
Dear Brothers and Sisters 
 

In today’s Gospel reading, St Matthew reported a very significant event in the life of Jesus Christ. This event, according 

to the synoptic gospels, happened at Caesarea Philippi. Jesus came to the region with his disciples. There he asked them 

two questions. First of all, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” And his disciples answered, “Some say he is John 

the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets”. Then he asked the second question, “But you, … 

who do you say I am?”. By asking these questions, Jesus showed how his disciples’ understanding of him matters to him. 

These are sobering questions that prompt our brain to define who Jesus is to us personally and who he is to others.  

Nowadays, who do people say Jesus is? What are people’s opinions of him and of His body - the Church? What are  

people’s descriptions of Him today? Do people’s actions show how much they know about Jesus?  
 

However, it seems that Jesus was not so much concerned about what we have heard people say about him. So, he is ask-

ing his disciples, (you and me): “But you, who do you say I am?” Among the twelve apostles, Simon spoke up, “You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God”. Jesus replied,  
 

Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father 

in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the  

underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on 

earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.  
 

The Keys Jesus received from the Father who sent him as the good shepherd, he in turn hands over to Peter (the first 

Pope). Interpreting that prophecy further, Jesus became that reliable peg driven into a firm place. To his Father and to 

everyone, he is worthy of trust. And He does not disappoint. And so, as the head of His body, he built his Church upon 

Simon the Rock (Peter), and made his church firm with the promise that the gates of hell, the forces of evil, can never 

hold out against her.  
 

Some scholars see in today’s Gospel passage evidence of the fulfilment of the first reading’s prophecy. This prophesy was 

fulfilled, not only in Eliakim son of Hilkiah, but in Jesus Christ as well, and in Peter and his papal successor who has the 

Keys of the kingdom to bind and lose. Jesus, in the book of Revelation, declares himself as the one who now “holds the 

key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open” (Rev. 3:7). In today’s Gospel  

reading, Jesus gave Simon a new Name ‘Peter’ and handed over to him the keys of His Kingdom, and made him the first 

Pope (Papa, father) to the inhabitants of the new Jerusalem - the Church.  
 

As Christians, the level of our intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ determines our level of participation in His Person, 

power, authority, mission and glory, here on earth. In Acts of the Apostles, some Jewish exorcists, who, after hearing St 

Paul’s preaching about Jesus, and after seeing the power he wielded by performing miracles, healing the sick and casting 

out demons in the name of Jesus Christ, decided to exorcise people in the Name of Jesus also. Among them were seven 

sons of Sceva, who went home to a demon-possessed person to cast the demon out. The Bible says: “the evil spirit  

answered and said, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?’ Then the man in whom the evil spirit was 

leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 

wounded”.  
 

Sometimes, when we Christians try to profess and live out our Christian faith, life’s troubles leap on us, overpower us 

and prevail against us, simply because we lack an intimate personal knowledge of Jesus, the Word of God. God says: 

“My people perish for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6). If we make effort to understand who Jesus is, to know Him  

personally, being ready and interested to answer promptly His question ‘who do you say I am?’, then God will reveal to 

us individually and as a Parish/school community, who Jesus is. As the scripture says: ‘no one can say “Jesus is Lord”  

except by the Holy Spirit.’ (1 Cor. 12:3). But not only that, as we try to discover and uncover him to the world, he in turn 

will disclose to us who we really are – our God-given names and purposes, our struggles and victories in life, our mission 

and place in God’s plan of salvation. May God grant us to know Him. Remain blessed. 

                   Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya 
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 23 August 2020 
 

First Reading    Is 22:19-23    A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of the palace: I dismiss you from your  
office, I remove you from your post, and the same day I call on my servant Eliakim son of 
Hilkiah.  I invest him with your robe, gird him with your sash, entrust him with your  
authority; and he shall be  a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the House of Judah.  
I place the key of the House of David on his shoulder; should he open, no one shall close, should 
he close, no one shall open.  I drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will become a throne of 
glory for his father's house.  

 
Responsorial Psalm    Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8 

(R.) Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly 

you have heard the words of my mouth.  and the haughty he knows from afar. 
Before the angels I will bless you.    Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.)  discard not the work of your hands.  (R.) 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love  
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 

 

Second Reading    Rom 11:33-36    A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and knowledge – and how impossible to 
penetrate his motives or understand his methods! Who could ever know the mind of the Lord? 
Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give him anything or lend him anything? All 
that exists comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him be glory for ever! Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    Mt 16:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my Church; 
the gates of hell will not hold out against it. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel    Mt 16:13-20    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, 
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then  
Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this 
to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build 
my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; 
whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples 
strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. 
 
