16th Sunday in Ordinary Time A – 19th July 2020
First Reading

Wis 12:13.16-19

Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5

(R.) Lord, you are good and forgiving.
1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of love to all who call.
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.)
2. All the nations shall come to adore you
and glorify your name, O Lord:
for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
you who alone are God. (R.)

Second Reading

Rom 8:26-27

3.

But you, God of mercy and compassion,
Slow to anger, O Lord,
abounding in love and truth,
turn and take pity on me. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit
himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words, and God who knows everything in our
hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to
the mind of God.

Gospel Acclamation

See Mt 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 13:24-43
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A reading from the book of Wisdom

There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything, to whom you might have to prove that you never
judged unjustly. Your justice has its source in strength, your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned and you expose the insolence of those who
know it; but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, you govern us with great lenience, for you
have only to will, and your power is there. By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people how the
virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, and you have given your sons the good hope that after sin you
will grant repentance.

Responsorial Psalm
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed
in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When
the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir,
was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has
done this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because
when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest
time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my
barn.”’
He put another parable before them, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed
in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its branches.’
He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’
In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except in parables. This
was to fulfill the prophecy: I will speak to you in parables and expound things hidden since the foundation of the
world.
Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable about
the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world;
the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them,
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up
and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of
his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Listen, anyone who has ears!’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Tim Horvat: Parish WHS & Safeguarding Officer

Dearly beloved in Christ
Today’s Gospel presents three parables of the Kingdom of heaven. Generally, the kingdom of heaven is the geopolitical space where God reigns supremely. Some see this kingdom as only celestial, extra-terrestrial, other-worldly
kind of place, futuristic for those still living on earth, and only present and real to those who have died. Thus, it is
seen as an eschatological kingdom: a kingdom yet to come, where nothing evil (no sin, sufferings, misfortune, etc.)
will be found. But in today’s gospel, Jesus talks of the Realistic (i.e., tangible, pragmatic, present) Kingdom of heaven which has come already, a theocratic government, a three-tier kind of government: federal, State, Local Council,
symbolized in the three parables in today’s Gospel. All one and the same kingdom of heaven – a mystery.
The first parable is that of the wheat and weed (darnel). Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a field representing the entire universe, the whole world. The world and all it contains is under the sovereignty of God (see also
Psalm 24:1). The first Reading of today says: “There is no god, other than You, who cares for everything, to whom
You might have to prove that You never judged unjustly. Your justice has its source in strength, Your sovereignty
over all makes You lenient to all.” One may ask, if God is ruling over the world, with all His power and authority
to make things right, why are there so many evils in the world today? What is God doing about it and what should
be our attitude towards evil doers?
In this parable, Jesus likened God to a man who sowed good seed in His farm but an enemy, the devil, came and
sowed evil seeds in the same field. The Angels wanted his permission to go and uproot the evil weeds, but God told
them to wait until harvest time when the fruit the plants bear will justify whether they will be burnt or preserved in
the barn. God is almighty. He could show His strength when His sovereign power is challenged (see First Reading).
He could have permitted the destruction of the evil sprouts immediately. But He is mild in judgement, governing us
with great leniency. He does not destroy the evil doers but at the end, holds everyone accountable for the fruit they
bear, and rewards them accordingly at harvest time. First reading says: “By acting thus, You (God) have taught a
lesson to your people how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, and you have given your sons the
good hope that after sin you will grant repentance.”
The second parable is about the geo-spiritual space, which is the Church. For it, like a mustard seed was planted in
the field – the geophysical world shown as field in the first parable. Linking this to the earlier parable of the Sower
of seed read last Sunday, from the same Matthew 13, one can interpret the birds in this parable as the evil ones who
hide under the shelter, (cover) of the Church – those who build their nests in the Church and do evil in the world.
God, in His leniency, also allows the birds (the evil ones) to make their nests on the branches of the mustard tree
(the Church).
The third parable is about the geo-psychical space of God’s kingdom which is the human heart or the human nature. In Luke 17:20-21, Jesus told the Pharisees and all who were listening to Him, “the kingdom of God is within
you.” Again one may see the yeast mentioned in this parable as symbolizing sin, that sin which the woman Eve
took and mixed with humanity until human nature is leavened all through. Jesus warned His disciples of the leaven
or yeast of the Pharisees, the Sadducees and Herod, pointing to the symbolism of yeast or leaven as immorality,
unbelief, hypocrisy, etc. (see Matthew 16:6-12, Mark 8:15, Luke 12:1). In the same vein, St Paul in Gal. 5:9 and 1
Cor 5:8-13, likened sin to yeast or leaven. However, our sovereign Lord is lenient to us, for he knows of the stuff we
were made, and does not hold our sins against us, or repays us as our sins deserve. (see Psalm 103:1 -19).
In all these, one could see that all evil: sin, suffering, misfortunes, etc., were not in the original plan of God for His
terrestrial kingdom. It is the work of the devil, who works to weaken us. Though weakened by sin and evil, St Paul
tells us today, (see second reading) that: “The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness….” So, let us not be alarmed
at evil in the world, in the Church or in each of us, but turn to God the Holy Spirit, Our Divine Helper, for grace to
act and pray all the more that all may be saved.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Dear Parishioners
With the further easing of COVID-19 restrictions we are now able to have more people (within reason) attend Mass. We will be
resuming our usual schedule with a few exceptions as outlined on the previous page. However, the Government’s social distancing
guidelines will still apply.

