All Saints - 1st November 2020

All Saints – Sunday, 1 November 2020
First Reading

Rv 7:2-4. 9-14

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, carrying the seal of the living God; he called in a powerful voice to the four angels whose duty was to devastate land and sea, ‘Wait before you do any damage on
land or at sea or to the trees, until we have put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.’ Then I
heard how many were sealed: a hundred and forty-four thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel.
After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language;
they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in
their hands. They shouted aloud, ‘Victory to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who were standing in a circle round the throne, surrounding the elders and the four animals, prostrated
themselves before the throne, and touched the ground with their foreheads, worshipping God with these
words, ‘Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and strength to our God
for ever and ever. Amen.’
One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you know who these people are, dressed in white robes,
and where they have come from?’ I answered him, ‘You can tell me, my Lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the
people who have been through the great persecution, and they have washed their robes white again in the
blood of the Lamb.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 23:1-6. R. see v.6

(R.) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.
1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. (R.)
2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Jn 3:1-3

3.

He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St John

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we
are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him, therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear people,
we are already the children of God but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; all we know
is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him as he really is. Surely everyone who
entertains this hope must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 11:28

Alleluia, alleluia!
Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest, says the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 5:1-12
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began
to speak. This is what he taught them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Happy the gentle: they shall have the
earth for their heritage. Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted. Happy those who hunger and
thirst for what is right: they shall be satisfied. Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them.
Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: they shall be called sons of God.
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear Saints in Christ
In today’s first reading we find St John describing the eschatological gathering of the redeemed people of Christ. It is the
feast of All Saints, All hallowed men and women, children and adults, who while on earth distinguished themselves, like
one of the heavenly elders described them to St John, “These are the people who have been through the great persecution,
and they have washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb”.
Most often, Catholics tend to believe that the Saints are those in heaven. They are right, because the Saints we are celebrating to those who maintained their sainthood from baptism until the end of their life. They did not become saint as
they entered heaven. No, they were saints here like you and me who like St Paul would say, fought the good fight of faith,
finished the race and won the prize of life, the crown of glory (see 2 Timothy 4:7-8). Today we remember them as the
shining examples of those who have finally conquered Satan, sin and death and now are like God, beholding him in his
presence as he really is. These people include those who “were sealed: a hundred and forty-four thousand, out of all the
tribes of Israel” and a huge number of people, “impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language;
they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their
hands”.
The first set of people are those appointed by God to be the foundation and the doorway into God’s kingdom. St John, in
another vision also saw that this kingdom, the heavenly Jerusalem, is established on those people sealed. They are the
Patriarchs and the Apostle of the old and new Israel, represented by the square multiple of 12 – a symbol of the successors
of the elders of the Jewish people and those of the Church – the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles of Christ. In
Revelation 21:12-14, St John described this Holy City as having “a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve
angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. …. The wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb”. So, the 144 counted is symbolic of those
representing the twelve tribes and the twelve apostles. In may not be exactly 144. They could be the acknowledged Saints
of the Churches calendar.
The second set of people were impossible to count, and they came from every nation, race, tribe and language with no
group of people left out based on their race, status or gender. These include our family members and friends, our neighbours and those we thought were our enemies. Those we thought couldn’t make it to heaven. Who, despite what we
thought of them, were children of God and have washed themselves clean in the blood of the Lamb. Imagine washing
white in blood to make it brighter. So, John cannot be talking of physical things but spiritual. The robe should be spiritual,
the washing should be spiritual and the number should be spiritual too. He is talking of things of faith.
Therefore, we should live by faith, and not by sight, as St Paul tells us (2 Cor. 5:7). Every child of God is already a saint.
St John in today’s second reading, wrote: “My dear people, we are already the children of God but what we are to be in
the future has not yet been revealed; all we know is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him
as he really is. Surely everyone who entertains this hope must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ”. At baptism
we received the grace to be God’s Children, to be saints and co-heirs of Christ to the heavenly inheritance. So, like St Paul
would say, we are called to be saints (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:2, 4, 12).
Today, the Church reminds us that God's call for holiness is universal, that all of us are called to live in His love and to
make His love real in the lives of those around us. Holiness is related to the word wholesomeness. We show holiness
when we live lives of integrity and truth, that is, wholesome and integrated lives in which we are close to others while being close to God. We are saints when we are poor in spirit, gentle, merciful, peacemakers, dissatisfied and mourn for
wrong doings, thirst and hunger for what is right, and endure persecution patiently for the sake of Christ and his kingdom.
That is what the Gospel of today teaches.
THANK YOU, BISHOP KEN. YOU ARE A LIVING SAINT. HAPPY ALL SAINTS DAY.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

