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First Reading

Ex 22:20-26

A reading from the book of Exodus

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this, “You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, for you
lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you are
harsh with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will flare and I shall
kill you with the sword, your own wives will be widows, your own children orphans.
“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man among you, you must not play the usurer with him:
you must not demand interest from him.
“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it back to him before sunset. It is all the covering he
has; it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he sleep in? If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full
of pity.”’

Responsorial Psalm

1. I love you, Lord, my strength,
my rock, my fortress, my saviour.
My God is the rock where I take refuge;
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold.
The Lord is worthy of all praise:
when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.)
1 Thes 1:5-10

2.

Long life to the Lord, my rock!
Praised be the God who saves me.
He has given great victories to his king
and shown his love for his anointed. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was for your instruction, and you were led
to become imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel,
in spite of the great opposition all round you. This has made you the great example to all believers in
Macedonia and Achaia since it was from you that the word of the Lord started to spread – and not only
throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread everywhere. We do not need
to tell other people about it: other people tell us how we started the work among you, how you broke with
idolatry when you were converted to God and became servants of the real, living God; and how you are now
waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from the dead, to come from heaven to save us from the
retribution which is coming.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 14:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 22:34-40
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My dear sisters and brothers
In today’s gospel passage, Jesus in answer to the Pharisees who tried to disconcert him, summarized the commandments
of the Old Testament in the one two-sided commandment of Love. “You must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second resembles it:
you must love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments hang the whole Law and the Prophets”.

Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R. v.2

(R.) I love you, Lord, my strength.

Second Reading
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert him,
one of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest commandment of the law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and
the first commandment. The second resembles it: you must love your neighbour as yourself. On these two
commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

I do not think anyone has ever taught, practised and popularised real love as Jesus Christ did. It could be that traces of
such teaching may be found in some ancient religions or philosophies, but nowhere has it been more persuasive, more
decisive, more impressive, more expressive, so practicable and more widespread than in Christian religion and
philosophy. Jesus Christ is the Master when it comes to the teaching and practice of love. Yes, He is the Master - even the
Pharisees, despite their feelings of superiority, acknowledged in today’s Gospel, that He is the Master. Not only did He
teach it and live it, but he left it as a command to His followers to follow His example. He says:
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love……. This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command you”. (John 15:9-14). Jesus earnestly desires LOVE to be a distinguishing character
of His followers. He commands: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another”.
(John 13:34-35).
The distinguishing mark of Jesus’ teachings on love is the selfless, non-retractable, unconditional and all-inclusive nature
of His type of love. It transcends every limitation and obstacle to reach out to all. It breaks every barrier of consanguinity,
culture, tribe, ethnicity, language, colour, race, status, class, religion, qualifications and political affiliations. It is a
command to go the extra mile, to surmount all obstacles, to keep loving even when it hurts and kills. We should stand
ready to lay down our lives for those we love. ‘This is a hard teaching’, the Jews of His time would say, ‘who can accept
it’. (see John 6:60). But for Jesus, a good disciple of His must teach and practise it in obedience to His command.
Jesus’ kind of love upholds justice but avoids revenge and payback of evil. This kind of love is like a coin with two sides of
‘JUSTICE’ and ‘MERCY’. Justice expects and brings out the best of the loved one, while mercy repairs the worst and
completes what is lacking in the loved one. It is justice to love only those who love you, but mercy to love everyone, even
one’s enemies; it is justice to defend yourself against those who slap you but mercy to turn the other cheek if you have
already received the slapping; justice to cover yourself properly but mercy to give even your singlet to the one who
demands your jacket.
Jesus, in St Matthew’s gospel asked: “if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? …. Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”. (Matt. 5:46-48, see also Luke 6:3236). Today’s first reading presents an aspect of God’s perfection: His love and regard for the poor, the orphans, widows
and the defenceless. He demands that they be treated justly and with compassion. He will hear their cry and see justice is
done to them should they entreat Him, for He is a God who is full of pity (see first reading). Justice could be distributive
or retributive. Distributive Justice deals with being fair in defending one’s rights or those of others. Distributive justice
makes us defend and care for the orphans, the widows, the poor and the defenceless. On the other hand, Retributive
Justice deals with fairness in correcting and punishing the wrong. Love does not rejoice at wrong doing (1 Cor. 13:6). But
love makes mercy a necessary part of justice. Justice without compassion or empathy is evil. Punishment therefore, should
not turn into revenge or profiteering. It demands righting the wrong - the wrong doer seen as in a pitiable condition.
Our faith should be seen in our preaching and practice of love as we become an example to the whole world as the
Thessalonian church of St Paul’s time was throughout Macedonia and Achaia. (see Second Reading).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
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St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

