th

13 Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 28 June 2020
First Reading

2 Kgs 4:8-11. 14-16

Ps 88:2-3. 16-19. R. v.2

(R.) Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. (R.)
2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,
who find their joy every day in your name,
who make your justice the source of their bliss. (R.)
3. For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their strength;
it is by your favour that our might is exalted:
for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord;
our king in the keeping of the Holy One of Israel. (R.)

Second Reading

Rom 6:3-4. 8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in his death; in other words, when we were baptised
we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the
Father’s glory, we too might live a new life.
But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return to life with him: Christ, as we know, having been
raised from the dead will never die again. Death has no power over him any more. When he died, he died,
once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in that way, you too must consider yourselves to be
dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation

1 Pt 2:9

Alleluia, alleluia!
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people.
Praise God who called you out of darkness and into his marvellous light.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 10:37-42

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

A reading from the second book of the Kings

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a woman of rank who lived there pressed him to stay and eat
there. After this he always broke his journey for a meal when he passed that way. She said to her husband,
‘Look, I am sure the man who is constantly passing our way must be a holy man of God. Let us build him a
small room on the roof, and put him a bed in it, and a table and chair and lamp; whenever he comes to us he
can rest there.’
One day when he came, he retired to the upper room and lay down. ‘What can be done for her?’ he asked.
Gehazi (his servant) answered, ‘Well, she has no son and her husband is old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The
servant called her and she stood at the door. ‘This time next year,’ Elisha said ‘you will hold a son in your
arms.’

Responsorial Psalm

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 28 June 2020

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is not worthy of me.
Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who does not take his cross and
follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his life for
my sake will find it.
‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those who welcome me welcome the one who sent me.
‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he is a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who
welcomes a holy man because he is a holy man will have a holy man’s reward.
‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a disciple, then I tell
you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear People of God
Today’s Gospel reading has Jesus instructing his apostles (the Twelve) as follows: “Anyone who prefers father or mother
to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who does not take
his cross and follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his life
for my sake will find it”. By extension, one can say that Jess is referring to anybody or anything less important than family bonds and friendships too. For if we should not prefer mother or father to Jesus, then what else could come before
Jesus in the scale of preference. Certainly, maintaining family ties is very important and is enjoined by God himself in the
Scriptures. Is Jesus trying to say then, that such family love, peace, and accord are no longer important once one becomes
a Christian?
No, that is not what he meant, since in another passage of scripture, he criticised the Jews who upheld such teachings,
saying to them:
God says, ‘Honour your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother
must be put to death.’ But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you.
For I have vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’ In this way, you say they don’t need to
honour their parents. And so you cancel the word of God for the sake of your own tradition.
(Matthew 15:4-6 NLV).
So, Jesus is not teaching against love, peace and respect for our family bonds and friendships. But the fact remains that
some people have had to face situations where they have to choose between pleasing, listening to, and obeying their
family member(s) or God; between living at peace with their family and friend(s) or with Jesus; between honouring their
family member’s invitation to a party or Jesus’ invitation to a Mass, for instance. So, at such moments, whoever prefers
any family member to Jesus is not worthy of him.
St Paul tells us that the love of Christ should impels us, “once we have come to the conviction that one died for all;
therefore, all have died. He indeed died for all, so that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who
for their sake died and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:14-15). Jesus only wants us to live our lives, not for anyone’s sake nor for the
sake of our individual survival but only for him. The love of Jesus should be the paradigm of our actions and relations
with others, and nothing/nobody should be allowed to separate us from the love of Jesus (Romans 8:35, 37-39). As the
Psalmist says of God’s love: “For your love is better than life; my lips shall ever praise you!” (Psalm 63:3-5 NRSVCE).
That means it is better to die loving Jesus (our God) than to live and not love him because of our love for father, mother,
brother, sister, etc.
To live life in preference for Jesus can be challenging. Some people have been rejected, maltreated badly, abandoned,
and/or ostracised by family members and close friends because of their love for and faith in Jesus. If this has not
happened to you, thank God. But know it does happen. Sometimes, following Jesus feels like carrying a cross, a heavy
burden. However, Jesus in today’s Gospel reading, encourages his followers to stand by him and for him in the face of
trials and opposition. He encourages us to carry our crosses and follow in his footsteps, not preferring the comforts of
family and of the present life to him and eternal life. St Paul tells us that whatever we suffer here on earth for Jesus’ sake
cannot compare with the glory that will be ours in the future (Rom. 8:18).
And so, anything that will make us not to live for Jesus should not be entertained. Why? Because Jesus loved us so much
as to die for us, and thus, took upon himself the death that should have ended our life and through baptism gave us even
now, a share in his everlasting life. The life we are living now should by rights be new life in Christ (see second reading).
We are called also to love the Jesus’ life in others: in father, mother, brother, sister, and so on, thereby loving them for
Jesus’ sake. But we should not dance to their tune if they want us live otherwise.
Therefore, we should welcome others who have the spirit of Christ in them and we have to love them and support them
as much as we can. There is great reward in doing so. The woman of Shunem and her husband really got handsome
rewards for easing the hunger and thirst (sufferings) of Elisha the prophet of God. For God’s sake he was famished as he
was going about the Lord’s business, and the woman offered support. Let us not only carry our crosses but help others
carry their crosses as well, especially those suffering for God’s sake.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be

