12th Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 21 June 2020
First Reading

Jer 20:10-13

Ps 68:8-10. 14. 17. 33-35. R. v.14

(R.) Lord, in your great love, answer me.
1. It is for you that I suffer taunts,
that shame covers my face,
that I have become a stranger to my brothers,
an alien to my own mother's sons.
I burn with zeal for your house
and taunts against you fall on me. (R.)
2. This is my prayer to you,
my prayer for your favour.
In your great love, answer me, O God,
with your help that never fails:
Lord, answer, for your love is kind;
in your compassion, turn towards me. (R.)

Second Reading

Rom 5:12-15

3.

The poor when they see it will be glad
and God-seeking hearts will revive;
for the Lord listens to the needy
and does not spurn his servants in their chains.
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise,
the sea and all its living creatures. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole
human race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was
no law and so no one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to
Moses, even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law.
Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that
through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man,
Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 15:26. 27

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says the Lord,
and you also will be my witnesses.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 10:26-33
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A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

Jeremiah said:
‘I hear so many disparaging me, “Terror from every side! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All those who used to be my friends watched for my downfall, “Perhaps he will be seduced into error.
Then we will master him and take our revenge!” But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; my
opponents will stumble, mastered, confounded by their failure; everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will
be theirs. But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice, who scrutinise the loins and heart,
let me see the vengeance you will take on them, for I have committed my cause to you. Sing to the
Lord, praise the Lord, for he has delivered the soul of the needy from the hands of evil men.’

Responsorial Psalm
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be afraid. For everything that is now covered will be
uncovered, and everything now hidden will be made clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight;
what you hear in whispers, proclaim from the house-tops.
‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body
and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without your
Father knowing. Why, every hair on your head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are
worth more than hundreds of sparrows.
‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare myself for him in the presence of
my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in the presence of men, I will disown in the presence of my
Father in heaven.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Friends in Christ
This Sunday’s readings point to one undeniable fact of life namely, the existence of evil in the world. The readings
are clear that we are bound to be confronted with and are set to confront evil especially in the form of sin and death.
In today’s second reading, St Paul explains the origin of sin as from Adam, and of death as its consequence. We
know that every sin has a repercussion not only for the doer, but also for the entire humanity. The saying holds true,
that ‘the strength of a chain lies in its weakest link. And we are connected to one another as in a chain. If one link of
our human chain is weak or cracked, our strength, our exaltation, glory and beauty will be measured by his or her
weakness, humiliation and ugliness. Is it right then to feel less concerned or unconcerned about the evils of our
society? No.
The Israelites, on their way to the Promised Land, suffered an expected and shameful defeat - the only battle Joshua
lost during his leadership - because of the sin of one man. And as they were praying to know why God allowed that
to happen, God said: “that which is banned is in your midst, Israel. You cannot stand up to your enemies until you
remove it from among you” (Joshua 7: 10-13).
Our strength lies in righteousness for the Scripture says that, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a people’s
disgrace” (Proverb 14:34). This is especially true for the Church and for all those who fight for the cause of right –
those on the side of Jesus who, as St John wrote, came to destroy the works of Satan. Yes, he destroyed sin, saves us
from its power and left us an example to follow (1 John 3:8; Romans 8:2; and 1 Peter 2:21). Saving us from sin,
Christ also saved us from death which is the end result of sin. The Scripture says that Jesus shares in our human
nature “so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those
who, all their lives, were held in slavery by the fear of death” (Hebrews 2:14-15).
The fear of death, whether remote or proximate, can hold Christians captive and make them cower when confronted
by Satan, his spiritual and human agents, or his agencies. Sometimes this habit of cowering appears in the guise of
maintaining peace and obeying the law so that no one will be accused of breaking the Law. But St Paul in today’s
second reading was clear in saying that sin (evil) still exists even when no one was accused of the “sin of
law-breaking”. Sin, for St Paul, is much more than breaking the law and righteousness is more that keeping the law.
Righteousness is when someone believes and accepts Jesus Christ as his or her personal Lord and Saviour and
commits to following him in spirit and in truth. And that, according to St Paul is the free gift of divine grace.
Having freed us from Satan’s power and from his works which are sin and death, Jesus now commissions us to go
and bear the fruit of saving souls and destroying sin and death. He says “You did not choose me but I chose you.
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, ….” (John 15:16). And in John 20:21, Jesus says: “As
the Father has sent me, so I send you”. So, there is no sitting on the fence. Evil thrives when the righteous keep
silent. In the Book of Proverbs 24: 11-13 it is written: “If you hold back from rescuing those taken away to death,
those who go staggering to the slaughter; if you say, ‘Look, we did not know this’— does not he who weighs the
heart perceive it? …. And will he not repay all according to their deeds?”. And as St James said: “you should know
that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude
of sins” (James 5:19-20).
The task of evangelisation and soul saving is really challenging for in it we deal with things or situations not only
physical and human, “but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12). However, in today’s Gospel reading, Jesus instructs us
thus: “Do not be afraid. ….. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim
from the house-tops. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can
destroy both body and soul in hell”. If we fail to stand for him, he will fail to stand for us before his Father. So, let’s
Stand For Jesus and Save Souls.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Dear Parishioners
With the further easing of COVID-19 restrictions we are now able to have more people (within reason) attend Mass. We will be
resuming our usual schedule with a few exceptions as outlined on the previous page. However, the Government’s social distancing
guidelines will still apply.

