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Dear friends 
 

Last Wednesday we celebrated Ash Wednesday to mark the beginning of this year’s Lenten season. It is a very 
significant celebration in the Church with its ritual of putting Ashes on our head. According to the liturgical  
rubrics, the priest or the one administering the ashes ought to say while putting the ashes on people’s  
foreheads or crown of the head (for ordained ministers): ‘Repent, and believe in the Gospel’ or ‘Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return’. The significance of those words is well explained in John 6:63, 
where Jesus says: “It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you 
are spirit and life”.  
 

So, on every Ash Wednesday, we are reminded of this fundamental principle that apart from God we can do 
nothing. We declare before God, as symbolised in the reception of the ashes, that we are dust (like every  
non-living material) if not for the breath of life, the Spirit God has given, and that we shall return and remain 
dust forever unless we depend on the Word of God which gives us life eternal. St James advised us: “Submit to 
God and accept the Word that he plants in your hearts, which is able to save you” (James 1:20). As Jesus in  
today’s gospel reading, defeated the devil by saying: “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God”, so, like him, we are called to learn, during this Lent, how to defeat evil by  
living in the Word of God through faith – by believing in the Gospel. 
 

Today being the first Sunday of Lent, the first reading elaborates on the Ash Wednesday’s memento of the  
ashes by relating it to the beginning of time when God fashioned the first male and female humans from ash 
and dust. It also tells us how Adam and Eve disobeyed God by listening to Satan the Serpent. In today’s second 
reading, St Paul tells us that “Sin entered the world through [the disobedience of] one man, and through sin 
death, and thus death has spread through the whole human race because everyone has sinned”. In effect, just 
as Adam and Eve failed to trust God wholeheartedly and doubted the Word of God when Satan raised  
objection to it, so do we sometimes doubt God’s word when Satan, who often disguises himself in different 
personalities or corporate bodies, raises objections against the knowledge of God we have. 
 

However, like Jesus Christ, we should always defeat Satan by holding on to the Word of God, which St Paul  
described as the spiritual sword with which one defeats the devil (Ephesians 6:17). In the three temptations of 
Jesus Christ in today’s gospel reading, Jesus did not hesitate to quote by heart those biblical passages that 
kept him firmly on the right path through those trials. When we are tempted to do wrong, challenged to deny 
or abandon our faith inspired practices, or are faced with trials over our resolve to love and be charitable, do 
we lay hold of the Word of God for our victory? Have we memorised the Word of God with which we can  
counteract the Devil’s subtle deceptive ideas, thoughts and imaginations? Do we resist the promptings to seek 
to know as Satan the serpent wants or do we stick to the dictates of the Word of God even when it appears 
foolish according to human standards?  
 

How wonderful it is when we use this sword of the Holy Spirit to destroy the stronghold of Satan in our hearts. 

The Word of God is the greatest weapon of our warfare against the devil. According to St Paul, “the weapons 

of our warfare are not of flesh but are enormously powerful, capable of destroying strongholds. We destroy 

arguments and every pretension raising itself against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive in 

obedience to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4-6). Let us, during this Lent, read, study, meditate and take to heart more of 

the Word of God. Where is your Bible? 

                  Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

First Sunday of Lent – Yr A -  1
st

 March 2020 

First Reading     Gen 2:7-9; 3:1-7 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man be-
came a living being. 

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God 
caused to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden. 

The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really 
say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?’ The woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of 
the trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, 
under pain of death”.’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! God knows in fact that on the day you 
eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The woman saw that the tree was good 
to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the knowledge that it could give. So she took some of its fruit 
and ate it. She gave some also to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened and they realised that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves together to make themselves loin-cloths.  

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 50:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. see v.3 

(R.) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.  

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.  3. A pure heart create for me, O God,  
In your compassion blot out my offence.    put a steadfast spirit within me. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt   Do not cast me away from your presence, 
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)     nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.) 

2. My offences truly I know them;    4. Give me again the joy of your help; 
my sin is always before me.      with a spirit of fervour sustain me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned;    O Lord, open my lips 
what is evil in your sight I have done. (R.)   and my mouth shall declare your praise.  (R.)  

