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Dear People of God 
 

In last Sunday’s Gospel reading, Jesus said he came so that people might have life in abundance. Based on that, I  

explained that this abundant life comes from knowing and following Christ, the Word of God, who is the Way, the Truth 

and the Life. I also explained that to know and consequently follow Christ in faith, comes from (a) knowing the Word of 

God through studying the Scriptures and listening to inspired preaching, and (b) obeying the Word of God (see Romans 

10:17; Luke 24:13-35). That is how, as St Peter says in the second reading, we can “reverence the Lord Jesus Christ in 

[our] hearts and always have [our] answers ready for people who ask [us] the reason for the hope that [we] all have”. To 

show how important it is to read and meditate on the Word of God for our freedom and true happiness, God told Joshua 

when he took over from Moses as the leader who would lead God’s people into the Promised Land: 
 

No one can withstand you as long as you live. As I was with Moses, I will be with you: I will not leave you nor 

forsake you. Be strong and steadfast, so that you may give this people possession of the land I swore to their 

ancestors that I would give them. Only be strong and steadfast, being careful to observe the entire law which 

Moses my servant enjoined on you. Do not swerve from it either to the right or to the left, that you may  

succeed wherever you go. Do not let this book of the law depart from your lips. Recite it by day and by 

night, that you may carefully observe all that is written in it; then you will attain your goal; then you will 

succeed. I command you: be strong and steadfast! Do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD, your God, is 

with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:5-9). 
 

As we journey towards our promised land, our heavenly homeland where there will be eternal happiness, it becomes  

obvious that our success here on earth will definitely depend on how conversant we are with God’s Word, how careful 

we are in observing the entire law which Christ the new Moses of our time has perfected. Our happiness depends on that. 

In today’s first reading, Philip the evangelist took the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Samaritans. The Samaritans were 

“united in welcoming the message Philip preached” because his preaching was being accompanied by power that worked 

signs and wonders. Hence, “there was great rejoicing in that town”. 
 

Philip had in himself a message which he preached to the Samaritans. He was filled with the words of Jesus – words that 

are Spirit and life (John 6:63). Persecuted in Jerusalem because of Christ, the Message of God, he ran to Samaria and 

continued sharing the Word, since he understood well what Christ meant when he said: “Whoever is ashamed of me and 

of my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the 

holy angels” (Luke 9:26). Why are people ashamed of Christ and his words? Christians are bound to be ridiculed for 

preaching Christ openly. Why then should some of us Christians shrink from preaching Christ for fear of being ridiculed 

or termed ‘old school’?  
 

In today’s second reading, St Peter tells us two things that can motivate us to stand firm in the face of persecution and not 

deny or be ashamed of Christ. He says: “Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your answer ready 

for people who ask …” But we should “give it with courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so that those who 

slander” us for “living a good life in Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it is the will of 

God that [we] should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong”. Even in the face of persecution, 

those who have established themselves in the Word of God will always find reasons to rejoice in Christ – they will have 

great testimonies of God’s mercy, love, justice and faithfulness to give. 
 

Dear friends, great things happen when God mingles with his people, when the Word takes flesh and dwells among us. 

And so it was, that miracles and signs of God’s saving presence accompanied Philip as he planted the Word among the 

Samarians. In Mark 16:17-18, Jesus promised that signs, miracles and wonders would accompany believers who 

preached his Word. Mark reported that the disciples believed their Lord and Master, went and preached everywhere and 

Jesus confirmed their Word with accompanying signs and wonders (Mk 16:20). Why don’t we make this happen in our 

homes and schools taking our communities as our own Samaria – priests, parents and teachers being really Christ’s  

evangelists, training young ‘small Philips’ for our world? 

                    Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

                   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    
  
    

Sixth Sunday of Easter  -  Yr A - 17th May 2020 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter - 17 May 2020 

First Reading     Acts 8:5-8. 14-17     

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the Christ to them. The people united in welcoming the  
message Philip preached, either because they had heard of the miracles he worked or because they saw 
them for themselves. There were, for example, unclean spirits that came shrieking out of many who were  
possessed, and several paralytics and cripples were cured. As a result there was great rejoicing in that town. 

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John 
to them, and they went down there, and prayed for the Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had 
not come down on any of them: they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. see v.1 

(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth,   3. He turned the sea into dry land, 
O sing to the glory of his name.    they passed through the river dry-shod. 
O render him glorious praise.     Let our joy then be in him; 
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! (R.)  he rules for ever by his might.  (R.) 

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow;   4. Come and hear, all who fear God.  
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’    I will tell what he did for my soul: 
Come and see the works of God,    Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 
tremendous his deeds among men. (R.)   nor withhold his love from me.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading     1 Pt 3:15-18       

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your answer ready for people who ask you the  
reason for the hope that you all have. But give it with courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so 
that those who slander you when you are living a good life in Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations 
that they bring. And if it is the will of God that you should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for  
doing wrong. 

