
 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr A – 9
th

 February 2020 

First Reading      Is 58:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: 

Share your bread with the hungry, and shelter the homeless poor, clothe the man you see to be naked 
and turn not from your own kin.  Then will your light shine like the dawn and your wound be quickly  
healed over. Your integrity will go before you and the glory of the Lord behind you.  Cry, and the Lord  
will answer; call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’  If you do away with the yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked  
word, if you give your bread to the hungry, and relief to the oppressed, your light will rise in the  
darkness, and your shadows become like noon. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 111:4-9. R. v.4 

(R.) A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

 

1. He is a light in the darkness for the upright:  3. With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 
he is generous, merciful and just.     open-handed, he gives to the poor; 
The good man takes pity and lends,     his justice stands firm for ever. 
he conducts his affairs with honour. (R.)    His head will be raised in glory.  (R.) 

2. The just man will never waver:  
he will be remembered for ever. 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. (R.) 

 

Second Reading     1 Cor 2:1-5 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any show of oratory or philosophy, but simply to tell you what 
God had guaranteed. During my stay with you, the only knowledge I claimed to have was about Jesus, and 
only about him as the crucified Christ. Far from relying on any power of my own, I came among you in great 
‘fear and trembling’ and in my speeches and the sermons that I gave, there were none of the arguments 
that belong to philosophy; only a demonstration of the power of the Spirit. And I did this so that your faith 
should not depend on human philosophy but on the power of God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Jn 8:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
the man who follows me will have the light of life. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel     Mt 5:13-16  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth. But if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it 
salty again? It is good for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under 
a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way your light 
must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may give the praise to your Father in 
heaven.’ 

 
 
 
         Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners 
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Dear People of God 

Permit me to start with few questions. What are the good things that Christianity can, and has offered the world? What 

benefits do we Christians gain by being Christians? Do we think those values and benefits, if any, should be extended to 

others? Do we wish others to share in the rich treasures of the Christian deposit of faith? If Christianity has nothing to 

offer; if Christians gain nothing more precious than anything else by becoming Christians; if they are not willing to 

share those treasures with others, then, as Christ said in today’s gospel reading, Christianity or being a Christian “is 

good for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men” like a useless and tasteless salt. 

In the same gospel reading, Christ tells us: “You are the salt of the earth ... You are the light of the world”. He says that 

his disciples are like “a city built on a hill-top [that] cannot be hidden”. We are like God’s lamps. Jesus has lit us like 

lamps. He has enlightened us in faith. He did not light us to put us “under a tub”; but on a “lamp-stand where [we can] 

shine for everyone” to see – brightening their ways and putting smiles on their faces. As the disciples of Jesus,  

ransomed by his blood (Rev. 5:9-10), Jesus insists that “your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your 

good works, they may give the praise to your Father in heaven.” Therefore, we must make an impact wherever we find 

ourselves – be it at home or outside, proximate or remote, little or great, but we must - each according as the measure of 

faith and grace given him or her. 

We can make positive impacts through works of mercy – charity; through preaching; and through witness of life. The 

first reading listed some of the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. As Isaiah puts it: “Share your bread with the  

hungry, and shelter the homeless poor, clothe the man you see to be naked and turn not from your own kin” “do away 

with the yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked word, … give your bread to the hungry, and relief to the oppressed”. “Then 

will your light shine like the dawn and your wound be quickly healed over. Your integrity will go before you and the 

glory of the Lord behind you. Cry, and the Lord will answer; call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’ Our preaching should go 

with a demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit, with miracles, signs and wonders – convincing evidence of the 

power and presence of God in our midst.  
 

Thomas Merton, a Catholic Priest, writer and a mystic (1915-1968), in his book, No Man Is an Island (1955) wrote: “The 

lives of all men we meet and know are woven into our own destiny together with the lives of many we shall never know 

on earth … They are inseparable from our own destiny, and, therefore, our love for them is especially holy: it is a  

manifestation of God in our life.” As we are influenced by others, so too we unavoidably influence others far and near, 

consciously or unconsciously, positively or negatively. This is especially true for us Christians even in the little things 

we do or fail to do. As St Paul said: “thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and uses 

us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere.” (2 Cor. 2:14). Therefore “men ought to regard us as  

servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.” (1 Cor. 4:1). We are, by virtue of our baptism, configured into 

Christ who is the Life and the Light of the world. (John 14:6; 8:12; and 9:5). Christians should be witnesses of Christ’s 

presence in the world. 

The question is: Do I impact positively on others – family members, friends, school mates, students, co-workers, 

 neighbours, strangers, Facebook and other social media friends, etc.? How many followers do we have in righteousness 

for God’s glory? Do we, like St Paul in today’s second reading, go out “in great fear and trembling”, among the people, to 

demonstrate “the power of the Spirit”, or do we go out with “a show of oratory or philosophy” – ‘Christians for mouth’ as 

Nigerians would say. This prophecy of Zachariah should also apply to us, who are Jews by adoption in Christ: “This is 

what the LORD Almighty says: In those days ten people from all languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew 

by the hem of his robe and say, 'Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is with you.'"   

