60 days after childbirth .
The first of these rites follows the prescription written in Exodus 13:1-2, 11-16, where God said to Moses, “Consecrate to me
every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal” (Ex 13:2
NIV). The firstborn males of human beings must be redeemed or else left with the priest. As said earlier, the other rite which St
Luke conflated with the one above is the ritual purification after childbirth as recorded in Leviticus 12:1-8. where a woman,
because of the flow of blood following Childbirth became impure (unclean) for 7 days and another 36 days before purification
(or ritual of cleansing) if a male child or 14 days and another 66 days before ritual cleansing, if a female child. And because, in
Jewish law, anybody that came in contact with someone ritually unclean became ritually unclean, this rite of purification became a family issue since the husband and the child may have touched the woman.
According to Luke, when the day – the 40th day – came, they went to the Jerusalem Temple for “them to be purified”. But the
child in today’s ritual cleansing in St Luke’s narrative is not only the son of Mary and Joseph, but also the most holy God
himself – the son of God who makes everybody holy. And Mary had no need of purification for she was full of grace, a virgin
before, during and after the birth of her Son Jesus. They had no need to go to Jerusalem and I believe, it wasn’t pleasurable or
comfortable for them to go that far. But they did go because it was prescribed by God. How often do people neglect going to
Church because they feel they don’t need to? ‘I can worship God wherever’, they would say. How often do people consider if it
is comfortable and pleasurable before obeying what the word of God says and the Church teaches?
As Mary and Joseph brought the Child Jesus to the Temple of Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, what the Prophet Malachi,
who lived about 450 to 500 years before Christ, prophesied came true: Yes, the Lord, the Messiah who the people of Israel were
expecting had suddenly entered his temple to assume his duty as a refiner and purifier. Jesus, the great refiner and purifier, not
only of the sons of Levi, but of the whole world, the Angel of the new and eternal covenant who refines the world with his life
and purifiers us with his blood is revealed as he enters his temple. He had no need of those rituals but he did participate in them
so that he might “become completely like his brothers (and sisters)”; “so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy high
priest of God’s religion, able to atone for the human sins” (second reading) - a great refiner and purifier he is indeed.
There at the Temple Christ was revealed as the Glory of Israel and Light of the world by Simeon - “an upright and devout man;
he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him” (Gospel reading). Of all who were in the Temple,
only a few people noticed that the Lord had come into his Temple. They were empowered by the Holy Spirit and were used to
going to the Temple. Are we empowered by the Holy Spirit to frequent God’s Temple – His Church.
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
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Wednesday
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Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

1st February 2020

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
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Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration
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Thursday
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7.00 am

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
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8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
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DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Next Mass at St John’s : 23rd February 10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Elizabeth (Betty) Morris and Vincenzo Colella
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Jose Portes

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri, and Ellie Rosier
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Please Note: Next Weekend
Father Isidore will be away from the Parish next weekend the 8th and 9th of February. The priests from
Marian Valley will be supplying for all the Masses for that weekend. Father Isidore will be back for Monday
morning Mass.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES Tuesday 11th February and FATIMA
DAY Thursday 13th February will be celebrated at Marian Valley . The bus will be picking up
on both days about 8.15am at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The bus will collect passengers at
Nerang Train Station at approx. 8.30am. The cost of the bus is $20.00 return. When booking your seat please
verify your point of pick-up. Secure your seat by calling Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on
0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. Everyone is welcome.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS 2020
Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2020 at St
Brigid’s Parish commences on Saturday 8th February at 10.00am following the 9.00am Mass. Please
come along and find out about the Catholic Faith , call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.

The 2020 Pilgrimage of St. Therese and her Parents Ss Louis and Zelie Martin
The Relics of St Therese and her parents Ss Louis and Zelie Martins will be arriving at
Allambe Memorial Park at 12.00pm on Friday 14th February
and departing for Marian Valley at 3.00pm. This 2020 Pilgrimage of the Saints of the Martin family around
Australia is supported by Catholic Mission. Since we are privileged to have this happening in our Parish, we, as Parishioners, are called to participate actively in the reception of the relics, the Mass of St Therese, the Veneration of the
Saints and other prayers. More information will be coming your way next Weekend.
Therese Martin was born in 1873 entered a Carmelite convent at the age of sixteen. As Sister Therese of the Child
Jesus, she lived a hidden life. She was just twenty-four when she died.
The world came to know her through her autobiography, “The Story of A Soul.” She described her life as “a little way
of spiritual childhood. She lived each day with unshakeable confidence in God’s love. What matters in life is “not great
deeds, but great love.”
Countless lives have been touched by her intercession, and thousands have imitated her “little way.” She has been
acclaimed the “greatest saint of modern times.” Everywhere in the world the roses continue to fall. “My mission-to
make God loved will begin after my death,” she said. “I will spend my heaven doing good on earth. I will let fall a
shower of roses.”
St Therese’s parents, Louis and Zelie, became the first spouses to be canonised as a couple in 2015.
National Director of Catholic Mission, Fr Brian Lucas, says “The pilgrimage of the relics in 2020 will be an
opportunity for Australians to come together, to have that sense of belonging, and to find inspiration in the life of St
Therese and her parents. “I think the connection between the relics of St Therese and (those) of her parents gives us an
opportunity to consider the importance of relationships and family life.”

BUSHFIRE APPEAL

BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Australia Day Weekend to support the Vinnies’ bushfire appeal was held last weekend and a very generous
$1,191.30 was donated by our parishioners. Thank you for
your generosity.

The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held today Sunday, 16th February
2020 at 9:45am. All parents who wish to have
their children baptised in the next few months
are encouraged to attend.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 26th January 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

760.10

2ND COLLECTION: $

1,223.65

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our buildings and
properties.

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $10,000.00 from the installation of the air conditioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.
Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

VINNIES REQUEST

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
Guaranteeing Hospital Visits

The local Vinnies Conference are requesting the donation Please take an information sheet from the front of the church to
of a Refrigerator for a struggling family in the Parish.
ensure that you will be visited in hospital—Gold Coast Private
Please call 0438 130 322 if you are able to assist.
Hospital -by a Communion Minister or Priest .
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT
& THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if you wish to
peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For
further information please
call 1800 846643.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP - The craft
group meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre. Please come
along and enjoy a fun morning with
the ladies. Everyone welcome

