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First Reading

Wis 6:12-16
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A reading from the book of Wisdom

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who love her she is readily seen, and found by those who look for
her. Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to them. Watch for her early and you will have
no trouble; you will find her sitting at your gates. Even to think about her is understanding fully grown; be on the alert for
her and anxiety will quickly leave you. She herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of her and graciously
shows herself to them as they go, in every thought of theirs coming to meet them.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2

(R.) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
1. O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water. (R.)

3.

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary.
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. (R.)

4.

Second Reading

1 Thes 4:13-18

So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.)
On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night
for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve about them,
like the other people who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for those
who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any of us
who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage over those who have died. At the trumpet of God,
the voice of the archangel will call out the command and the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those who have
died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together with
them, to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these you should comfort
one another.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 24:42. 44

Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 25:1-13

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five of them were sensible: the foolish ones did take their
lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was
late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet
him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones,
“Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There may not be enough for us and for you; you
had better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived.
Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later.
“Lord, Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!!!
We are grateful to God for the successful pastoral visit of our Auxiliary Bishop, Most Rev Ken Howell to our Parish. We can’t thank
him enough. Thanks to Mary, our Mother and to all the Saints on whose feast day the Visit came to a wonderful conclusion. We also
express our unalloyed gratitude to Bishop Ken for coming and ministering to us. And to all of you, our wonderful and beloved
Parishioners, I say a very big ‘THANK YOU’. Your understanding and support have been great and lovely. THANK YOU to all of
you: the members of the Parish Finance Council; the Parish Pastoral Council; the Parish staff especially the ladies at the office; the
Choir and members of other ministries; the Sacramental Team; the RCIA Team; the incumbent Principal, the in-coming Principal, the
staff, teachers and students of St Brigid’s Primary School; and many others whose contributions remain invaluable.
How I wish I could thank you all by name. However, I believe God knows you all and will richly bless you in time and in eternity.
Remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya (For and on behalf of St Brigid’s Catholic Parish, Nerang)
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Dear friends
The readings of today talk about being smart in spiritual things; being wise in our preparation to meet the Lord;
being clever, astute, sensible, spiritually proactive and perceptive. Reflecting on the readings of today, I saw a
connection between today’s parable of the Ten Virgins and that of the Dishonest Manager. In St Luke’s Gospel
(16:1-13), Jesus told a parable about a rich man who received a report that his manager was dishonestly squandering
his property. He demanded an account from his manager, intending to fire him after that. When the manager
realized his job was at stake, he said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away
from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. Yes, I think I know what to do so that, when I
am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ And so, he curried favour with his master’s
debtors by remitting some of their debts. In conclusion Jesus added: ‘his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted smartly; for the children of this age are more astute in dealing with their own generation than
are the children of light’.
Most people nowadays are more proactive in worldly things than in heavenly things. The manager’s master praised
him, not for being dishonest and wasteful (because those vices were about to cost him his job), but for being
proactive, smart, astute and seeking for a way to secure a better future for himself. How do we, as children of light,
devote time in planning and executing steps that will secure us a better eternity? After our journey here on earth, we
will, for sure, face eternity. Where and in what state are we going to spend that eternity? Are we going to be with the
bridegroom in the wedding hall of God’s Son or are we going to be locked outside in a dark and painful eternity?
Like the ten virgins in today’s Jesus’ parable, we are waiting for the coming of Jesus, the bridegroom of the Church.
As St Paul explained in today’s second reading, all of us will meet him – the living no better than the dead. Are we
proactive in having enough oil which is the anointing or power of the Holy Spirit - to keep us awake and ready till
he comes? St Paul in his letter to the Romans says that anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ in him or her,
does not belong to Christ. (see Romans 8:9). It is when we have this oil that we can burn brightly, shining upon this
dark world, the light of our virtuous lives. For these virtues: kindness, gentleness, joy, peace, holiness, love,
generosity, self-control, and many others are also known as the fruits of the holy Spirit. They are indicative of the
presence of the Holy Spirit in a person’s life. How do we plan to have the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Oil of
Salvation, constantly in our lives? It is only by praying and studying of the Scriptures that we gain more of the Oil of
Salvation. At baptism we received this oil of salvation, but unless we keep topping it, we might run out of oil before
the bridegroom comes.
We do not know when the bridegroom will come to take us in. Therefore, we should be ready at all times. Our
hunger for him should be expressed by our hunger and thirst for righteousness, because He is the King of
righteousness. Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is referred to in the scriptures as the fear of the Lord. And
as the Scripture says, the fear of the lord is the beginning of wisdom (see Prov. 1:7; 9:10; Psalm 111:10; Sirach 1:1120). Whoever hungers and thirsts for righteousness shall be satisfied as Jesus said (Matthew 5:6). In other words,
whoever hungers for wisdom, shall receive wisdom. We should hunger to welcome him whenever he turns up. The
first reading says: ‘Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who love her she is readily seen, and found
by those who look for her. Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to them. Watch for
her early and you will have no trouble; you will find her sitting at your gates’.
Let us be wise then, and be proactive in spiritual things by providing for ourselves, enough oil that can last us until
the trumpet of God sounds and the Lord comes. Let our light shine for the world to see our good works and give the
glory to our Father in heaven.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week-day Mass Readings