All Souls Day

R1: Jb 19:1.23-27, R2:Rom 5:5-11

Mt 5:1-12

R1: Phil 2:5-11

Lk 14:15-24

R1: Phil 2:12-18

Lk 14:25-33

05/11/20

R1: Phil 3:3-8

Lk 15:1-10

06/11/20

R1: Phil 3:17-4:1

Lk 16:1-8

St Charles Borromeo, bishop

to be advised
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Week-day Mass Readings

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

29th November 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Peter Husband and Larry McClintock
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Joseph Guinea, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.
November 1, 2020 - All Saints Day
”Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you (falsely) because of
me.” - Matthew 5:11
We are all at different points on the path to holiness, on getting to Heaven and becoming a
saint. Part of the journey is being mocked and ridiculed by others. When this happens, how do you respond? Do you
become silent? Do you react in anger or do you react with love? Fortunately, as one Body of Christ, we are united with
the saints already in Heaven. Ask your favorite saint for guidance in defending the Faith. https://www.archstl.org/
about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections

WELCOME BISHOP KEN
His Excellency, Most Rev. Ken Howell, the Auxiliary Bishop of Brisbane Archdiocese, is on a pastoral visit to our
Parish this weekend. We are happy to have him visit us. He comes as a shepherd of Christ’s flock in the Nerang area.
We encourage all our parishioners to show their support and appreciation of the great work he does for the Church,
especially in the Brisbane Archdiocese.
On behalf of the entire people of St Brigid’s Catholic Parish and School, I wish to express our unalloyed gratitude to
Bishop Ken for visiting our Parish, for administering the Sacraments to some of our children and adults and many
other activities he did in our Parish. We wish him many more fruitful years in his ministerial and pastoral engagements. God Bless Bishop Ken!

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS

November is traditionally the month when we remember and pray for all our departed loved ones.
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church.
Please complete and either return to the office or place
on the collection plate.
All the names will be placed in our Book of Remembrance and Masses will be offered throughout the
month.

SACRAMERNTAL PREPARATION SCHEDULE
Meetings for First Eucharist are:
7th November 10.10am after Mass
14th November 3:00—5:00pm Retreat (Note change of
time)
15th November 9.30am to 10.30am continuation of Retreat
21st November 6.00pm First Eucharist
22nd November 8.30am First Eucharist

COVID-19 Mass Guidelines
Dear Parishioners
All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of
the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or
email the office to have their name included in the
list for that particular day. If you wish to attend
daily and/or weekend (Sunday) Mass, your name
can be listed for the entire month of November if
you let us know and then you do not have to contact
us until the end of November to re-register for the
following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the
assumption that they do not need to register but it is
a requirement of the Archdiocese that we must
comply with. Please note: The Government’s social
distancing guidelines will also apply. With the new
cases reported in Queensland we ask for your
prayers.

ALL SOULS DAY
A Service for All Souls Day will be held in the
Chapel at Allambe Gardens Memorial Park on
Saturday 14th November at 11:00am.
All Parishioners are invited to attend and pray
for the souls of the dearly departed.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 18th October 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

661.10 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1137.30 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to
peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.