26/10/20

R1: Eph 4:32-5:8

Lk 13:10-17

Tues

27/10/20

R1: Eph 5:21-33

Lk 13:18-21

Wed

28/10/20

R1: Eph 2:19-22

Lk 6:12-19

Thurs

29/10/20

R1: Eph 6:10-20

Lk 13:31-35

Fri

30/10/20

R1: Phil 1:1-11

Lk 14:1-6

Sts Simon & Jude, apostles

Dear Parishioners

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month
1st November 2020

We pray for the recently deceased : Peter Husband and Larry McClintock
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Joseph Guinea, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

The wait is over! FATIMA, the movie is screening at Event Cinemas, Robina Town Centre on Wed
28 October at 7.00pm.
Single ticket price - $11.50. Cut and paste this link into your browser to
purchase tickets: https://www.stickytickets.com.au/J3POS
If Event Cinemas don’t get enough tickets the movie will not be screened, so please advertise and
help with purchase of tickets. If you have any questions, please call 0404013014.
In 1917, outside the parish of Fatima, Portugal, a 10-year old and her two cousins, witness multiple
visitations of the Virgin Mary, who tells them that only prayer and suffering will bring an end to World War 1.
As secularist government officials and Church leaders try to force the children to recant their story, word of
the sighting spreads across the country, inspiring religious pilgrims to flock to the site in hopes of witnessing
a miracle. What they experience will transform their quiet lives and bring the attention of the world, yearning
for peace. Based on real-life events, FATIMA is an uplifting story about the power of faith.
Word

WORD OF LIFE ACADEMY -

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS

November is traditionally the month when we remember and pray for all our departed loved ones.
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church.
Please complete and either return to the office or place
on the collection plate.
All the names will be placed in our Book of Remembrance and Masses will be offered throughout the
month.
COVID-19 Mass Guidelines

9.30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to
peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

Memorials/Feasts

to be advised

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Week-day Mass Readings

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

-

Come
and pray with the Word of God . Every last Saturday of
the month from 10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish.
Next meeting is Saturday 31st October 2020.
All Welcome .

All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of
the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or
email the office to have their name included in the
list for that particular day. If you wish to attend
daily and/or weekend (Sunday) Mass, your name
can be listed for the entire month of October if you
let us know and then you do not have to contact us
until the end of October to re-register for the
following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the
assumption that they do not need to register but it is
a requirement of the Archdiocese that we must
comply with. Please note: The Government’s social
distancing guidelines will also apply. With the new
cases reported in Queensland we ask for your
prayers.

SACRAMERNTAL PREPARATION SCHEDULE
Meeting dates for Confirmation are:
31st October 9.00am Confirmation
Please note change of date for Confirmation
Meetings for First Eucharist are:
7th November 10.10am after Mass
14th November 10.10am Retreat
15th November 9.30am to 10.30am continuation of Retreat
21st November 6.00pm First Eucharist
22nd November 8.30am First Eucharist

ALL SOULS DAY
A Service for All Souls Day will be held in the
Chapel at Allambe Gardens Memorial Park on
Saturday 14th November at 11:00am.
All Parishioners are invited to attend and pray
for the souls of the dearly departed.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 18th October 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

661.10 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1137.30 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

WELCOME BISHOP KEN
His Excellency, Most Rev. Ken Howell, the Auxiliary Bishop of Brisbane Archdiocese, will be on a pastoral visit to our
Parish from 30th October to 1st November 2020. We are happy to have him visit us. He comes as a shepherd of Christ’s
flock in Nerang area. We encourage all our parishioners to show their support and appreciation of the great work he
does for the Church, especially in Brisbane Archdiocese. And make him feel welcome.
There will be 9.00am Mass with Confirmation on Saturday.
6.00pm Mass with the RCIA Candidates on Saturday and 8.30am Mass on Sunday at Nerang.
10.30am Mass will be at Beechmont. Please ring the Office to book in for any (or all) of the Masses, you will be attending.
Please pray that the Bishop’s visit will be to God’s greater glory, for salvation of souls and the good of His Holy Church. God bless Bishop Ken!