7.00 am
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be

All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or email
the office to have their name included in the list for that particular day. If you wish to attend daily and/or
weekend (Sunday) Mass your name can be listed for the entire month of July if you let us know and then
you do not have to contact us until the end of July to re-register for the following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the assumption that they do not need to register but it is a
requirement of the Archdiocese that we must comply with.

9.00am

to be advised

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am and no 10.30 am
on Sunday 26th July

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Inside the Church

Cancelled

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

Everyone will be advised the date and time when they register and once the number has been reached those who missed out will be
advised to choose another day. Only those named on the sheet for that day will be able to attend.
We appreciate your support in implementing a fair and equitable approach and please do not be disappointed if your name is not
allocated to attend Mass during this time. Please note I have added an extra Mass on Sunday at 10.30am. Please
[[
[[

all those who would like to attend the 10.30 Mass should ring the Office Mon and Tuesday 9.00am to
12.00pm
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Mass

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month
26th July 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Douglas Makim
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Michelle Kurz, Peter Doring, Brian Allen,
John Sweeny, Kruze Patfield, Pat Ashton, Elle Rosier, Tony Bertram, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield,
Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Nona Maguire, Linda Harri.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

St Brigid’s Sacramental Preparation 2020
This is an invitation to enrol your child/children for the 2020 Sacramental Preparation. It is for
children who have been baptised, are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years old but have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Also children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of
age and not received their First Eucharist. A very Important Meeting for parents/guardians will take
place Friday 17th July at 6.30pm or Saturday 18th July at 10.30am. There may not be a catch-up
meeting if one of these meetings is not attended, you may have to wait to join the new group next
year. The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Friday 30th October at 6.00pm and the
Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist on Saturday 21st November at 6.00pm and Sunday 22nd November at 8.30am. All events at St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang
New Planned Giving Envelopes will be available for collection in the Church from next weekend as well as receipts for the last year.
If you are not currently in the Planned Giving Program, please see Fr Isidore or telephone the
office.

July 19, 2020 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good
seed in his field…He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the good seed the children of the kingdom.” (Matthew 13:24, 37-38)

As children of God, we are all “good seeds.” We are blessed by God with the potential to accomplish much good in
the world. We fulfil God’s plan when we spend time in prayer every day, use our skills to help others, and share our
financial gifts to help build God’s kingdom on earth. Through our example of gratitude and generosity we sow “good
seeds” on earth and ultimately help each other get to Heaven!
www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weeklybible-reflections

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 12th July 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $

809.65 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)

2ND COLLECTION: $

699.75 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers, and of your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

The Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
(St. Alphonsus Liguori)

PROJECT COMPASSION—CARITAS
Due to the Interruption of the Covid-19 close down the donations for this years Project Compassion have not been
received. If you have a money box or envelopes at home
would you please return then to the office as soon as possible so that the funds can be forwarded to Caritas. Thanking
you.

Aid to the Church in Need
The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our
world. We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is the

most perfect prayer and prayer is multiplied when united. It
is as if each person brings a single rose, yet when combined, the
beauty is shared by all. Especially when we are deprived the
grace to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist, this bouquet
unites the participants in a particular way to a Mass that is offered for their intentions. Please visit,

www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more
details.

