The Most Holy Trinity – 7th June 2020
First Reading

Ex 34:4-6. 8-9
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With the two tablets of stone in his hands, Moses went up the mountain of Sinai in the early morning as the Lord had
commanded him. And the Lord descended in the form of a cloud, and Moses stood with him there.
He called on the name of the Lord. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, ‘Lord, Lord, a God of
tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness and faithfulness.’ And Moses bowed down to the ground at
once and worshipped. ‘If I have indeed won your favour, Lord,’ he said, ‘let my Lord come with us, I beg. True, they are a
headstrong people, but forgive us our faults and our sins, and adopt us as your heritage.’

Responsorial Psalm

Dn 3:52-56. R. v.52

(R.) Glory and praise for ever!
1. You are blest, Lord God of our fathers.
Blest your glorious holy name.

2.

(R.)

(R.)

3.

You are blest who gaze into the depths. (R.)
You are blest in the firmament of heaven. (R.)

You are blest in the temple of your glory. (R.)
You are blest on the throne of your kingdom. (R.)

Second Reading

2 Cor 13:11-13

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers, we wish you happiness; try to grow perfect; help one another. Be united; live in peace, and the God of love and
peace will be with you.
Greet one another with the holy kiss. All the saints send you greetings. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Gospel Acclamation

See Apoc 1:8

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: to God who is, who was, and who is to come.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 3:16-18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said to Nicodemus,
‘God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may
have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world, but so that through him the world might
be saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

Pope Francis: Sacred Scripture is a Story of stories.

How many events, peoples and individuals it sets before us! It shows us from the very beginning a God who is both creator and narrator. Indeed, God speaks his word and things
come into existence (cf. Gen 1). As narrator, God calls things into life, culminating in the creation of man and woman as his free
dialogue partners, who make history alongside him. In one of the Psalms, the creature tells the creator: “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made … My frame
was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth” (139:13-15).
The Bible is thus the great love story between God and humanity. At its centre stands Jesus, whose own story brings to
fulfilment both God’s love for us and our love for God. Henceforth, in every generation, men and women are called to recount and
commit to memory the most significant episodes of this Story of stories, those that best communicate its meaning.
The history of Christ is not a legacy from the past; it is our story, and always timely. It shows us that God was so deeply
concerned for mankind, for our flesh and our history, to the point that he became man, flesh and history. It also tells us that no
human stories are insignificant or paltry. Since God became story, every human story is, in a certain sense, a divine story. In the
history of every person, the Father sees again the story of his Son who came down to earth. Every human story has an
irrepressible dignity. Consequently, humanity deserves stories that are worthy of it, worthy of that dizzying and fascinating
height to which Jesus elevated it.
“You” – Saint Paul wrote – “are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor 3:3). The Holy Spirit, the love of God, writes within us. And as he
writes within us, he establishes goodness in us and constantly reminds us of it. Indeed, to “re-mind” means to bring to mind, to
“write” on the heart. By the power of the Holy Spirit, every story, even the most forgotten one, even the one that seems to be
written with the most crooked lines, can become inspired, can be reborn as a masterpiece, and become an appendix to the
Gospel.
(An Excerpt from Pope Francis. MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 54th WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY. http://
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20200124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html)
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Dear Friends in Christ
Today is the solemn feast of the Most Holy Trinity. The dogma of the three Persons in one God, which is the substance
of our Christian faith, teaches that each of the Persons is fully God. Yet, they are not three Gods, but one God. And it is
not the same God manifesting himself in three different persons. Jesus is God. While he was on earth he often spoke of
God as his Father and the Holy Spirit as his witness and another advocate for us with the Father (John 14:16-17). This
dogma is a mystery. We cannot fully comprehend it. All we can do is accept it in faith on the veracity of God’s Word
reaching us through Sacred Scripture and Tradition. We have to believe it because God has revealed it: God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit is the one and only God. He and no other; and that He is three persons: The Father
in heaven, His Son Jesus, and the great Paraclete, the Holy Spirit.
That has been the faith of the Church, our creed down through the centuries. St Paul in today’s second reading shows his
faith in the Trinity by his use of the Trinitarian benediction (blessing): “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all”. With St Paul, Catholics repeat this blessing in almost every
Mass. Popular among the Trinitarian formulas of benedictions or doxologies are the ‘Sign of the Cross’ and the Priest’s
final blessing at every Mass. In these prayers we invoke the Holy Name of the Trinity on ourselves and so call down the
blessings of the almighty God upon ourselves. A blessing in the Name of the Lord is real. Though when we make the sign
of the Cross or when a priest raises his hand and makes the sign of the Cross, blessing the people or objects in the Name
of the Lord, we may not see the blessings immediately because they are spiritual. They materialise by the exercise of faith,
hope and love in Christ.
There are two major reasons why we have to believe in the inherent blessings of the ‘Sign of the Cross’, whenever it is
done by us on ourselves or by the priest who blesses with his hand, or by parents on the foreheads of their children at
baptism, before going to bed or before leaving the house for school. One is that it is what God wants and so, in the Book
of Numbers he commanded Moses to tell Aaron and his sons (the priests) saying: “This is how you shall bless the
Israelites. Say to them: 24 The LORD bless you and keep you! …. So, shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and
I will bless them” (Num. 6:23-27, NABRE). In Christ Jesus, all the baptised are priests, though some of us have been
chosen for the ministry as Catholic priests. Our duty is to invoke the Name of the Trinity upon God’s people and he will
bless them. Some people might be missing this blessing at the end of the Mass if they leave immediately after
communion.
Another reason is that the Cross is a sign of redemption and blessing, because on it hung Jesus Christ who took all our
curses to the cross. And as St Paul says: Christ ransomed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us… that
the blessing of Abraham might be extended to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise of
the Spirit through faith.” (Gal. 3:13-14). On the cross of Jesus Christ we trade in our sins and their consequent curse for
the manifold blessing of salvation and grace. So, whenever we sign ourselves with the Sign of the Cross, we not only
invoke the Holy Name of the Trinity but also declare our faith in that holy exchange of curses and blessings as we enter
Abrahamic blessing through Christ.
The Name of the Lord is also our refuge and strength. As it is written in the book of Proverbs: “The name of the LORD is
a strong tower; the just run to it and are safe” (Proverb 18:10). In moments of fear, anxiety, uncertainty, etc, we find
Catholics quickly signing themselves with the Sign of the Cross – be it in the car, in the sports field, in the home; in the
dark or in daylight – it is always their spontaneous expression of faith and trust in God’s love. Through Jesus, the only
begotten Son of God, God has shown how immeasurable his love for us is. He did not send his Son to condemn the
world but to save his people, so that anyone who believes in Christ may have eternal life and “whoever refuses to believe
is condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son” (see today’s Gospel reading).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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The next Anointing Mass will be

DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Dear Parishioners
With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions we will be having a limited Mass schedule from now until the 12th June. However, in line
with the Government’s social distancing guidelines, we are allowed a maximum of 20 people in attendance at each Mass (including
the Priest and any ministers).

7.00 am
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of next month at
Cancelled

We recognise that many of you have been deeply concerned by not being able to attend Mass and would like to return as soon as
possible.

9.00am

The Mass times will be: Tuesday 9th June, and Friday 12th June.

to be advised

All parishioners who would like to attend one Mass are asked to email or call the parish office to nominate the date they would like to
attend. Given the restrictions on numbers, some Masses may have been filled up by the time you call and so you could be moved to
another Mass. Everyone will be advised the date and time that they have been allocated and those who missed out will also be
advised. Once your name has been entered for attendance it will not be re-added until all registered parishioners have had the
opportunity to attend a Mass.
Please call the parish office on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday between 10.00am and 11.30am or email by Thursday 28 th May
or send a text message to 0451 140 471. Names will be strictly monitored and only those on the list for each Mass will be able to
attend.

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Cancelled
Cancelled

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. Cancelled
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Cancelled

Cancelled
Cancelled

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass Cancelled until further notice

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am Cancelled

Cancelled
4th Sunday of each month

Cancelled

Next Mass at St John’s : to be advised

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Lolesio Takai
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Filo Teofilo and Emily Evans

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this
Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Colin Evans, Peter Doring, Brian Allen,
John Sweeny, Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Celebrate the faith with your community, from home:
The Archdiocese of Brisbane is taking a number of actions to help protect the community and curb the spread of
COVID-19. While Masses have been suspended, there are plenty of other ways you can celebrate your faith and
connect with the Catholic community.
Watch Mass online. Mass from St. Stephen’s Cathedral 8:00am & 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at
www.archbne.org/bzw.
The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be extended to all parishioners for free during this time.
Keep faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au.
Our faith will sustain us through challenging times. Please keep helping your parish community by continuing your
weekly offering via direct debit. Call the Archdiocesan Development Fund at 07 3324 3777 to find out how.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S
We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au and click on the button and join us for Mass.

We appreciate your support in implementing a fair and equitable approach and please do not be disappointed if your name is not
allocated to attend Mass during this time. More Mass times will be advised following after the 12 th June.
Please contact the above numbers to book in for Mass on this day. Also for Tuesday 16th June, Friday 19th June, Tuesday 23rd June
and Friday 26th June.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
HAVE YOU EVER TRIED ANSWERING THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
1.
Who is God
2.
Who is Jesus Christ.
3.
Who is the Holy Spirit
Feel free to write down on this space your answers and if possible send us your answers via Parish email.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 31st May 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

435.75 -

2ND COLLECTION: $

1092.75-

For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who not on planned giving already to consider switching over to planned
giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners the
planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers,
and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion

PROJECT COMPASSION—CARITAS

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Due to the Interruption of the Covid-19 close down the donations for this years Project Compassion have not been
received. If you have a money box or envelopes at home
would you please return then to the office as soon as possible so that the funds can be forwarded to Caritas. Thanking
you.

(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our
world.

Aid to the Church in Need
We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the most perfect prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It is as if
each person brings a single rose, yet when combined, the beauty
is shared by all. Especially when we are deprived the grace to
attend Mass and receive the Eucharist, this bouquet unites the
participants in a particular way to a Mass that is offered for their
intentions. Please visit, www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus

for more details.