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
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St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

29th November 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Peter Husband and Larry McClintock
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Joseph Guinea, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

November 8, 2020
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” - Matthew 25:13Many of us
have put off doing something because we think we are too busy. We’ve all said, “I’ll do it later
when I have time.” Unfortunately, too many of us apply this attitude to our Faith. Jesus’ call is urgent, in the here and now, in your current circumstances. Don’t delay. How is God calling you to
use your gifts today? None of us is guaranteed tomorrow.
https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/
bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections

ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE
When it comes to end of life, it’s important for everyone to discuss their wishes in terms of care and their desire for
Interventions and to have this documented in an advanced care plan. Everyone should have access to quality palliative
care.
To explore a Catholic perspective on end-of-life and the need for quality palliative care, rather than ‘assisting dying’
visit: love to the end/archbne

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

R1: Ezek 47:1-2,8-9, 12

Jn 2:13-22

10/11/20

Dedication of Lateran Basilica
St Leo the Great

R1: Titus 2:1-8, 11-14

Lk 17:7-10

Wed

11/11/20

St Martin of Tours

R1: Titus 3:1-7

Lk 17:11-19

Thurs

12/11/20

St Josaphat

R1: Philemon 7-20

Lk 17:20-25

Fri

13/11/20

R1: 2 Jn 4-9

Lk 17:26-37

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS

November is traditionally the month when we remember and pray for all our departed loved ones.
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church.
Please complete and either return to the office or place
on the collection plate.
All the names will be placed in our Book of Remembrance and Masses will be offered throughout the
month.

SACRAMERNTAL PREPARATION SCHEDULE
Meetings for First Eucharist are:
14th November 3:00—5:00pm Retreat (Note change of
time)
15th November 9.30am to 10.30am continuation of Retreat
21st November 6.00pm First Eucharist
22nd November 8.30am First Eucharist

COVID-19 Mass Guidelines
Dear Parishioners
All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of
the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or
email the office to have their name included in the
list for that particular day. If you wish to attend
daily and/or weekend (Sunday) Mass, your name
can be listed for the entire month of November if
you let us know and then you do not have to contact
us until the end of November to re-register for the
following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the
assumption that they do not need to register but it is
a requirement of the Archdiocese that we must
comply with. Please note: The Government’s social
distancing guidelines will also apply. With the new
cases reported in Queensland we ask for your
prayers.

ALL SOULS DAY
A Service for All Souls Day will be held in the
Chapel at Allambe Gardens Memorial Park on
Saturday 14th November at 11:00am.
All Parishioners are invited to attend and pray
for the souls of the dearly departed.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 1st November 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

742.20 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1458.80 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to
peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.

