Fourth Sunday of Easter – 3rd May 2020
First Reading

Acts 2:14. 36-41

Ps 22:1-6. R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
2. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Pt 2:20-25

3.

You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

4.

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow
me all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Peter

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are punished after doing your duty.
This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way he took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no perjury in his mouth. He was
insulted and did not retaliate with insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the
righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and
live for holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You had gone astray like sheep but now you
have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 10:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The
whole House of Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’
Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You
must repent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and
your children, and for all those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God will call to himself.’ He
spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse
generation.’ They were convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised. That
very day about three thousand were added to their number.

Responsorial Psalm

Fourth Sunday of Easter - Yr A - 3rd May 2020

Jn 10:1-10

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in
some other way is a thief and a brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the
gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out.
When he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know his
voice. They never follow a stranger but run away from him: they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling it to them.
So Jesus spoke to them again:
‘I tell you most solemnly, I am the gate of the sheepfold. All others who have come are thieves and
brigands; but the sheep took no notice of them. I am the gate. Anyone who enters through me will be
safe: he will go freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear Friends in Christ
Today is Vocation Sunday, and also the Good Shepherd Sunday or Bonus Pastor (Latin) Sunday. Apart from
documentaries in the papers, TV or the internet, most people have never seen a sheepfold. So, the image of a shepherd
and the sheep may sound foreign to most of us. However, the Scripture offers us vivid mental pictures of shepherds and
their sheep. It often describes the people of God as the sheep of his flock (Psalm 100; Jer. 50:6ff). The Israelite Patriarchs
and kings were mostly shepherds in the real sense of it since their culture was basically agrarian and nomadic. But still all
Israelite kings, prophets, and priests were metaphorically addressed as shepherds of God’s people.
King David was a biblical example of a real shepherd, and metaphorically, the shepherd of God’s people as king of Israel.
As a very young shepherd, he risked his life to defend his sheep from wild animals. When the giant Goliath stood to
intimidate and humiliate the soldiers of Israel, insulting the God of Israel as well, David took up the challenge. He was
not up to the armed forces enlistment age, but standing before Saul, the king of Israel, he said:
Your servant used to tend his father’s sheep, and whenever a lion or bear came to carry off a sheep from the
flock, I would chase after it, attack it, and snatch the prey from its mouth. If it attacked me, I would seize it
by the throat, strike it, and kill it. Your servant has killed both a lion and a bear. This uncircumcised Philistine will be as one of them, because he has insulted the armies of the living God.
David could defend the holy Name of God and his people because he trusted God to defend him. He expressed his faith
in Psalm 23: The Lord is my Shepherd – today’s responsorial psalm.
Some shepherds could be bad, especially the paid shepherds who worked just for the pay or took advantage of the sheep,
and/or were concerned only for their wellbeing and position. But some could be really good, loving the sheep and their
job selflessly. In Jeremiah 23:1ff, God was not happy with the bad shepherds: the political, religious, and social leaders
who failed in their duties as shepherds of God’s people and custodians of his creation. Jeremiah wrote: “Woe to the
shepherd who destroy and scatter the flock of my pasture”, says God, “against the shepherds who shepherd my people” (v. 1-2). Why? Because they kill, scatter and did not care for God’s flock. Yes, even some prophets and priests were
godless (Jer. 23:11). And since they failed, God promised to raise up, in days to come, a “righteous branch for David”,
who, as king, “shall reign and govern wisely, he shall do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah shall be
saved, Israel shall dwell in security” (v. 5-6).
Jesus is that righteous branch. He is the good shepherd who laid down his life for his sheep (John 10:11). Like his
ancestor David, he does not, even without military arms, run away from a wolf, a lion, a bear or from any Goliath. He
cares for his sheep, rescues them, heals them, feeds them, nourishes them, protecting them from all dangers, and no one
can steal them from his hands (John10: 28). In today’s Gospel reading he says: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full”. And he gives not only earthly life but eternal life
as well (John 10:28). The Eucharistic Jesus is God-our-shepherd described in today’s Responsorial Psalm.
In John 21:15-19, Jesus asked Peter three times to prove that he (Peter) loves him (Jesus) by feeding his lambs, tending
and feeding his sheep. As he said to Peter, so he is saying to us - to do the same. Having been called to be prophets, priests
and kings (queens) in Christ at our baptism, we have been made shepherds of God’s flock – God’s people and his creation. We are all shepherds by the virtue of whatever vocation we are all called to by God. We should be good shepherds
by caring, feeding spiritually and materially, nourishing and rescuing one another from the evil ones and evil diseases like
corona viruses.
This may not be an easy task for Christians all the time. Being a good shepherd may earn us persecution and hatred from
those who gain from taking advantage of the sheep – those who steal, kill and scatter the sheep – whether physically or
spiritually. It involves suffering, and demands laying down of one’s life for the sheep like Christ, Peter, the apostles and
martyrs did. St Peter in today’s second reading tells us: “This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way he took”. We pray that God will raise up good shepherds,
who will be bold under the power of the Holy Spirit to urge people to save themselves from this perverse generation like
St Peter did (1st Reading).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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The next Anointing Mass will be
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out all the keys that have been issued over the past several years.
Would everyone who has a key marked C, P, MK or N please arrange to return it to the office during office hours. Due to social
distancing please call the office number prior to coming to the office. Keys will be reissued once this crisis is passed and we are able
to again access the Church building. The keys should be returned to the office by Friday 8th May. Thank you for your cooperation

