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2nd Sunday of Lent - Yr A – 8th March 2020
First Reading

Gen 12:1-4

A reading from the book of Genesis
The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your family and your father's house, for the land I will show you.
I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name so famous that it will be used as a blessing.
‘I will bless those who bless you: I will curse those who slight you. All the tribes of the earth shall bless
themselves by you.’
So Abram went as the Lord told him.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 32:4-5. 18-20. 22. R. v.22

(R.) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
1. The word of the Lord is faithful
3.
and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
and fills the earth with his love. (R.)
2. The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine. (R.)

Second Reading

Our soul is waiting for the Lord.
The Lord is our help and our shield.
May your love be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you. (R.)

2 Tm 1:8-10

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy
With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying on the power of God who has saved us
and called us to be holy – not because of anything we ourselves have done but for his own purpose and by
his own grace. This grace had already been granted to us, in Christ Jesus, before the beginning of time, but it
has only been revealed by the Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He abolished death, and he has proclaimed life and immortality through the Good News.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 17:5

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel
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Mt 17:1-9

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain where they
could be alone. There in their presence he was transfigured; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to them; they were talking with him. Then
Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three tents here,
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking when suddenly a bright cloud covered
them with shadow, and from the cloud there came a voice which said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys
my favour. Listen to him.’ When they heard this, the disciples fell on their faces, overcome with fear. But Jesus came up and touched them. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘do not be afraid.’ And when they raised their eyes they
saw no one but only Jesus.
As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave them this order. ‘Tell no one about the vision until the Son
of Man has risen from the dead.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners
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Dear people of God
Today we heard St. Paul encouraging us to bear with him “the hardships for the sake of the Good News.” And that
through the Good News, Jesus, who has abolished death, “proclaimed life and immortality.” The Lenten period
culminates in Easter which is Life and immortality. It is a period we learn to bear the hardships that serve as
stepping stones to the glory of the resurrection. When I die, I live on. Where will I spend my eternity. The book of
Revelation, says: “Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed,
for they will rest from their hard work; for their good deeds follow them!” (Rev. 14:13). Our good deeds determine
our eternal glory. As our faith teaches us, we believe in …. the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Lent is a time when we reflect on the deeper meaning of this
portion of our creed and live accordingly. Or do we profess to believe what we do not believe?
The Sadducees (a Jewish religious group and contemporaries of Jesus) taught that there was nothing like the
resurrection of the dead. To them Jesus replied: “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the
power of God. (Matt. 22:29) “…. those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the
resurrection from the dead … can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are
children of the resurrection.” (see Luke 20:34 – 38). until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.’” We should
hold on to our faith until we rise from the dead.
We should continue our life’s journey like Abraham, in obedience to God until we get to the promised land.
Abraham’s faith was tested, so will our faith be tested. As said earlier, we have to bear all the hardships consequent
upon our faith, hope and love (see second reading). As St Paul says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Cor. 2:9). The Letter to the Hebrews talking about
Abraham and his family, says: “All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and
strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had
been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for
a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city
for Our Lord Jesus Christ, during his Transfiguration on the mountain (see today’s Gospel) gave his three disciples
Peter, James and John, and to us as well, a glimpse of what the resurrection shall be: we are going to be raised to
heaven as to a high spiritual mountain; we shall be gloriously transfigured, appearing as pure and bright as the
dazzling sun; we shall catch up with our loved ones who have died in God as Jesus did with Moses and Elijah; and
the love of God, like a cloud, will overshadow us. We shall see God as he really is, and hear him talk to us directly.
If we could behold this glorious event which has already began at our baptism we shall, like St Peter in today’s
Gospel, exclaim, “Lord, it is wonderful to be here”. St John wrote: “Behold what manner of love the Father has
given to us, that we should be called children of God. And that is what we are! … Beloved, we are now children of
God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when Christ appears, we will be like Him, for we
will see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” (1 John 3:1-3)
There is a close connection between the baptism of Jesus and His transfiguration. On both occasions, the heavenly
Father’s voice was heard speaking from heaven, “This is my beloved Son ...” Hence our baptism is our own
transfiguration event. We enter into the glory of the resurrection as the beloved sons and daughters of God. We die
and are buried with Christ, and rise to new life in Christ at Baptism. After our baptism, we come down from the
mountain to continue our faith journey till the rising from the dead. The Gospel today reads: “As they came down
from the mountain Jesus gave them this order. ‘Tell no one about the vision them.” (Hebrews 11:13-16). “Let us
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the
cross! On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him, he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on
the cross, and he is now seated at the right side of God's throne.” (Hebrews 12:2)
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
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Wednesday
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Saturday Morning