 
                       Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owners 
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm   

Saturday  Morning         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Third Saturday of the  month at       9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be               to be advised                  
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am  and   10.30am   
                                                         
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,           

Saturday  at  8.30am.    
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday     6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ By appointment only 
 

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
    

Next Mass at St John’s     27th September 2020 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 
5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 
2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:    Michael Ware, Leesa Halverson  
and Danny Lyon 
             
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Noela Hopkins, Michelle Kurz, Peter Doring,  
John Sweeny,  Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,   
(Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,     Patricia Smith,   Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,   
Joan Gordon,   Amanda Gordon,   Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller,  Nona Maguire,  
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  16th August  2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                  807.85  For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                 1156.00   For Parish expenses such as administration &  maintenance of all our  buildings  & properties.  
 
We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to 
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners 
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.  Be assured of our  
prayers, and of your divine rewards.                            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

 

                 

COVID-19 EASING OF RESTRICTIONS 
 

Dear Parishioners 
 

With the further easing of COVID-19 restrictions we are now able to have more people (within reason)  attend Mass. We will be  
resuming our usual schedule with a few exceptions as outlined on the previous page.  However, the Government’s social distancing 
guidelines will still apply. 
 

All parishioners  who wish to attend  any or all  of the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or email 
the office to have their name included in the list for that particular day. If you wish to attend daily and/or 
weekend (Sunday)  Mass your name can be listed for the entire month of August  if you let us know and 
then you do not have to contact us until the end of August  to re-register for the following month. 
Unfortunately many people are under the assumption that they do not need to register but it is a   
requirement of the Archdiocese that we must comply with. 
 
[[ 

Please note I have added an extra Mass on  Sunday at 10.30am. Please all those who would like to attend 
the 10.30 Mass should ring the Office Mon and Tuesday 9.00am to 12.00pm  
 

With the new cases reported in Queensland we ask for your prayers.        

SHALOM WORLD TV  
Please Watch Inspiring and faith filled Christian televi-
sion programs. 
 

Shalom World's main website: https://shalomworld.org  
Shalom Media: https://shalommedia.org  
Shalom Media Store: https://shalommediastore.org  
 

TO DOWNLOAD THE APP https://shalomworld.org/
watchon/apps  
TO SUPPORT US https://payments.shalommedia.org/
tvdo...  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/shalomworld/  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/shalomworldtv  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/shalomworldtv/  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/shal...  
Subscribe: https://www.youtube.com/c/shalomworld 

INSTALLATION OF CAMERAS IN THE CHURCH 
 

With the COVID 19 restrictions and lockdown still in place, we would like to continue our live streaming to reach out 
to members of our community who may not be in the Church with us and also to make available to those who  
participated at the Mass an opportunity to watch the Mass  and listen to the homily again if they so wish. 
 

Installing cameras for professional video recording and uploading to the internet will also benefit the Church and  
families who would like to live stream the funeral of loved ones to relatives and friends who may be unable to attend. 
The same applies to weddings, graduation ceremonies, celebration of the sacraments like baptisms, first Holy Eucharist, 
Confirmation, and Anointing of the sick. Grand-parents and sick relatives and friends would not miss out completely.  
There are other uses and benefits as well which could accrue from the Church having fixed cameras in place.  
 

If anyone feels touched to support this project, please do not hesitate to talk to me about how you could help. 
We would  to thank the  generous parishioners who have donated $3,500.00 towards this project. 
              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

Religious Education in State Schools 
 

We are calling for anyone who is interested in  
teaching religion in State Schools especially Gilston 
State School on  Friday mornings from 10.00-11.00am 
to contact the Coordinator for Religious Education  
Helene McCowan on 55394374 to undertake the 
 necessary training. 

SACRAMERNTAL PREPARATION SCHEDULE 
 

Meeting dates for Confirmation are: 
 
17th October 10.10 am 
24th October 3pm to 5.00pm Retreat 
25th October 9.30am to 10.30am continuation  of Retreat 
30th October 6.00pm Confirmation night 
 
Meetings for First Eucharist are: 
30th August 9.30am after Mass 
12th September 10.10am after Mass 
10th October 10.10am after Mass 
11th October 9.30am after Mass 
31st October  10.10am after Mass 
1st  November  9:30am after Mass—brief meeting only 
7th November 10.10am after Mass 
14th November 10.10am Retreat 
15th November 9.30am to 10.30am continuation of Retreat 
21st November 6.00pm First Eucharist 
22nd November 8.30am First Eucharist 

August 23, 2020 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  “Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be  re-
paid?”   (Romans 11:35) 

St. Paul reminds us of a central fact of stewardship. We cannot give the Lord anything - God already owns it all.  God 
made everything. All we can do is return a portion of God’s many gifts back to Him. Sincere gratitude for our gifts opens 
our hearts to joyful generosity! Through your generous sharing, you just may be the answer to someone’s prayer.  
www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections 

 

National Emergency Appeal for Lebanon 
In response to the horrific explosion in Beirut, Aid to the Church in Need Australia 
is running a national emergency appeal to support the people of Lebanon. To help 
the appeal visit www.aidtochurch.org/lebanon or call 1800 101 201 Mon-Fri 8am-
5pm AEST. 
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