The Ascension of the Lord - 24th May 2020

The Ascension of the Lord – Sunday, 24 May 2020
First Reading

Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning
until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was
taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for
forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had
been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with water
but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his
own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were
still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why
are you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into
heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. (R.)
2. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)

Second Reading

Eph 1:17-23

3.

God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that
you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and
how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the
strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit
at his right hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other
name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come. He has put all things under his
feet, and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills the whole creation.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 28:19. 20

Alleluia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 28:16-20
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they
saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the
commandments I gave to you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear People of God
Today, the Church, in some parts of the world, celebrates the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. She recalls the day
Christ ascended into heaven and occupied his glorious throne at the right hand of God. He received from the Father, the
glory he had with him before the foundation of the world (John 17:5). St Paul, in today’s second reading calls us to
imagine how infinitely great was the power God the Father exercised for us believers when he used the same power to
raise Jesus from the dead “and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority,
Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come”. What
does this mean for us? How does that benefit us? St John wrote:
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. ...
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure. (1 John 3:1-3).
Dear friends, we are God’s children. Jesus is our brother. We are members of God’s household. Though not fully
realised, we are already what we are becoming – a glorious people, sharing in the glory of God the Father, and of his Son
Jesus and of the Holy Spirit. While still here on earth we need, for our reassurance, a lively manifestation of this power at
work in us – the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus instructing the apostles he “had chosen through the Holy Spirit” in
today’s first reading, just before his ascension, told them that they “will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
[them], and then [they] will be [his] witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to
the ends of the earth”.
We were all chosen through the Holy Spirit as the Apostles were, but still, after being with Jesus for three years, they were
instructed to go to Jerusalem and wait for the coming of the ‘Promise of the Father’, the Holy Spirit. They were to wait
for what he spoke about when he said: “John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised
with the Holy Spirit”. So, the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost as Jesus promised.
In a week’s time we shall celebrate in a re-enactment, the Pentecost. And hopefully, most Christians who wait for the
Holy Spirit in prayer, fasting and righteousness will experience once again the outpouring and manifestations of the Holy
Spirit. But the question is: Do Catholics need this Pentecostal experience - the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Do we need to
have a clear manifestation of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as described in the Book of the Prophet Joel? (see Joel
3:1-2 NABRE or 2:28-29 NIV).
The one answer that answers both questions is ‘no and yes’. ‘No’ in that we, Catholics, have been chosen through the
Holy Spirit to be children of God at our baptism and have received the fullness of the Holy Spirit at our Confirmation (for
those who have been confirmed). ‘Yes’ because most Catholics are yet to have the knowledge of the Pentecostal
experience with its manifold gifts of grace – utterance wisdom, word of knowledge, understanding, courage (or Christlike
boldness), healing, performance of miracles, holiness, speaking (or praying) in tongues, deliverance power, discernment
of spirits, prophecy, etc (12:4-11; Isaiah 11:2-3). We need the Pentecostal experience to witness all this and then be
witnesses to the world of the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection. What do we do then?
We have to read, study and apply the word of God in our daily lives. We should believe what we read, teach what we
believe, and practise what we teach. To do these effectively we need God’s grace, God’s divine help. We can always
receive God’s assistance if we pray earnestly for it, if we pray to have the full knowledge of Jesus Christ, the Word of
God. It is only when we have received this empowering knowledge that we can go and make disciples of Jesus as he
commanded us to do in today’s Gospel reading. Let us, therefore, join St Paul to pray for one another as we say:
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is
revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the
power that he has exercised for us believers.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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The next Anointing Mass will be
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Principal

Dear Parishioners

7.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of next month at
Cancelled

9.00 am

With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions we will be having a limited Mass schedule from now until the 12th June. However, in line
with the Government’s social distancing guidelines, we are allowed a maximum of 10 people in attendance at each Mass (including
the Priest and any ministers).

9.00am

We recognise that many of you have been deeply concerned by not being able to attend Mass and would like to return as soon as
possible.

to be advised

The Mass times will be: Tuesday 2nd June at 7.00am, Friday 5th June at 7.00am, Tuesday 9th June, and Friday 12th June.

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Cancelled
Cancelled

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. Cancelled
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

All parishioners who would like to attend one Mass are asked to email or call the parish office to nominate the date they would like to
attend. Given the restrictions on numbers, some Masses may have been filled up by the time you call and so you could be moved to
another Mass. Everyone will be advised the date and time that they have been allocated and those who missed out will also be
advised. Once your name has been entered for attendance it will not be re-added until all registered parishioners have had the
opportunity to attend a Mass.

6.00 pm
8.30 am
Cancelled

Cancelled
Cancelled

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass Cancelled until further notice

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am Cancelled

Cancelled
4th Sunday of each month

Please call the parish office on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday between 10.00am and 11.30am or email by Thursday 28 th May
or send a text message to 0451 140 471. Names will be strictly monitored and only those on the list for each Mass will be able to
attend.
We appreciate your support in implementing a fair and equitable approach and please do not be disappointed if your name is not
allocated to attend Mass during this time. More Mass times will be advised following after the 12 th June.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
7th Sunday of Easter (The Ascension of the Lord) “I am praying for them…” (John 17:9)

Cancelled

Next Mass at St John’s : to be advised

Prayer is the foundation of our Faith and the foundation of Stewardship. Pray in good times and in bad. Prayer is always
the first best option in any situation, not just the last resort. Pray for friends and family and for those that don’t treat you
very well. Pray to give praise, to thank, and to ask God for help. Pray to see what God wants you to do with the gifts He
has given you. (Accessed from https://www.archstl.org/about stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections)

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 17th May 2020

We pray for the recently deceased : Lolesio Takai
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Betty Pyke

1ST COLLECTION: $

173.75 -

For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)

2ND COLLECTION: $

640.75 -

For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Peter Doring, Brian Allen, John Sweeny,
Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Celebrate the faith with your community, from home:
The Archdiocese of Brisbane is taking a number of actions to help protect the community and curb the spread of
COVID-19. While Masses have been suspended, there are plenty of other ways you can celebrate your faith and
connect with the Catholic community.
Watch Mass online. Mass from St. Stephen’s Cathedral 8:00am & 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at
www.archbne.org/bzw.
The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be extended to all parishioners for free during this time.
Keep faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au.
Our faith will sustain us through challenging times. Please keep helping your parish community by continuing your
weekly offering via direct debit. Call the Archdiocesan Development Fund at 07 3324 3777 to find out how.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S
We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au and click on the button and join us for Mass.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who not on planned giving already to consider switching over to planned
giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners the
planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers,
and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

Aid to the Church in Need
The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our
world.
The coronavirus pandemic is testing all of us, but as people of faith,
we believe in the power of prayer. At this time there is so much to pray
for; those who have the virus, those who are losing their jobs, those
who are scared, those who lead us, those who we love, and those who
have died as a result of the virus.
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is arranging a spiritual bouquet of
Masses imploring graces that each of us will need during this time. For
over 50 years, CAN has passed on the Mass offerings of the Catholic
people to poor priests, who have no other means of material support. In
return these priests offer a Mass for the intentions of the benefactor.
We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the most perfect
prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It is as if each person
brings a single rose, yet when combined, the beauty is shared by all.
Especially when we are deprived the grace to attend Mass and receive
the Eucharist, this bouquet unites the participants in a particular way to
a Mass that is offered for their intentions.
Please visit, www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more details.

