Fifth Sunday of Easter – 10th May 2020
First Reading

Acts 6:1-7

Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19. R. v.22

(R.) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. (R.)
2. For the word of the Lord is faithful
and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
and fills the earth with his love. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Pt 2:4-9

3.

The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Peter

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to
him so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made
acceptable to God, may be living stones making a spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a
precious cornerstone that I have chosen and the man who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That
means that for you who are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the builders has
proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men down. They stumble over it because
they do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for them.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of
God who called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 14:6

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 14:1-12
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the
Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting
of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out
food; you, brothers, must select from among yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit
and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to the
service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a
convert to Judaism. They presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.
The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a
large group of priests made their submission to the faith.

Responsorial Psalm
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. There are many rooms in my
Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told you. I am now going to prepare a place for you,
and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am
you may be too. You know the way to the place where I am going.’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said:
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me. If you know
me, you know my Father too. From this moment you know him and have seen him.’
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you all this time,
Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know me?
‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? Do you
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak as
from myself: it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. You must believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other
reason. ‘I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform the same works as I do myself,
he will perform even greater works, because I am going to the Father.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Tim Horvat: Parish WHS & Safeguarding Officer

Dear People of God
The Gospel pericope of today is often read during funerals. It is consoling to the living and a promise fulfilled for
the dead since Jesus has promised to return to take believers to be with him after he had prepared them a place in
his Father’s house. He says “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still and trust in me …. I am now going to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so
that where I am you may be too. You know the way to the place where I am going”. So, the dead in Christ are
with Christ in his Father’s house. However, this passage is more a message for everyday life and living than an end
of life promise.
To Thomas one of his disciples, who asked to know the way to the place he was going, Jesus said: ‘I am the Way,
the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me”. Jesus is the way to our Father God
who is our terminus ad quem, the final goal of the human life, the destination of every Christian’s journey. In John
8:31-32, Jesus said to the Jews who believed in him, “If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, and
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” We can only know him as the Truth if we are truly his disciples. We can only be truly his disciple and not mere believers if we remain in his words. The Word of Jesus is the
Word of God, for both are one and the same. In today’s Gospel Jesus said, “If you know me, you know my Father
too. ... To have seen me is to have seen the Father ...”
To remain in the Word of Jesus is to seek to know the word of God and then, having known it, decide to follow it
at all cost. Anyone who desires to reach God at his dwelling place will definitely follow (that is to say, know and
obey) the Word of God. In St John’s Gospel, Jesus is presented as the Word of God that took flesh and dwells
among us (Jn 1:1-14). As St Jerome would say, ignorance of the Scripture is ignorance of Christ. People do not
know Jesus Christ, the Way and the Truth of our faith because they do not know the Scriptures and the power of
God therein. Talking to the Jews who, relied only on human reason and could not comprehend the truth of his
teaching on the resurrection of the dead, Jesus said: “You are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor
the power of God” (Matt 22:29). Jesus is the Word, the Wisdom and the Power of God (see 1 Cor. 1:20-25).
Anyone who wants to live life to the full has to follow Jesus, who in last Sunday’s Gospel reading, said: “I have
come so that they may have life and have it to the full” (Jn 10:10). The Scripture says that “the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 6:23). Sin can only kill, if people do not
know this gift of God which is eternal life in Christ and thus, claim this gift for themselves. God, in the book of Hosea, said: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). So, let us gain more knowledge of God’s
way by doing our homework of Scripture reading. Why can’t we make the sacrifice to acquire the knowledge of the
truth that will set us free?
Am I saying that if one knows the Word of God one will automatically stop sinning and so not die a spiritual death?
No, that is not what I am saying. Rather the knowledge of the Scripture will show one the way to stay away from
sin and be closer to Jesus the Corner Stone. It will lead one to know and experience the truth of God’s love, of his
goodness and mercy. And that experience is life itself. That is why the Scriptures were written, as St John aptly explains “so that you may not commit sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous one. He is expiation for our sins, and … those of the whole world” (1 Jn. 2:1-2).
Let us know the way to avoid sin and have our sins forgiven by reading the Bible. St Peter in today’s first reading
says: “It would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food”. This applies especially to
those of us called to be the head of families or group. That is the major way to set ourselves close to Jesus the precious Corner Stone and thus become holy and living stones to offer the spiritual sacrifice of the Holy Eucharist
made acceptable to God through Jesus and in the Holy Spirit (see 2nd Reading).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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The next Anointing Mass will be

