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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 18 October 2020
First Reading

Is 45:1.4-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom he has taken by his right hand to subdue nations before
Him and strip the loins of kings, to force gateways before him that their gates be closed no more:
It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, of Israel my chosen one, that I have called you by your name,
conferring a title though you do not know me. I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God besides me.
Though you do not know me, I arm you that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that,
apart from me, all is nothing.

Responsorial Psalm
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Ps 95:1. 3-5. 7-10. R. v.7

(R.) Give the Lord glory and honour.
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Dear Beloved of Christ

1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
Tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.)

3.

Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power,
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Bring an offering and enter his courts. (R.)

2. The Lord is great and worthy of praise,
to be feared above all gods;
the gods of the heathens are naught.
It was the Lord who made the heavens. (R.)

4.

Worship the Lord in his temple.
O earth, tremble before him.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Thes 1:1-5

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in Thessalonika which is in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for you all, and constantly remember before God our Father
how you have shown your faith in action, worked for love and persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ.
We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have been chosen, because when we brought the Good News
to you, it came to you not only as words, but as power and as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction.

Gospel Acclamation

Phil 2:15. 16

Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright stars;
you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 22:15-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to trap Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to him, together with the Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you are an honest man and teach the way
of God in an honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us
your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice and replied,
‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see the money you pay the tax with.’ They handed him a
denarius, and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well,
give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs to God.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

The Word of God is alive and active. It is not just words written on papers, tablets, computer or mobile screens. It is not
just a thing that tickles our senses of sight and hearing. It is not just for knowledge but for life. Jesus says in John 6:63: “It
is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life”. And that was
what the apostles experienced and believed. Even when they could not fully comprehend it all. When the words of Jesus
seemed to make no sense to his followers who stopped following him because of his apparently bizarre words, Peter spoke
up and said “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to
know, that you are the Holy One of God” (John 6:67-69).
Peter’s statement showed how convinced the apostles were in accepting the words of God. That was proof that they were
the chosen of God the Father. And so, Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a
devil” (John 6:70). Although they were all chosen, Jesus knew who among them was not convinced and would become
an instrument of the devil in betraying him. We can find such people among the chosen people of God – those who lack
that utter conviction about the word of God as the Power to save, heal, transform, bless, reconcile, make peace and so on.
St Paul writing to the Thessalonian Christians in today’s second reading says: “We know, brothers, that God loves you
and that you have been chosen, because when we brought the Good News to you, it came to you not only as words, but
as power and as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction”.
Yes, the word of God comes to us not only as word, but also as power and as Holy Spirit. But He – I mean the Word does not force Himself on us. Though It comes to us through human beings, in a human language – oral, written, gestures
and symbols, or in material forms – yet, we must accept it as the Word of God, the Good News of salvation. St Paul writing to the Thessalonians again says: “We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of
God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s word, which is also at
work in you believers” (1 Thess. 2:13).
The word of God in the Scriptures and Tradition may have some human elements, but all in all, it is more than a human
construct. St Peter wrote: “First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from
God” (2 Peter 1:20-21). Why do some people still find it difficult to believe the Word of God? Some discovering what
seems to be inconsistencies or impossible claims and demands in the Bible have tried to discredit the Scriptures as some
kind of human invention or some myths. Lack of utter conviction in the Word of God is the reasons some people in the
Church are hypocrites. Some like the Pharisees of today’s Gospel, even set traps to find faults with Christ(ians) and his
teaching.
The first reading testifies to the veracity of the prophetic utterances as God speaking through humans. That prophecy in
Isaiah was given many years - about one hundred years - before the birth of Cyrus the Great (600 – 530 BC). And historically, it was fulfilled. Cyrus became a Persian king who, as the Lord foretold, defeated many nations: the Medes, Lydia,
Babylon, etc. In the cuneiform inscriptions written on what has come to be known as the Cyrus Cylinder, Cyrus wrote of
himself as a divinely anointed one, though he may have only known the God of Israel later in his life, having been born a
pagan. He saw the prophecy of Isaiah fulfilled in his life, and how the Supreme God had spoken of him before he was
even conceived. And so, set the Israelites free from their exile, as the Lord foretold. We must note here what God said
when giving that prophecy: “I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God besides me. Though you do not know me, I
arm you that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that, apart from me, all is nothing”.
As St Paul says: “faith comes from hearing the message, and the message comes through preaching Christ” (Romans
10:17). It is only by taking God’s message (or word) seriously that we can show our faith in action, work for love and persevere in hope like the Thessalonian Church of St Paul’s time (see 2nd Reading). Let us then, as we responded in today’s
Gospel acclamation, “Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life”.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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10.30am (except 4th Sunday each month)

