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14 Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 5 July 2020
First Reading

Zec 9:9-10
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A reading from the prophet Zechariah

The Lord says this:
‘Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion! Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem! See now, your
king comes to you; he is victorious, he is triumphant, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal
of a donkey. He will banish chariots from Ephraim and horses from Jerusalem; the bow of war will be
banished. He will proclaim peace for the nations. His empire shall stretch from sea to sea, from the
River to the ends of the earth.’

Responsorial Psalm

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 5th July 2020

Ps 144:1-2. 8-11. 13-14. R. v.1
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(R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.

Dearest brothers and Sisters of Christ

1. I will give you glory, O God my King,
I will bless your name for ever.
I will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever. (R.)
2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

In today’s first reading, Prophet Zechariah prophesied saying: “The Lord says this: ‘Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of
Zion! Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem! See now, your king comes to you; he is victorious, he is triumphant,
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” There is no doubt that this prophesy given in about 520
years before Christ refers to Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords (see 1 Tim. 6:15, Rev. 17:14; 19:6). Today’s
reading stopped at verse 10, but verse 11 of that chapter reads: “As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant
with you, I will set your captives free from the waterless pit.” Matthew in his gospel narrative tells us how this
prophecy was fulfilled when Jesus, riding on a donkey, entered Jerusalem as Zions’ King, the Messiah, to go and seal the
new and everlasting covenant with His blood, and thus, setting us, the prisoners in hope free from sin and death.

Second Reading

Rom 8:9.11-13

3.

4.

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God. (R.)
The Lord is faithful in all his words
and loving in all his deeds.
The Lord supports all who fall
and raises all who are bowed down. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you.
In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him, and if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own
mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.
So then, my brothers, there is no necessity for us to obey our unspiritual selves or to live unspiritual lives. If
you do live in that way, you are doomed to die; but if by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the body
you will live.

Gospel Acclamation

See Mt 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 11:25-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the
learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased
you to do. Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
Father, just as no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.
‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my
yoke is easy and my burden light.’

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

There is great reason to rejoice heart and soul for our King, the victorious and triumphant king comes to us with this
caring and gracious invitation: “Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest.
Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my
yoke is easy and my burden light.” Our life’s journey here on earth is fraught with overwhelming situations and
conditions that are sometimes unbearable. The vicissitudes of life can be burdensome and make living an earthly life
labourious. It pays nothing to keep bearing those troubles and problems, thinking we can do it by ourselves, relying on
our human cleverness and learning. We are invited to come to our King and burden bearer (of Psalm 55:22) in childlike
simplicity, love and trust.
In the gospel, Jesus prayed: “I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned
and the clever and revealing them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do.” The truth and
reality of Jesus’ invitation can only be perceived and received by people with childlike docility: ‘mere children’ of the
Father. Like children’s trust and love of their parents, so should our response be to God’s revelation of himself. One of
the differences between faith and reason is that one believes and then seeks to understand (faith), whereas the other seeks
to understand before believing (reason). But ‘mere children’ will believe while seeking understanding, as St Augustine
would say: fides quaerens intellectum – ‘faith seeking understanding.’
This, as an act of the will, calls for an assent of mind and heart to the UNSEEN reality which is beyond and above the
seen, the earthly, the material, the physical. It calls for faith. The acceptance of Divine Revelation should not be based on
reason alone, for no human reasoning or argument, unaided by faith, can prove the veracity of Truth himself, Jesus, who
is the divine Spirit. St Paul says that “the natural person does not accept what pertains to the Spirit of God, for to him it is
foolishness, and he cannot understand it, because it is judged spiritually” (1 Cor. 1:14). And so, he tells us in today’s
second reading: “Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home
in you”.
The reasoning process involves the analysis of knowledge into thesis and antithesis in order to arrive at a synthesis. But
human beings have discovered that any synthesis arrived at ends up requiring another analysis and so goes on an endless
process of analysis and synthesis that is wearisome. We can only rest when we assent in faith to the knowledge that
comes through Divine Revelation since it came from the one who is Truth Himself (John 14:6), the one who came to
bear witness to the Truth (John 18:37-38). He invites us to come to him and He will give us rest. Let us rejoice heart and
soul, and welcome His gracious invitation. Thus, he will fulfil the longing of our heart for spiritual serenity.
To respond positively to Jesus’ invitation, is a sign that we are his sheep. He says: because you are not My sheep, you
refuse to believe. My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:26). It becomes imperative
that we have to possess the Spirit of Christ or in other words allow the Spirit of Christ to possess us. Buttressing this
point, St Paul says: “In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him, and if the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own
mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.”
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be

9.00am

to be advised

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am and 10.30 am

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS
Dear Parishioners
With the further easing of COVID-19 restrictions we are now able to have more people (within reason) attend Mass. We will be
resuming our usual schedule with a few exceptions as outlined on the previous page. However, the Government’s social distancing
guidelines will still apply.

All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or email
the office to have their name included in the list for that particular day. If you wish to attend daily and/or
weekend (Sunday) Mass your name can be listed for the entire month of July if you let us know and then
you do not have to contact us until the end of July to re-register for the following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the assumption that they do not need to register but it is a
requirement of the Archdiocese that we must comply with.
Everyone will be advised the date and time when they register and once the number has been reached those who missed out will be
advised to choose another day. Only those named on the sheet for that day will be able to attend.
We appreciate your support in implementing a fair and equitable approach and please do not be disappointed if your name is not
allocated to attend Mass during this time. Please note I have added an extra Mass from Sunday 5th July at 10.30am. Please all
those who would like attend the 10.30 Mass should ring the Office Mon and Tuesday 9.00am to 12.00pm
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Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Inside the Church

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Cancelled

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

July 5, 2020 - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” (Matthew 11:30)

When we think of being good stewards, we may think that God is asking too much of us when He calls us to
generously share our time, talent, and treasure. However, we must remember that we are not “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. All He is asking is that we give back a small portion, in gratitude, of what He has already given to us.
www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections

26th July 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Douglas Makim
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Gloria Guinea,

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Michelle Kurz, Peter Doring, Brian Allen,
John Sweeny, Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

St Brigid’s Sacramental Program 2020
This is an invitation to enrol your child(ren) for the 2020 Sacramental Program. It is for children who have
been baptised, are in Yr 3 or have turned 8 yrs old but have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Also children who are in Yr 4 or have turned 9 yrs of age and not received their First Eucharist. A very Important Meeting for parents/guardians will take place Friday, 3rd July at 6:30pm or Saturday, 4th July at
10:30am. There will not be a catch-up meeting if one of these meetings is not attended, you will have to wait
to join the new group next year. The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Friday, 30th October
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Eucharist on Saturday 21 November at 6:00pm and Sunday 22 November at 8:30am. All events at St Brigid’s
Catholic Church, Nerang.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S
We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au and click on the button and join us for Mass.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 28th June 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

885.75 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)

2ND COLLECTION: $

977.75 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

PROJECT COMPASSION—CARITAS
Due to the Interruption of the Covid-19 close down the donations for this years Project Compassion have not been
received. If you have a money box or envelopes at home
would you please return then to the office as soon as possible so that the funds can be forwarded to Caritas. Thanking
you.

Aid to the Church in Need
The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our
world. We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the

most perfect prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It
is as if each person brings a single rose, yet when combined, the
beauty is shared by all. Especially when we are deprived the
grace to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist, this bouquet
unites the participants in a particular way to a Mass that is offered for their intentions. Please visit,

www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more
details.

