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Dear Friends in Christ 
 

In today’s first reading, the Israelites, when faced with the threat of death for lack of water in the wilderness,  
doubted the presence and power of God among them. They did not have the practical faith in God’s love and  
abiding presence. They forgot that God is with them to take care of all their troubles as He had previously done. 
They forgot the many miracles He performed in Egypt to save and lead them out from slavery into freedom. They 
forgot that He led them through dry shod across the Red Sea and allowed their enemies to be drown in the same 
sea. Because they asked “is the Lord with us or not” the place was named Massah and Meribah.  
 

On our journey of faith, some of us Christians may come to a point in life we can call Massah and Meribah – a 
point where we are tempted to ask, “is God still with us or not”. Faced with challenges, some of us sometimes do 
exhibit a similar lack of faith in the ever-abiding presence of God and in His reassuring and consoling power. At 
such a point, today’s Psalm says: “O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not your hearts as at 
Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert when your fathers put me to the test; when they tried me, though 
they saw my work”.  
 

Sometimes, we do not realise that God is waiting to be gracious to us. We feel frustrated at the goings go wrong; we 
become sad, fall into depression or even despair; we panic at an impending danger. I know it may be natural to do 
so; however, God expects us to be faith-filled and to trust in His goodness, mercy and everlasting love and to feel 
always his abiding and almighty presence. To do so, we need patience and the grace of prayer to humbly and  
trustingly go to Him in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. There, as Isaiah said, “the Lord is waiting to be merciful to 
you. He is ready to take pity on you because he always does what is right. Happy are those who put their trust in 
the Lord” (Isaiah 30:18). 
 

When we are tempted to lose faith or fall into despair, it is then that we should listen to his voice as he says “Come 
to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28). “Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honour Me." (Psalm 50:15). “Is anyone among you  
suffering? Let him pray.” (James 5:13). Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament invites us to come to him. He is the  
Emmanuel (God-with-us). But how often do we, like the Israelites or the Samaritan woman in today’s Gospel, lack 
faith in Jesus. 
 

Jesus on his missionary journey came to Jacob’s well tired and exhausted, saw a Samaritan woman who came to 
draw water and said to her, “Give me a drink.” She wouldn’t give him a drink for he was a Jew, a presumed enemy 
of Samaritans, and a stranger. But Jesus replied: “If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying 
to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he would have given you living water”. At first 
the woman lacked the faith knowledge of the Gift Jesus was offering and lacked the knowledge of Jesus who was 
present with her. She did not feel the presence of God for lack of knowledge of the person standing before her. 
 

First, she saw Jesus as an enemy and a stranger, then she addressed Him as ‘Sir’, then she realized he was a prophet 
and then asked to be given the Living Water. Jesus gave her this Living Water and her spiritual eyes were opened. 
Then she suspected Jesus was the Messiah, which Jesus confirmed “I am He”. At this, she left her jar and the water 
she came to fetch, and hurried into the town of Sychar to share the water from Jesus which has now turned into a 
spring welling up in her. 

The Holy Spirit is that living water Jesus prompted the Samaritan woman to ask for. Jesus is the water yielding 

Rock prefigured in the first reading (see 1 Cor. 10:4). In John 7:37–39, He invites those who thirst to come to him 

and have their fill of drink. At baptism, we were granted access drink the Holy Spirit from Jesus, the  

water-yielding-Rock. Through faith in him we entered the state of grace that looks forward to God’s glory. We  

become loving and hopeful. As we drink from his Eucharistic presence, let the water of life welling up to eternal life 

be our hope. And that hope, St Paul tells us today, is not deceptive (see second reading).  

                   Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

Third Sunday of Lent - Yr A - 15 March 2020 

First Reading      Ex 17:3-7 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so 
that I should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’ Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this peo-
ple?’ he said. ‘A little more and they will stone me!’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders of Israel 
and move on to the forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. I shall be 
standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to 
drink.’ This is what Moses did, in the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah because of 
the grumbling of the sons of Israel and because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’ 

Responsorial Psalm      Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.8 

(R.) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 

Second Reading      Rom 5:1-2. 5-8 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and through 
Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory. This hope is 
not deceptive, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. We 
were still helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a good man – 
though of course for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to die – but what proves that God loves us is that 
Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 

Gospel Acclamation     See Jn 4:42. 15 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!   
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; 
give me living water, that I may never thirst again.   
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Gospel         Jn 4:5-15. 19-26. 39-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there 
and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The  
Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not 
associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied: 

‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you:  Give me a drink, you would  
have been the one to ask, and he would have given you living water.’ 

‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a greater 
man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again: but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give 
will never be thirsty again: the water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to  
eternal life.’ 

‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that I may never get thirsty and never have to come here again to 
draw water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: 

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor  
in Jerusalem.  You worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know; for salvation comes  
from the Jews.  But the hour will come – in fact it is here already – when true worshippers will worship  
the Father in spirit and truth:  that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants.  God is spirit, and those  
who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’ 

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ 
‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’ 

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the Samaritans 
came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them many more 
came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard 
him ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the world.’ 

 

                           Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original © copyright owners 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
CHURCHES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 St Brigid’s Church 
 39-49 McLaren Rd  

 Nerang Q 4211 
 
 
 
 

[[  
 

St John’s Church 
 Windabout Rd 
 Beechmont Q      

 4211 

   
 

 
SCHOOL 

 

 
 
 

  St Brigid’s  
  Primary 

  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 
 

 

  
 WEB PAGE: 

   www.sb.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

 
 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  -  
NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  
6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  Wednesdays  of the 
month. For  further  information please   call  1800 846643.  

Guaranteeing Hospital Visits  
 

Please take an information sheet from the front of the church to ensure that 
you will be visited in  hospital—Gold Coast Private Hospital -by a  Commun-
ion Minister or Priest . 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  

Saturday  Morning        9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Second Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                               21st  March 2020     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
{{{{{  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  22nd March  10.30am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP  -  The craft  
group  meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to 
11.30am in the Parish Centre. Please come 
along and enjoy a fun morning with 
 the ladies. Everyone welcome 
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :  Emeritus Archbishop John Bathersby, Robert Phillips,  
Selwyn Cumner, Biney Johnson and Marie Lyons 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:                

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this  
Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Cecilia Kurtz, Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier,  
Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  
Maureen Bourke,   Jasmine Fay Parada,  Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,   
Amanda Gordon,   

BAPTISM PRAYERS   
  

 We pray for Mason Lucca Asetre & Coralie Rose 
Mitchell  who are  being baptised this weekend.  We 
pray that they will grow in grace and wisdom and 
abound with the love of God all their  life's journey. 
We pray for their Families and Godparents.   

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND  

ADHERE TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act 

impacts upon us all today and if you wish to  

peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please 

go to the Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul have asked for help in obtaining a 
washing machine for a family affected by severe  
flooding.  If you are able to help, please contact 

 Angela on 0417 474 561.   

 
 

 

Lenten Program—Be Opened:  A Journey to New Life  
 
Join us each Monday evening 6pm  in the Church to reflect and break open the  treasures of the Lenten Gospels.  We 
are invited this Lenten season to open our hearts and minds, taking us to new depths of faith and fullness of life.   

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  8th  March 2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                   679.65  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1,172.15  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  maintenance of all our  buildings  and 
         properties.  

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $10,000.00 from the installation of the air condi-
tioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   

Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.                 

                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

 

 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Each Friday during Lent  at 5.45pm with the  
exception of  Friday  20th March which will 
be following the 7.00am Mass. 

POSTPONEMENT AND NEW DATE FOR THE  
ANNOINTING MASS  SCHEDULED FOR 14TH 
MARCH 
 

Unfortunately due to time constraints the Anointing 
Mass scheduled for Saturday 14th March has had to 
be postponed and a new date has been set. The next 
Annointing  Mass will  now be held on  Saturday 21st 
March 2020. 

Letter from the Archbishop 
The Archbishop has implemented the following protocols in the Archdiocese due to the coro-
navirus (COVID-19). 
 Holy Communion will not be distributed from the chalice. Remember Christ is fully pre-

sent under either species. 
 All ministers of Holy Communion should was their hands before and after distributing 

the hosts. 
 At the Sign of Peace, people should avoid shaking hands but say “Peace be with you” 

with some eye contact and an appropriate gesture. 
 Holy water should be temporarily removed from fonts. 
 People should avail themselves of the hand sanitiser at the entrance to the Church. 
 It is preferable and prudent for people to receive Holy Communion in the hand rather 

than the tongue. 
 
A full copy of the Archbishop’s letter is available to all Parishioners today. 
 

 

 

 
The retired Archbishop of Brisbane, John Bathersby, died on Monday March 9, 
 following a recent stroke. Archbishop John led the Archdiocese from 1991 until 
2011, retiring upon reaching 75 years of age. With his passing we recall with  
gratitude the episcopal ministry of our sixth bishop, which was characterised by a 
deep desire to know and love Jesus and to share this with all. It is also a time of 
thanksgiving as now he is released from the debilitating illness that has been with 
him in these latter years. The liturgies that will usher Archbishop John into eternal 
life are being held at the Cathedral with a Funeral Vigil Liturgy at 5.00pm on  
Sunday March 15, Morning Prayer for the Dead in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
of the Cathedral at 8 am on Monday morning, and a Solemn Funeral Mass and 
Rite of Committal at 11.00am on Monday (N.B. no public parking available on this 
business weekday). A number of tributes will be offered at the Sunday night Vigil. 
Webcasts of the Vigil and the Mass can be watched live at www.archbne.org/bzw  