7.00 am
9.00 am

A Home Altar

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of next month at
Cancelled

Last weekend we talked about erecting an Ed: An Altar of Witness for the Lord. Verse 34 of the 22 nd Chapter of the Book of Joshua says that
the Reubenites and the Gadites after naming it the altar of Witness, said, “it is a witness between us that the LORD is God.” So, the altar of
Witness is to remind everyone that the Lord is God. In the homes where an Ed is erected, God always remains God for those who live there.
And it is a sacred space that sanctifies the entire home if the people so desire it to be sacred. In the Book of Revelation, Jesus the Amen to all
of God’s promises, the faithful and true witness, says: “Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I
will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me”. So, Jesus desires to come into our hearts as well as our homes.
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Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
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Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration
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Thursday
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Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
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RETURN OF KEYS: During this period while the Church building is closed we would like to take the opportunity of sorting

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass Cancelled until further notice

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
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Next Mass at St John’s : to be advised

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : John Bayles, Cecil Morgan
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Steve French, Maurice Pyke, Karl Schelb

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Adam Smale, Brian Allen, Darren Sandstrom,
John Sweeny, Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Celebrate the faith with your community, from home:
The Archdiocese of Brisbane is taking a number of actions to help protect the community and curb the spread of
COVID-19. While Masses have been suspended, there are plenty of other ways you can celebrate your faith and connect with the Catholic community.
Watch Mass online. Mass from St. Stephen’s Cathedral 8:00am & 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at
www.archbne.org/bzw.
The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be extended to all parishioners for free during this time.
Keep faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au.
Our faith will sustain us through challenging times. Please keep helping your parish community by continuing your
weekly offering via direct debit. Call the Archdiocesan Development Fund at 07 3324 3777 to find out how.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S
We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au and click on the button and join us for Mass.

Imagine, being invited by someone you love remotely, for instance, someone you took as a friend and have been expecting a gesture of love
back. Walking in the house, the person takes you to a well decorated room and says, “I have prepared this room for you – it is yours
anytime”. Or you walked in and found a table decorated with your photo, your mom’s photo and other photos of your loved ones who were
heroes and heroines. And on that table is a glowing candle and a miniature of a trophy you won some time ago – a trophy you won at the
expense of your last breath. Just imagine being treated specially that way. And then, in faith do the same for Christ. whether a room or a
space, what’s important is that Christ feels special in your home. No need to say that no one can outdo him in generosity, kindness and
exaltation.
To set up an altar, one can decorate a room, if possible or a space. The space might be permanent or temporary, which means it is set up each
time one wants to pray, meditate and/or spend time with the Lord. Get a crucifix and to make it a sacramental, have it blessed. The crucifix
is the miniature image of Christ’s trophy – a symbol not only of his victory over sin, sickness, Satan and death, but also of his blessing of
liberation, sanctification and glorification. Get a picture of Jesus and an image and/or a picture of Jesus’ Mom, whom he has given to us as
our Mother also – an image of Blessed Virgin Mary that appeals to you.
Get a candle. Please consider the age of the children in the home and be careful if you are using a wax candle or naked light. There are
battery powered candles that one can buy at a cheaper price or tea light candles in a transparent or translucent glass. You might need a table
cloth, if possible of the different liturgical colours (purple/violet/ jacaranda for Advent and Lent; white/ gold for Christmas/Easter/major
feast days of Joy; Red for Palm Sunday/Good Friday/Pentecost/ feast of martyrs; green for the ordinary times of the year. It is not advisable
to overly decorate a home altar – an Ed. Always make it simple and beautiful adding with flowers if you can. Remember, you are teaching,
not only your children, but others who visit your home, how to give Jesus a special space in their hearts and homes. Other sacramentals and
holy pictures can find other suitable spaces in the house.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 19th April 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

163.75

2ND COLLECTION: $

690.75

- For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)

- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our buildings and
properties.
WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $3,000.00 from the installation of the air conditioners. If you feel
touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.
Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

Aid to the Church in Need
The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our
world.
The coronavirus pandemic is testing all of us, but as people of faith,
we believe in the power of prayer. At this time there is so much to pray
for; those who have the virus, those who are losing their jobs, those
who are scared, those who lead us, those who we love, and those who
have died as a result of the virus.
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is arranging a spiritual bouquet of
Masses imploring graces that each of us will need during this time. For
over 50 years, CAN has passed on the Mass offerings of the Catholic
people to poor priests, who have no other means of material support. In
return these priests offer a Mass for the intentions of the benefactor.
We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the most perfect
prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It is as if each person
brings a single rose, yet when combined, the beauty is shared by all.
Especially when we are deprived the grace to attend Mass and receive
the Eucharist, this bouquet unites the participants in a particular way to
a Mass that is offered for their intentions.
Please visit, www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more details.

