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  15
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time A – 12
th

  July 2020 

First Reading    Is 55:10-11    A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without watering the 
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that 
goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent 
to do.’ 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 64:10-14. R. Lk 8:8 

(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

1. You care for the earth, give it water,  3. You crown the year with your goodness. 
you fill it with riches.      Abundance flows in your steps, 
Your river in heaven brims over    in the pastures of the wilderness it flows.  (R.) 
to provide its grain. (R.) 

2. And thus you provide for the earth;  4.  The hills are girded with joy, 
you drench its furrows,     the meadows covered with flocks, 
you level it, soften it with showers,   the valleys are decked with wheat. 
you bless its growth. (R.)     They shout for joy, yes, they sing.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading    Rom 8:18-23    A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. 
The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of creation that it 
was made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like 
us, from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning 
till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but 
all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mt 13:1-23    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat 
there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, be-
cause there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, 
they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and 
produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied ‘the mys-
teries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away. The reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or under-
standing. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, see and see again, but not perceive.  For the heart of  
this nation has grown coarse, their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, for fear they  
should see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their heart, and be converted and be  
healed by me. 

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and 
holy men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without under-
standing, the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on 
the edge of the path. The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at 
once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account of 
the word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, but 
the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who re-
ceived the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest 
and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’                                              

              Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owners 

 

                     15
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 12th July 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ 
 

There is power in the Word of God. Jesus says the words he speaks to us “are spirit and life” (John 6:63). The word 
of God is not a dead thing. As the Letter to the Hebrews says: “Indeed, the word of God is living and active, …. it 
is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12). The Word of God is the Saviour. He is like an 
Ombudsman, a handy technician, a GP-4-life (General Practitioner for life), a master of all trades, who was sent by 
God to care for our world, our homes and hearts.  
 

Using the images of the rain and snow which fall from heaven and water the earth, God, in the first reading from 
the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, explains how effective and efficient the word from His mouth is. Here, we have to 
observe that the rain and snow water the earth, then the water makes the seeds and plants grow to “provide seed for 
the sower and bread for the eating”. So, the rain and the snow come for the sower to have seed for another planting 
and food for his or her family. And God says that is how his word works. It does not return to him “without  
carrying out” His “will and succeeding in what it was sent to do”. 
 
Following literally the imagery of the first reading it would appear as if the word of God must of necessity achieve 
what it expresses. Yes, it really does. Of itself, the word of God is unchangeable and always effective but the effect 
for us humans can be altered by the human agents through whom it comes or on whose ears and hearts it descends. 
With the Parable of the Sower of Seeds, Jesus using the allegory of the sower who sowed seed, to show how the 
seeds produced, or failed to, produce their crop for more seeds and food, for wealth, health and life. As the sower 

sowed, some seeds (which as Jesus explained is the word of God or the word of the kingdom), fell on the hearts of 
those who listened. Though, the word fell on them all, each received it in his or her own state of mind and cognitive 
disposition. 
 
The word does not produce crops in the hearts of those who do not pay attention to it. Hence, Jesus concluded the 
parable by saying: “listen, anyone who has ears”. There are examples of those who do not care to understand the 
word of God from the Bible, the Church, the prophets, religious teachers and preachers of the word. They wave it 
aside. They forget what God says at each point in time of their lives (because the devil picks the word from their 
hearts) and so they feel no obligation to align their life according to God’s will for them. There are those distracted 
by the pursuit of wealth, health and/or knowledge which choke the word to death, who when it comes to choosing 
between these and the word, would out of fear and /or worries, give up or give away the word for wealth, health or 
learning. There are those whose hearts have been hardened – those who think that the Bible is a human invention, 
that the preacher is teaching only morals and values, that God cannot be involved in human lives and cannot speak 
through human beings. And so, even when it is clear that the word is powerful and makes sense, they do not take it 
seriously. In such people as these, their hearts are like rocks and the word of God cannot take deep root.  But there 
those who welcome the word of God with joy, pay attention to it, take it to heart and allow it to rule their daily 
lives. Such people bear fruit, each according to his or her capacity. 
 