9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Second Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

21st March 2020

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
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7.00 am

A full copy of the Archbishop’s letter is available to all Parishioners today.
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
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DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Next Mass at St John’s : 22nd March 10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Biney Johnson, and Marie Lyons
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram,

Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon,
Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.
Easter Cards are now available for purchase from Aid to the Church in Need. Each packet contains 12
Easter cards and envelopes. Cost: First packet $23 (includes postage). Extra packets $15 each. The
Easter cards feature the religious paintings of Swiss artist, Bradi Barth and include a bible verse inside.
Proceeds raised go toward ACN projects that support the Church where she is unable to support herself.
Order over the phone: 1800 101 201 or online: www.aidtochurch.org.

Lenten Program—Be Opened: A Journey to New Life
Join us each Monday evening 6pm in the Church to reflect and break open the treasures of the Lenten Gospels. We
are invited this Lenten season to open our hearts and minds, taking us to new depths of faith and fullness of life.

FATIMA DAY Friday 13th March

Letter from the Archbishop
The Archbishop has implemented the following protocols in the Archdiocese due to the coronavirus (COVID-19).

Holy Communion will not be distributed from the chalice. Remember Christ is fully present under either species.

All ministers of Holy Communion should was their hands before and after distributing
the hosts.

At the Sign of Peace, people should avoid shaking hands but say “Peace be with you”
with some eye contact and an appropriate gesture.

Holy water should be temporarily removed from fonts.

People should avail themselves of the hand sanitiser at the entrance to the Church.

It is preferable and prudent for people to receive Holy Communion in the hand rather
than the tongue.

will be celebrated at Marian Valley . The bus will be
picking up on both days about 8.15am at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The bus will collect
passengers at Nerang Train Station at approx. 8.30am. The cost of the bus is $20.00 return. When booking
your seat please verify your point of pick-up. Secure your seat by calling Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950
or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. Everyone is welcome.

POSTPONEMENT AND NEW DATE FOR THE ONE MONTH REMEMBRANCE
ANNOINTING MASS SCHEDULED FOR 14TH MASS
We advise all Parishioners that the Mass at
MARCH
Unfortunately due to time constraints the Anointing
Mass scheduled for Saturday 14th March has had to
be postponed and a new date has been set. The next
Annointing Mass will now be held on Saturday 21st
March 2020.

9.00am on Saturday 14th March will be a Mass
for the one month anniversary of death of Marie
Lyons. All parishioners are invited to attend.
St. Vincent de Paul have asked for help in obtaining a
washing machine for a family affected by severe
flooding. If you are able to help, please contact
Angela on 0417 474 561.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 1st March 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

800.85

2ND COLLECTION: $

1,172.80

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our buildings and
properties.

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $10,000.00 from the installation of the air conditioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.
Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

Guaranteeing Hospital Visits

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Each Friday during Lent at 5.45pm with the
exception of Friday 20th March which will be
following the 7.00am Mass.

Please take an information sheet from the front of the church to ensure that
you will be visited in hospital—Gold Coast Private Hospital -by a Communion Minister or Priest .

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at
6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month. For further information please call 1800 846643.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT
& THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if you wish to
peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP - The craft
group meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to
11.30am in the Parish Centre. Please come
along and enjoy a fun morning with
the ladies. Everyone welcome