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In 
the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Jn 14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them and we will come to them. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel     Jn 14:15-21      A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.  I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another  
Advocate to be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth whom the world can never receive since it neither  
sees nor knows him; but you know him, because he is with you, he is in you.  I will not leave you  
orphans; I will come back to you.  In a short time the world will no longer see me; but you will see me, 
because I live and you will live.  On that day you will understand that I am in my Father and you in me  
and I in you.  Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps them will be one who loves me; 
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I shall love him and show myself to him.’ 
 
 

 

                              Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owners 
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  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass Cancelled until further notice 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  Cancelled    7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm  Cancelled 

Saturday  Morning    Cancelled    9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Third Saturday of next  month at  Cancelled    9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be               to be advised                  
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil Cancelled       6.00 pm   

Sunday  Cancelled      8.30 am       
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,          Cancelled 

Saturday  at  8.30am.   Cancelled 
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday Cancelled   7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday Cancelled   6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am Cancelled 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ Cancelled 
 

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month Cancelled 
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s :  to be advised 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :  All those who lost their lives at this time of COVID 19 pandemic    
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   Betty Pyke             
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  supported in their loss by this  
Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Adam Smale, Brian Allen, John Sweeny,   

Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,    
Jasmine Fay Parada,  Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,    
Amanda Gordon,   Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

BAPTISM PRAYERS   
  

 We pray for Thomas Anthony Bird who is being 
baptised this weekend.  We pray that he will grow in 
grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God 
all his life's journey. We pray for his Family and 
Godparents.   

 

 

                         

 

 

Celebrate  the faith with your community, from home: 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane is taking a number of actions to help protect the community and curb the spread of 

COVID-19.  While Masses have been suspended, there are plenty of other ways you can celebrate your faith and con-

nect with the Catholic community. 

Watch Mass online.  Mass from St. Stephen’s Cathedral 8:00am & 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at 

www.archbne.org/bzw.   

The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be extended to all parishioners for free during this time.  

Keep faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au. 

Our faith will sustain us through challenging times.  Please keep helping your parish community by continuing your 

weekly offering via direct debit.  Call the Archdiocesan Development Fund at 07 3324 3777 to find out how. 

                                

The Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 
and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 
                                                 (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 
 
 
 
   
 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  10th May  2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $               169.75  -      For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                640.75  -     For Parish expenses such as administration &  maintenance of all our  buildings  & properties.  
 
WE STILL HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEBT OF $3,000.00 from the installation of the air conditioners. If you feel 
touched to help, please do. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   
Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.                           
             Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S 
 

We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the 
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au  and click on the but-
ton and join us for Mass. 

RETURN OF KEYS: During this period while the Church building is closed we would like to take the opportunity of sorting 

out all the keys that have been issued over the past several years. 
 

Would everyone who has a key marked  C, P,  MK or N please arrange to return it to the office during office hours.  Due to social  
distancing please call the office number prior to coming to the office. Keys will be reissued once this crisis is passed and we are able 
to again access the Church building.  The keys should be returned to the office by 19th May. Thank you for your cooperation 

Aid to the Church in Need 
 

The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our 
world. 
 
The coronavirus  pandemic is testing all of us, but as people of faith, 
we believe in the power of prayer. At this time there is so much to pray 
for; those who have the virus, those who are losing their jobs, those 
who are scared, those who lead us, those who we love, and those who 
have died as a result of the virus. 
 
Aid to the Church in Need  (ACN) is arranging a spiritual bouquet of 
Masses imploring graces that each of us will need during this time. For 
over 50 years, CAN has passed on the Mass offerings of the Catholic 
people to poor priests, who have no other means of material support. In 
return these priests offer a Mass for the intentions of the benefactor. 
 
We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the most perfect 
prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It is as if each person 
brings a single rose, yet when combined, the beauty is shared by all. 
Especially when we are deprived the grace to attend Mass and receive 
the Eucharist, this bouquet unites the participants in a particular way to 
a Mass that is offered for their intentions.  
Please visit, www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more details. 

 

 

 

                 

 

 
STEWARDSHIP 6th Sunday of Easter 
 

“For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be 
God’s will, than for doing evil.” (1Peter 3.17) 
 
 

The old line says “if you want to make God laugh, tell 
him your plans.” Many of us are diligent on our  
planning and making sure things are progressing 
smoothly. Then disaster strikes, we don’t get the  
result that was intended or an unforeseen problem 
arises. Many times we may respond negatively and 
ask, “Why me? I did everything right! "Here's the 
thing—adversity humbles us and reminds us of our 
dependence on God and not our own self-reliance. 
Rest assured, God has a better plan in store for you. 
 
 

(Accessed from https://www.archstl.org/about  
stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections) 

  

SMALL BLESSINGS CAMPAIGN 
 
Do you need a small blessing?   
If there is anything we as a parish can do to 
assist you during COVID-19 please get in 
touch. 

 
Share your small blessings: 
 The Archdiocese has recently launched a 
campaign to acknowledge small blessings  
being seen in our community and to  
encourage more. You can share yours at : 
https://bit.ly/2WeCx21 

Celebrating 60 years.  
We wish to congratulate Phil and Maureen Ryan on their recent 60th 
Wedding Anniversary. We thank God for this great blessing and wish 
them many more years of happiness together. 