The word of God has been deposited in the Scriptures and Sacred Tradition. It comes to us through the 
(Magisterium the teaching authority of the Church) and is passed on to us through the prophets, teachers,  
evangelists, preachers, parents, etc, who expound and break open the word to us. We have to accept them because 
Jesus told us to do so. Sending the seventy-two disciples to go and preach in his name, Jesus says to them: “Anyone 
who accepts your message is also accepting me. And anyone who rejects you is rejecting me. And anyone who  
rejects me is rejecting God, who sent me” (Luke 10:16, see also Matthew 10:40). We have to accept the word of 
God for what it is. St Paul writing to the Thessalonians says: We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that 
when you received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it 
really is, God’s word, which is also at work in you believers” (1 Thess. 2:13). If we believe it will work in us. 
                  Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm   

Saturday  Morning         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Third Saturday of the  month at       9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be               to be advised                  
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am  and  10.30 am   
   
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,          Inside the Church 

Saturday  at  8.30am.    
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday Cancelled   7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday     6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ By appointment only 
 

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
          

Next Mass at St John’s     26th July  2020 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :  Douglas Makim 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:      
             
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Michelle Kurz, Peter Doring, Brian Allen,  

John Sweeny,  Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,  
Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,    
Jasmine Fay Parada,  Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,    
Amanda Gordon,   Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 

 

 

                                

The Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 
and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 
                                                 (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 
 
 
 
   
 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  5th July  2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                 492.50   For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                 934.25    For Parish expenses such as administration &  maintenance of all our  buildings  & properties.  
 
We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to 
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners 
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.  Be assured of our pray-
ers, and of your divine rewards.                           
             Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MASS AT ST BRIGID’S 
 

We will be live-streaming our Sunday Masses at 8.30am every Sunday via our website for the period of the 
COVID 19 Lockdown. Please visit our website: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au  and click on the but-
ton and join us for Mass. 

 

 

 

                 

 

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS 
 

Dear Parishioners 
 

With the further easing of COVID-19 restrictions we are now able to have more people (within reason)  attend Mass. We will be  
resuming our usual schedule with a few exceptions as outlined on the previous page.  However, the Government’s social distancing 
guidelines will still apply. 
 

All parishioners  who wish to attend  any or all  of the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or email 
the office to have their name included in the list for that particular day. If you wish to attend daily and/or 
weekend (Sunday)  Mass your name can be listed for the entire month of July  if you let us know and then 
you do not have to contact us until the end of July to re-register for the following month. 
Unfortunately many people are under the assumption that they do not need to register but it is a   
requirement of the Archdiocese that we must comply with. 
 
 

Everyone will be advised the date and time when they register and once the number has been reached  those who missed out will  be  
advised to choose another day. Only those named on the sheet for that day will be able to attend. 
[[ 
[[ 

 We appreciate your support in implementing a fair and equitable approach and please do not be disappointed  if your name is not  

allocated to attend Mass during this time.  Please note I have added an extra Mass on  Sunday at 10.30am. Please 
all those who would like attend the 10.30 Mass should ring the Office Mon and Tuesday 9.00am to 
12.00pm           
                                Fr Isidore Enyinnaya  

 

PROJECT COMPASSION—CARITAS 
 

Due to the Interruption of the Covid-19 close down  the do-
nations for this years Project Compassion have not been 
received. If you have a money box or envelopes at home 
would you please return then to the office  as soon as possi-
ble so that the funds can be forwarded to Caritas. Thanking 
you. 

Aid to the Church in Need 
 

The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our 
world.  We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the 
most perfect prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It 
is as if each person brings a single rose, yet when combined, the 
beauty is shared by all. Especially when we are deprived the 
grace to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist, this bouquet 
unites the participants in a particular way to a Mass that is of-
fered for their intentions.  Please visit, 
www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more  
details. 

       

July 12, 2020 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time       “The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word but 
then the cares of the world and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit.” (Matthew 13:22) 

Does the lure of riches and material goods choke God out of your life? Are you so caught up in earthly  
activities that you have no time for God? Gratitude and generosity are virtues that we should strive to do on a 
daily basis.  Every decision we make either takes us one step closer to God or one step further away. What we 
receive at Mass every Sunday should be shared with others all the other days of the week as well.     
www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections 

 

St Brigid’s Sacramental Preparation 2020 
 

This is an invitation to enrol your child/children for the 2020 Sacramental Preparation. It is for 
 children who have been baptised, are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years old but have not 
 received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Also children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of 
age and not received their First Eucharist. A very Important Meeting for parents/guardians will take 
place Friday 17th July at 6.30pm or Saturday 18th July at 10.30am. There may not be a catch-up 
meeting if one of these meetings is not attended, you may have to wait to join the new group next 
year. The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Friday 30th October at 6.00pm and the  
Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist on Saturday 21st  November at 6.00pm and Sunday 22nd Novem-
ber at 8.30am. All events at St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang 