7.00 am
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be

All parishioners who would like to attend Mass are asked to email or call the parish office to nominate the date they would like to
attend. Given the restrictions on numbers, some Masses may have been filled up by the time you call and so you could be moved to
another Mass. Everyone will be advised the date and time that they have been allocated and those who missed out will also be
advised. Once your name has been entered for attendance it will not be re-added until all registered parishioners have had the
opportunity to attend a Mass. Only those named on the sheet for that day will be able to attend.

9.00am

to be advised

Sunday Mass

[[

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

We appreciate your support in implementing a fair and equitable approach and please do not be disappointed if your name is not
allocated to attend Mass during this time.

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Thursday
Thursday

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Cancelled

{{{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES AND
COMPARE HOW THEY RELATE TO THE READINGS OF
THIS SUNDAY. CAN THEY BE INTERPRETED
OTHERWISE? NOTE WHERE THE BOOKS ARE IN THE
BIBLE: OLD OR NEW TESTAMENT.

Inside the Church
7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

Joshua 7: 10-13

9.30 am

Proverb 14:34; Proverbs 24: 11-13

1 John 3:8; Romans 8:2; and 1 Peter 2:21.
Hebrews 2:14-15, John 15:16, John 20:21
James 5:19-20, Ephesians 6:12

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

Feel free to write down your reflection where you will be able to
consult them easily and if possible send us your answers via
Parish email. My reflection may help in answering the questions.

28th June 2020

Gloria Guinea,

The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for
our world. We are arranging this bouquet because the

Mass is the most perfect prayer and prayer is multiplied
when united. It is as if each person brings a single rose, yet
when combined, the beauty is shared by all. Especially when
we are deprived the grace to attend Mass and receive the
Eucharist, this bouquet unites the participants in a particular
way to a Mass that is offered for their intentions. Please

visit, www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more
details.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 14th June 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Douglas Makim
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Aid to the Church in Need

1ST COLLECTION: $
Filo Teofilo, ,

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Michelle Kurz, Peter Doring, Brian Allen,
John Sweeny, Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Celebrate the faith with your community, from home:
The Archdiocese of Brisbane is taking a number of actions to help protect the community and curb the spread of
COVID-19. While Masses have been suspended, there are plenty of other ways you can celebrate your faith and
connect with the Catholic community.
Watch Mass online. Mass from St. Stephen’s Cathedral 8:00am & 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at
www.archbne.org/bzw.
The online edition of The Catholic Leader newspaper will be extended to all parishioners for free during this time.
Keep faith with the Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au.
Our faith will sustain us through challenging times. Please keep helping your parish community by continuing your
weekly offering via direct debit. Call the Archdiocesan Development Fund at 07 3324 3777 to find out how.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S
We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au and click on the button and join us for Mass.

2ND COLLECTION: $

178.75 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1206.60 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion

PROJECT COMPASSION—CARITAS

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Due to the Interruption of the Covid-19 close down the donations for this years Project Compassion have not been
received. If you have a money box or envelopes at home
would you please return then to the office as soon as possible so that the funds can be forwarded to Caritas. Thanking
you.

(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will
acknowledge before my heavenly Father.” (Matthew 10:32)
Would others know that you are Catholic by the way you act and
speak? Do you share your Catholic faith with others? Do you defend your Catholic faith when the situation arises or do you remain silent? Do you pray in public before meals? Pray for the
strength and courage to be a joyful witness of our Catholic faith
when the opportunity presents itself. Let us become the radiant
light and bold witness that we are called to be!
Accessed from

June 21, 2020 - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time“

https://www.archstl.org/about stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-biblereflections)

