Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Yr A - 5th April 2020
The Gospel continued……
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The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and collected the whole cohort around him. Then they
stripped him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a crown they put this on his head
and placed a reed in his right hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him saying, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ And they spat on
him and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. And when they had finished making fun of him, they took off the
cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led him away to crucify him.
On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. When they
had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him wine to drink mixed with gall, which he
tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they shared out his clothing by casting lots, and then
sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him.
Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ At the same time two
robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left.
The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said ‘So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three
days! Then save yourself! If you are God’s son, come down from the cross!’ The chief priests with the scribes and elders
mocked him in the same way. ‘He saved others,’ they said ‘he cannot save himself. He is the king of Israel; let him come
down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He put his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he wants him. For
he did say, “I am the son of God.”’ Even the robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the same way.
From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in
a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When some of those
who stood there heard this, they said, ‘The man is calling on Elijah,’ and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge which he
dipped in vinegar and putting it on a reed, gave it him to drink. ‘Wait!’ said the rest of them ‘and see if Elijah will come to
save him.’ But Jesus again crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit.
At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs
opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his resurrection, came out of the tombs,
entered the Holy City and appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centurion, together with the others guarding
Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that was taking place, and they were terrified and said, ‘In truth this was a son of
God.’
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ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 29th March 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

212.50

- For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)

2ND COLLECTION: $

665.75
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our buildings and
properties.

WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $3,000.00 from the installation of the air conditioners. If you feel touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.
Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

AN EXTRACT FROM THE MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP MARK COLERIDGE
Dated 23rd March 2020
Following directives from the Federal Government,
* All parishes in the Archdiocese of Brisbane are required to suspend with immediate effect all Masses, including
weekday Masses.
* Funerals—Funerals should be a private event strictly limited in size and in line with Queensland Health guidelines. The 4 square meter rule shall be adhered to and social distancing of 1.5 metres observed throughout. If you
need advice in this matter please contact aomail@bne.catholic.net.au.
* The Sacrament of Reconciliation should not be celebrated until further notice. The Holy See has given permission for the celebration of the Third Rite in exceptional circumstances which are unlikely to apply in this country.
Approval should be sought from me or Bishop Howell for any proposed celebration of the Third Rite.
* Baptism and weddings should be delayed if at all possible. If these celebrations need to proceed, attendance
should again be strictly limited, with the 4 square metre rule and social distancing of 1.5 metres observed in line
with the advice I gave last week.
* First Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Communion should be postponed until the pandemic is over.
All other parish events, both outdoor and indoor, should be cancelled. This would include events such as outdoor
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday.
In days to come, I will provide Archdiocesan directives for the celebration of Holy Week, which will be based upon
the guidelines already produced by the Holy See.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
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Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Tim Horvat: Parish WHS & Safeguarding Officer
Dear People of God
This year’s Palm Sunday, which is today, and the subsequent Holy Week celebrations of Christ’s Paschal mystery will
remain unique in the history of the Church. These solemn feasts are being celebrated in most people’s homes because
Churches are under lockdown because of the novel Corona Virus pandemic. Church communities are advised not to
gather to celebrate as communities. This is really an experience of a lifetime for some people who will not have the opportunity to have their palm branches and leaves blessed at the Church and can’t join in the procession into the Church
which is a re-enactment of the Messianic entry of Jesus into Jerusalem (see the entrance Gospel reading as two Gospel
passages are read on every Palm Sunday).
Since the lockdown of Churches and the cancellation of the daily and weekend Masses, some of us, if not all of us, have been
grappling with the physical, spiritual, psychological, emotional, and socioeconomic effects of the Corona Virus pandemic. The
novel virus, which was later called COVID-19, has really shaken the world and raised questions about the invincibility of
humans as it exposes their vulnerability: What and who are we humans? It raises questions about how and where God can best
be worshipped. We have distanced ourselves socially and Masses have been cancelled, churches and Blessed Sacrament
Chapels are closed until further notice. And we ask in today’s responsorial Psalm: “My God, my God, why have you abandoned
us?”.
In the Gospel passage for the third Sunday of Lent, taken from the Gospel of John chapter 4, we read the story of the
conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. While they were talking the woman inquired concerning
the places of worship: the Temple in Jerusalem: “Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place
where we must worship is in Jerusalem”. And Jesus responded to her by saying:
“believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
….. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in the Spirit
and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in the Spirit and in truth”.
It is in a time like this – a time of social distancing, a time of isolation and lockdown of places of worship, that true
worshippers, namely, those who worship God and follow Jesus Christ in Spirit and in truth, emerge. Sometimes, these
people are lost in the crowd in our Eucharistic celebrations – the Mass. Attending Masses may have become for some
people just a way of fulfilling all righteousness, a mere obligation, a church rule and/or a family tradition. No real
worship of God in Spirit and in Truth. This was the case with the Gospel story of the people in today’s entrance Gospel.
Were they serious – in spirit and in truth – when they were professing that Jesus is the one who comes in the Name of the
Lord, the expected Messiah, the Son of David, when they would soon after shout “crucify him, crucify him”?
This is a time for true worshippers to exhibit unalloyed obedience and frantic humility. St Paul advises us today to have
Christ’s kind of mind - his state was divine, yet he humbled himself to become not only a man but a slave. And he became “humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross”. And God showed how pleased he was with his humble
obedience by exalting him and rewarding him with a name that is above every name, a name that commands respect and
obedience all over the world.
We recall how Jesus humbly followed Mary and Joseph, his parents, home even when he had wanted to remain in the
Temple. Luke reports: “He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them; and his mother kept
all these things in her heart”. So, he went home with them because his parents thought it wise to shield him from
premature death. Maybe, the Chief priest and elders, would have planned and killed him before he had time to
accomplish his mission. He went home with them, and there at home was well trained, prepared and fortified for his
mission and ministry. Under his parent’s instructions, he stayed away from public gatherings, developing his relationship
with his Father in heaven.
Let us therefore like Mary, take all these things to heart, meditating on the word of God and the events of our time. What
does God want us to learn from this COVID-19 experience?
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass Cancelled until further notice
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning

Cancelled
Cancelled
Cancelled

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of next month at
Cancelled

The next Anointing Mass will be

DAVID SEWELL
Principal

7.00 am

First Reading

9.00 am

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

9.00am

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Cancelled
Cancelled

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Responsorial Psalm

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. Cancelled

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am Cancelled

Cancelled
4th Sunday of each month

Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

Cancelled

Cancelled
Cancelled

Is 50:4-7

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech.
Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I
did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. So,
too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.

to be advised

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
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Cancelled

Next Mass at St John’s : to be advised

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Betty Redpath
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Brian Allen, Darren Sandstrom, John Sweeny,
Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher,

Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey,
Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Celebrate the faith with your community, from home:
The Archdiocese of Brisbane is taking a number of actions to help protect the community and curb the
spread of COVID-19. While Masses have been suspended, there are plenty of other ways you can celebrate your faith and connect with the Catholic community.

1. All who see me deride me.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.)

3.

They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me! (R.)

2. Many dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet.
I can count every one of my bones. (R.)

4.

I will tell of your name to my brethren
and praise you where they are assembled.
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.)

Second Reading

Phil 2:6-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but emptied himself to assume the
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names so
that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and
that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel Acclamation

Phil 2:8-9

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
Christ became obedient for us even to death dying on the cross.
Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel

Mt 27:11-54

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, and the governor put to him this question, ‘Are you the king of the
Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is you who say it.’ But when he was accused by the chief priests and the elders he refused to
answer at all. Pilate then said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many charges they have brought against you?’ But to the
governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply to any of the charges.

Watch Mass online. Mass from St. Stephen’s Cathedral 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at
www.archbne.org/bzw.

At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for the people, anyone they chose. Now there was at
that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Which do
you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’ For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they
had handed him over.

The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be extended to all parishioners for free during
this time. Keep faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au.

Now as he was seated in the chair of judgement, his wife sent him a message, ‘Have nothing to do with that man; I have
been upset all day by a dream I had about him.’

Our faith will sustain us through challenging times. Please keep helping your parish community by continuing your weekly offering via direct debit. Call the Archdiocesan Development Fund at 07 3324 3777
to find out how.

The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd to demand the release of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?’ they
said ‘Barabbas’. ‘But in that case,’ Pilate said to them ‘what am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ?’ They all said, ‘Let
him be crucified!’ ‘Why?’ he asked ‘What harm has he done?’ But they shouted all the louder, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then
Pilate saw that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he took some water, washed his hands
in front of the crowd and said, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern.’ And the people, to a man, shouted
back, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ Then he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first
scourged and then handed over to be crucified.
Continued overleaf…….