As children of God, living in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation (see Philippians 2:14-16), we should not 

 conform to the standards of this world (see Rom. 12:2). But rather, we should shine among them as bright stars,  

holding fast to the Word of life.           Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  -  
NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  
6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the 
month. For  further  information please   call  1800 846643.  

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Second Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               14th March 2020     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  23rd February  10.30am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  
group  meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to 
11.30am in the Parish Centre. Please come 
along and enjoy a fun morning with 
 the ladies. Everyone welcome 
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION   

The  preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants 
will be held  Sunday,  16th  February   2020 at 
9:45am. All  parents who wish to have their children 
baptised in the next few months are encouraged to 
attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   Elizabeth (Betty) Morris and Vincenzo Colella 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:               

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan,  
Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND  

ADHERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act 

impacts upon us all today and if you wish to  

peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please 

go to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.  
 

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.  
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary 
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  

 

 

 
 

SCHOOL  OF  THE  WORD            VERBUM  DEI  MIS-
SIONARIES 

Where: St Brigid’s Catholic Church,  Nerang 

When: Sat  22nd  February, 2020        Time: 10am to 12pm 

For more information:   Verbum Dei Missionaries:  Sr Gabi 
0478 839 990,  Sr Frances 0424 777 232   Cathy 0407 567 122     
Facebook: Verbum Dei Brisbane 

  RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS  2020 
 

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic?  The RCIA Program for 2020 at St 

Brigid’s Parish commences on Saturday 15th February at 10.00am following the 9.00am Mass. Please 
come along and find out about the Catholic Faith , call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore. 

 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  2nd February 2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   701.15  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,270.10  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  maintenance of all our  buildings  and 
         properties.  

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $10,000.00 from the installation of the air condi-
tioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   

Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.                 

                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES Tuesday 11th February and FATIMA 
DAY  Thursday 13th February  will be celebrated at Marian Valley . The bus will be picking up 
on both days about 8.15am at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The bus will collect passengers at 
Nerang Train Station at approx. 8.30am. The cost of the bus is $20.00 return. When booking your seat please 
verify your point of pick-up. Secure your seat by calling Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 
0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. Everyone is welcome. 

 

2020 Columban Calendars - Last chance to purchase 

one  of  these beautiful calendars at only $5 each.  

Please see the Piety Stall outside Church after  Sun-

day Mass. 

The 2020 Pilgrimage of St. Therese and her Parents Ss Louis and Zelie Martin  

 

The Relics of St Therese and her parents Ss Louis and Zelie Martin will be arriving at  

Allambe Memorial Park at 12.00pm on Friday 14th February  

and departing for Marian Valley at 3.00pm. This 2020 Pilgrimage of the Saints of the Martin family around  

Australia is supported by Catholic Mission.   The program will start at 12:00pm with the reception of the Relics and 

include recitation of the Rosary, Mass, Veneration of the Relics and Prayers prior to their leaving again at 3:00pm. 

Since we are privileged to have this happening in our Parish, we, as Parishioners, are called to participate actively in 

the reception of the relics, the Mass of St Therese, the Veneration of the Saints and other prayers.    

     Therese Martin  was born in 1873 entered a Carmelite convent at the age of sixteen. As Sister Therese of the Child  

Jesus, she lived a hidden life. She was just twenty-four when she died. 

     The world came to know her through her autobiography, “The Story of A Soul.” She described her life as “a little 

way of spiritual childhood. She lived each day with unshakeable confidence in God’s love. What matters in life is “not 

great deeds, but great love.” 

     Countless lives have been touched by her intercession, and thousands have imitated her “little way.” She has been  

acclaimed the “greatest saint of modern times.” Everywhere in the world the roses continue to fall. “My mission-to 

make God loved will begin after my death,” she said. “I will spend my heaven doing good on earth. I will let fall a 

shower of roses.”  

     St Therese’s parents, Louis and Zelie, became the first spouses to be canonised as a couple in 2015. 

National Director of Catholic Mission, Fr Brian Lucas, says “The pilgrimage of the relics in 2020 will be an  

opportunity for Australians to come together, to have that sense of belonging, and to find inspiration in the life of St 

Therese and her parents. “I think the connection between the relics of St Therese and (those) of her parents gives us an 

opportunity to consider the importance of relationships and family life.” 

 

 VINNIES REQUEST 
The local Vinnies Conference are requesting the donation 
of a Refrigerator for a struggling family in the Parish. 
Please call  0438 130 322 if you are able to assist. 

 

 