DAVID SEWELL
Principal

out all the keys that have been issued over the past several years.
Would everyone who has a key marked C, P, MK or N please arrange to return it to the office during office hours. Due to social
distancing please call the office number prior to coming to the office. Keys will be reissued once this crisis is passed and we are able
to again access the Church building. The keys should be returned to the office by Friday 8th May. Thank you for your cooperation

7.00 am
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of next month at
Cancelled

A PRAYER FOR OUR MOTHERS.
Gracious God,

9.00am

to be advised

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Cancelled
Cancelled

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. Cancelled
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

We thank you for adopting us into your family through the miracle of your grace, and for calling us to be
brothers and sisters to each other. Today, loving God, we pray for our mothers:

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Cancelled
Cancelled
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Cancelled

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

RETURN OF KEYS: During this period while the Church building is closed we would like to take the opportunity of sorting

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass Cancelled until further notice

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am Cancelled

Cancelled
4th Sunday of each month

Cancelled

Next Mass at St John’s : to be advised

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Cecil Morgan
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Steve French, Maurice Pyke, Karl Schelb

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Adam Smale, Brian Allen, John Sweeny,
Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Celebrate the faith with your community, from home:
The Archdiocese of Brisbane is taking a number of actions to help protect the community and curb the spread of
COVID-19. While Masses have been suspended, there are plenty of other ways you can celebrate your faith and connect with the Catholic community.
Watch Mass online. Mass from St. Stephen’s Cathedral 8:00am & 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at
www.archbne.org/bzw.
The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be extended to all parishioners for free during this time.
Keep faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au.
Our faith will sustain us through challenging times. Please keep helping your parish community by continuing your
weekly offering via direct debit. Call the Archdiocesan Development Fund at 07 3324 3777 to find out how.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S
We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au and click on the button and join us for Mass.
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who cared for us when we were helpless
who comforted us when we were hurt
whose love and care we often took for granted.
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Today we pray for:
DA ALL ION DS
TO RISHRIEN
 those who are grieving the loss of their mother,
PA D F
 those who never knew their biological mother, and now yearn for her
AN

 those who have experienced the wonder of an adopted mother’s love
 the families separated by war or conflict.
 Lord, give them special blessings.
Keep us united with you and with each other, so that we can be and become all that we are meant to be
(Copied from https://thoughts-about-god.com/mothers_/sample-mothers-day-prayers)

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 26th April 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

123.75

2ND COLLECTION: $

590.75

- For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)

- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our buildings and
properties.
WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $3,000.00 from the installation of the air conditioners. If you feel
touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.
Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

Aid to the Church in Need
The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our
world.
The coronavirus pandemic is testing all of us, but as people of faith,
we believe in the power of prayer. At this time there is so much to pray
for; those who have the virus, those who are losing their jobs, those
who are scared, those who lead us, those who we love, and those who
have died as a result of the virus.
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is arranging a spiritual bouquet of
Masses imploring graces that each of us will need during this time. For
over 50 years, CAN has passed on the Mass offerings of the Catholic
people to poor priests, who have no other means of material support. In
return these priests offer a Mass for the intentions of the benefactor.
We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the most perfect
prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It is as if each person
brings a single rose, yet when combined, the beauty is shared by all.
Especially when we are deprived the grace to attend Mass and receive
the Eucharist, this bouquet unites the participants in a particular way to
a Mass that is offered for their intentions.
Please visit, www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more details.