Second Reading     Rom 5:12-19  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole human 
race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was no law and so no 
one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, 
unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one 
man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so 
many as an abundant free gift. The results of the gift also outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one single fall 
came judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after many falls comes grace with its verdict of acquittal.  If it is 
certain that death reigned over everyone as the consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that one man, 
Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the free gift that he does not deserve, of being made right-
eous. Again, as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the good act of one man brings everyone life and 
makes them justified. As by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be 
made righteous. 

Gospel Acclamation     Mt 4:4 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from  
the mouth of God.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 

Gospel     Mt 4:1-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, 
after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
turn into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says:  Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’  The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are 
the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down; for scripture says:  He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will 
support you on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says:   You 
must not put the Lord your God to the test.’  Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all the king-
doms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give you all these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then  
Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says:  You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’  Then the 
devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him. 

                           Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  -  
NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  
6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the 
month. For  further  information please   call  1800 846643.  

Guaranteeing Hospital Visits  
 

Please take an information sheet from the front of the church to ensure that 
you will be visited in  hospital—Gold Coast Private Hospital -by a  Commun-
ion Minister or Priest . 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Second Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               14th March 2020     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  22nd March  10.30am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  
group  meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to 
11.30am in the Parish Centre. Please come 
along and enjoy a fun morning with 
 the ladies. Everyone welcome 
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :  Biney Johnson, Frances Foss & Mercedes Stephenson 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   Frances Evans             

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this  
Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram,  
Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,    
Jasmine Fay Parada,  Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,   
Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

BAPTISM PRAYERS   
  

 We pray for Aubrie Grace Callan  who is   being 
baptised this weekend.  We pray that she will grow 
in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of 
God all her  life's journey. We pray for her Family  
and Godparents.   

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND  

ADHERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act 

impacts upon us all today and if you wish to  

peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please 

go to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

 
MASS FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY (ANOINTING 

MASS) 
 
 

We invite all our parishioners, visitors and friends to 
join us to pray for the sick and needy on   Saturday, 
14th March at 9:00am. Come and talk to God 
about that problem: whether  
spiritual, emotional, psychological and/or physical. 
It is also an opportunity to be charitable with our 

prayers by being available to pray for others. 

 

 

 
St. Vincent de Paul have asked for help in obtaining a 

washing machine for a family affected by severe  flood-
ing.  If you are able to help,  

please contact Angela on 0417 474 561.   

 
 

 

Lenten Program—Be Opened:  A Journey to New Life  
 
Join us each Monday evening 6pm  in the Church to reflect and break open the  treasures of the Lenten Gospels.  We 
are invited this Lenten season to open our hearts and minds, taking us to new depths of faith and fullness of life.   

  

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

OF ADULTS  2020 
 

 

Are you or someone you know thinking 

of  becoming a Catholic?  The RCIA  

Program for 2020 at St Brigid’s Parish 
continues  on Saturday 29th   February 

at 10.00am following the 9.00am Mass. 

Please come along and find out about 
the Catholic Faith , call the  

Parish Office or speak directly to Fr  

Isidore. 

 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  23rd  February 2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   689.65  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,067.80  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  maintenance of all our  buildings  and 
         properties.  

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $10,000.00 from the installation of the air condi-
tioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   

Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.                 

                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

FATIMA DAY  Friday 13th March  will be celebrated at Marian Valley . The bus will be 
 picking up on both days about 8.15am at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The bus will collect 
 passengers at Nerang Train Station at approx. 8.30am. The cost of the bus is $20.00 return. When booking 
your seat please verify your point of pick-up. Secure your seat by calling Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950 
or    Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. Everyone is welcome. 

 

 

 

Next Weekend 7th and 8th March 
 

Father Isidore will be away from the Parish next weekend. The 
priests from Marian Valley will here for all the usual Masses on  
Saturday and Sunday.  With Father being away there will not be the 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart on Friday  6th March. 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways we work around the world with our local partners 
to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty. Through a holistic approach Caritas is working 
with communities providing hope for a just and fair world  
regardless of their ethnicity, political beliefs, gender or religion. 
 
SHIRLEY, PHILIPPINES 
Indigenous minorities in the Philippines face regular discrimination and disadvantage. Shirley, from the  
Manide tribe faced challenges supporting her children and sending them to school. With Caritas Australia’s 
support, Shirley’s life has been transformed. 
 
Please take a Project Compassion Gift Box and/or a set of Giving Envelopes and give generously during this 
Lent. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Each Friday during Lent  at 5.45pm 
with the exception of  Friday 6th and 
20th March which will be following the 
7.00am Mass. 