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration
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Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
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St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month
25th October 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Peter Husband and Larry McClintock
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Joseph Guinea, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

The wait is over! FATIMA, the movie is screening at Event Cinemas, Robina Town Centre on Wed
28 October at 7.00pm.
Single ticket price - $11.50. Cut and paste this link into your browser to
purchase tickets: https://www.stickytickets.com.au/J3POS
If Event Cinemas don’t get enough tickets the movie will not be screened, so please advertise and
help with purchase of tickets. If you have any questions, please call 0404013014.
In 1917, outside the parish of Fatima, Portugal, a 10-year old and her two cousins, witness multiple
visitations of the Virgin Mary, who tells them that only prayer and suffering will bring an end to World War 1.
As secularist government officials and Church leaders try to force the children to recant their story, word of
the sighting spreads across the country, inspiring religious pilgrims to flock to the site in hopes of witnessing
a miracle. What they experience will transform their quiet lives and bring the attention of the world, yearning
for peace. Based on real-life events, FATIMA is an uplifting story about the power of faith.
W ord

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to
peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

19/10/20

R1: Eph 2:1-10

Lk 12:13-21

Tues

20/10/20

R1: Eph 2:12-22

Lk 12:35-38

Wed

21/10/20

R1: Eph 3:2-12

Lk 12:39-48

Thurs

22/10/20

R1: Eph 3:14-21

Lk 12:49-53

Fri

23/10/20

R1: Eph 4:1-6

Lk 12:54-59

St. John Paul II, pope

to be advised

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Week-day Mass Readings

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

WORD OF LIFE ACADEMY -

- Come
and pray with the Word of God . Every last Saturday of
the month from 10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish.
Next meeting is Saturday 31st October 2020.
All Welcome .

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS

November is traditionally the month when we remember and pray for all our departed loved ones.
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church.
Please complete and either return to the office or place
on the collection plate.
All the names will be placed in our Book of Remembrance and Masses will be offered throughout the
month.

SACRAMERNTAL PREPARATION SCHEDULE
Meeting dates for Confirmation are:
24th October 3pm to 5.30pm Retreat
25th October 9.30am to 10.30am continuation of Retreat
31st October 10.00am - Final Preparation
31st October 9.00am Confirmation
Please note change of date for Confirmation
Meetings for First Eucharist are:

COVID-19 Mass Guidelines

7th November 10.10am after Mass
14th November 10.10am Retreat
15th November 9.30am to 10.30am continuation of Retreat
All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of 21st November 6.00pm First Eucharist
the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or 22nd November 8.30am First Eucharist

Dear Parishioners

email the office to have their name included in the
list for that particular day. If you wish to attend Catholic Mission Appeal is this
daily and/or weekend (Sunday) Mass, your name
weekend!
can be listed for the entire month of October if you
let us know and then you do not have to contact us
until the end of October to re-register for the
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
assumption that they do not need to register but it is For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
a requirement of the Archdiocese that we must John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
comply with. Please note: The Government’s social University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222
distancing guidelines will also apply. With the new
cases reported in Queensland we ask for your
prayers.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 11th October 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

782.30 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1106.95 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

INSTALLATION OF CAMERAS IN THE CHURCH
With the COVID 19 restrictions and lockdown still in place, we would like to continue our live streaming to reach out to members of
our community who may not be in the Church with us and also to make available to those who participated at the Mass an
opportunity to watch the Mass and listen to the homily again if they so wish. Installing cameras for professional video recording and
uploading to the internet will also benefit the Church and families who would like to live stream the funeral of loved ones to relatives
and friends who may be unable to attend. The same applies to weddings, graduation ceremonies, celebration of the
sacraments like baptisms, first Holy Eucharist, Confirmation, and Anointing of the sick. Grand-parents and sick relatives and friends
would not miss out completely. There are other uses and benefits as well which could accrue from the Church having fixed cameras in
place. If anyone feels touched to support this project, please do not hesitate to talk to me about how you could help.
We are grateful to generous parishioners who have donated more than $6,675.00 towards this project.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