9.00am

to be advised

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am and 10.30 am

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS
Dear Parishioners
With the further easing of COVID-19 restrictions we are now able to have more people (within reason) attend Mass. We will be
resuming our usual schedule with a few exceptions as outlined on the previous page. However, the Government’s social distancing
guidelines will still apply.

All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or email
the office to have their name included in the list for that particular day. If you wish to attend daily and/or
weekend (Sunday) Mass your name can be listed for the entire month of July if you let us know and then
you do not have to contact us until the end of July to re-register for the following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the assumption that they do not need to register but it is a
requirement of the Archdiocese that we must comply with.
Everyone will be advised the date and time when they register and once the number has been reached those who missed out will be
advised to choose another day. Only those named on the sheet for that day will be able to attend.
We appreciate your support in implementing a fair and equitable approach and please do not be disappointed if your name is not
allocated to attend Mass during this time. Please note I have added an extra Mass from Sunday 5th July at 10.30am. Please all
those who would like attend the 10.30 Mass should ring the Office Mon and Tuesday 9.00am to 12.00pm
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Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Inside the Church

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Cancelled

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

HOW WOULD YOU INTERPRET THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE FROM THE GOSPEL
“Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is not worthy of
me. Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy
of me. Anyone who does not take his cross and follow in my
footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will
lose it; anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it”.

Feel free to write down your reflection where you
will be able to consult them easily and send us

your answers via the parish email. My reflection may help in answering the questions.

26th July 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Douglas Makim
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Gloria Guinea,

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Michelle Kurz, Peter Doring, Brian Allen,
John Sweeny, Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

St Brigid’s Sacramental Program 2020
This is an invitation to enrol your child(ren) for the 2020 Sacramental Program. It is for children who have
been baptised, are in Yr 3 or have turned 8 yrs old but have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Also children who are in Yr 4 or have turned 9 yrs of age and not received their First Eucharist. A very Important Meeting for parents/guardians will take place Friday, 3rd July at 6:30pm or Saturday, 4th July at
10:30am. There will not be a catch-up meeting if one of these meetings is not attended, you will have to wait
to join the new group next year. The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Friday, 30th October
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Eucharist on Saturday 21 November at 6:00pm and Sunday 22 November at 8:30am. All events at St Brigid’s
Catholic Church, Nerang.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S
We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au and click on the button and join us for Mass.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 21st June 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

484.35 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1092.75 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

PROJECT COMPASSION—CARITAS
Due to the Interruption of the Covid-19 close down the donations for this years Project Compassion have not been
received. If you have a money box or envelopes at home
would you please return then to the office as soon as possible so that the funds can be forwarded to Caritas. Thanking
you.
“…whoever does not take up his cross and follow
after me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:38) Pope

Benedict XVI said, “The world offers you comfort. But
you were not made for comfort, you were made for
greatness.” “Comfort” puts me first. “Picking up your
cross and following Jesus” puts God and others
first. Why settle for comfort when you can achieve
greatness! Pick up your cross, ask Jesus for guidance
on using your gifts and live the life God intended for
you! www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-biblereflections

